Text: 2 Corinthians 5:7-14

Title: Four Motivations for Serving Christ

Introduction: John Honeycutt, missionary to the Far East, shared a dinner experience with Chinese national pastors. He noticed there were holes in the tables. Part of the menu included monkey brains. Monkeys were brought in and strapped under the table, whereupon the waiter whacked the skull of the monkeys with a hammer. With chopsticks in hand, they would eat raw monkey brains. The Chinese pastors urged Brother Honeycutt to try the delicacy. He declined saying, “You cook it; I’ll eat it.” They said, “No! That will ruin the flavor.” Then he said something I’ve never forgotten. In their culture, they believe that you are what you eat. He explained that they believe you acquire the esteemed characteristics of the food you eat. If you want speed, eat a rabbit. If you want wisdom, eat an owl. If you want agility of movement, eat a monkey. You say, “That’s crazy.” That’s why we don’t eat monkey brains. We don’t believe that. If we believed it, we would act that way. Paul says, “I’m going to tell you why I labor, because this is what I believe…”
My beliefs motivate me to serve Jesus Christ. I want to share with you what has motivated me all of these twenty-six years as a pastor. It’s not our church growth; it is not our attendance; it’s not our offerings or our buildings. There was a time when we had no church members; we had no offerings or buildings, and I was just as motivated then as I am now. If you will adopt these motivations as your motivations, nothing, I mean nothing, will be able to stop you from serving Jesus Christ. 
I. Heaven—The Presence of the Lord, v. 7-8 

When I die, I know that I will be in the very presence of the Lord Jesus. That motivat​​​es me! Knowing that one day I will see Christ face to face motivates me! It helps me choose my priorities. It helps me determine what is important and what is not. I labor for Him because I know I will see Him face to face.
A. We have a confident faith—a faith based on absolute truth (v. 8a)​

B. We have a captivating faith—God will transport us to Heaven immediately upon death (v. 8b)
C. We have a conscientious faith—a faith that puts us to work (v. 9a)
II. Rewards—The Judgment Seat of Christ, v. 10

It’s interesting that when God motivated you and me to get saved, He used both positive and negative rewards. He said, “I will give you eternal life, but if you reject Me, you will earn eternal damnation.” You cannot get a stronger fear or a greater reward than those two things. What a choice, I gain Heaven and lose Hell—I’d be a fool not to take it.

Some ask, “Is working for rewards in Heaven a good motivation?” The New Testament in dozens of places says, “Yes.” What are the most common motivations for a Christian mentioned in Scripture?

A. Love—the purest reason for serving Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:14)
B. Fear—fear of chastisement (Hebrews 12:5-6)
C. Rewards —crowns, gold, silver, precious stones, and treasures (1 Corinthians 3:12)
What motivation for serving the Lord Jesus Christ is most often repeated in the New Testament? The motivation God chose to repeat most often in the New Testament was the motivation of rewards. People say, “I don’t serve the Lord for rewards.” It sounds so spiritual; it just is not biblical. Consider what Jesus commanded in Matthew 6:20-21,“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Why serve for rewards? Love, gratitude…to say “thank you” for what the Lord has done for me. I do not want to stand empty handed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. I want to have crowns to lay at His feet. Why? Because He is worthy! Because when we get to Heaven, the first thing we will do is fall at the feet of Christ and thank Him for His blood which was shed for us. 
Daniel Webster said, “My greatest thought is my accountability to God.”
III. Hell—The Terror of the Lord, v.11

The definition of the Greek word translated terror, according to Strong’s Concordance and Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament words is “To be put in fear; alarm or fright; to be afraid exceedingly, fear, or terror”—as is correctly translated in our King James Version.

How can you know the terror of the Lord? Read your Bible!
A. The terror of an early death (Acts 5)
B. The terrors of the Tribulation (Revelation 6:16)
C. The ultimate destiny of the unbelievers

1. Hell (Luke 16:23)


2. The Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:14-15)
IV. Love—The Love of the Lord

A. The love of Christ for me (v. 14-15 )
Jesus Christ loves you with a perfect love!
1. Jesus’ love is greater (John 15:13)
2. Jesus’ love was first (I John 4:19)
3. Jesus’ love was sacrificial (Romans 5:8)
4. Jesus’ love is eternal (Romans 8:35-39)
The love of Jesus Christ for you and me is eternal. It is not fickle. What a contrast to human love. How fickle and changing our human love is in comparison to divine love. 
Illustration: That reminds me of a story about a changing love.

 “Dearest Tommy, No words could ever express the great unhappiness I’ve felt since breaking our engagement. Please say you’ll take me back. No one could ever take your place in my heart, so please forgive me. I love you, I love you, I love you! I love you!”

Yours forever, 

Marie
PS - And congratulations on winning the state lottery.
B. My love for Christ
My love of Christ is God’s supreme command (Matthew 22:37-40)
1. We are to have an undying love for the Christian (John 13:35)
2. We are to have a compassionate love for the lost (Jude 22)
Love makes obedience easy; it is the delight of love to do what the loved one desires. When a Christian responds out of love, he will find, to his amazement, that his own attitude has changed. 

Your love for Christ makes you a new person, gives you new life, and creates a new attitude within you (2 Corinthians 5:17).
