
Transparency in Leadership

Psalm 25

Introduction:

Psalm 25 is an acrostic psalm. An acrostic means that the letters of the alphabet are used to start each verse. In this case, we are speaking of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

There are 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. There are 9 psalms that are acrostic psalms —9, 10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 113, 119.

An acrostic was used as a memory device. It was written to be rehearsed, to be recited again.

In Psalm 25, 21 of the 22 verses are an acrostic.

It is also a psalm that is a prayer. Three times the writer, David, is praying. His first prayer is verses 1-7: it is a prayer of dependence; his second prayer is found in verse 11: it is a prayer for forgiveness; his third prayer is found in verses 15-20: it is a prayer for deliverance.

Psalm 25 is also an instruction on guidance. How guidance is sought; how guidance is taught, how guidance is brought.

BUT, it is also a lesson on transparency. On being genuine, real, and open about who you are, what you are going through, and who will you trust.

The overtones of the psalm reflect that David was in distress, and that he was feeling very vulnerable.

It could be that this psalm may have been written during the time he was fleeing from Saul – I Samuel 21 when he fled to the Philistines and sought protection through them from Saul.

It could be that this psalm was written during the time he fled from Absalom when Absalom revolted against David. Most Bible students hold to this second view.

In whichever case, one overriding principle is brought to light, and that is this: we get an inside glimpse into a David that is very transparent.
Here was a man who was called a man after God’s own heart.

We see him as a shepherd tending the sheep of his father’s flock;

We see him as a soldier fighting for and defending his beloved nation;

We see him as a sovereign reigning in pomp, might and glory over a unified nation;

We see him as a statesman who greatly loves his country;

We see him as a psalmist who has written numerous psalms reflecting his heart’s desire for God;

BUT, in this psalm, we see him in his sincerity making bare his soul.

The need of the hour is for transparent leadership.

Leadership that is strong, but is also sincere;

Leadership that is powerful, but is also pure;

Leadership that is visionary, but is also viable;

Leadership that has conviction, but is also consistent;

Leadership that is hyper, but is not hypocritical;

Leadership that is advancing, but not advantage taking;

Leadership that is loyal, but not lip service;

Leadership that has genius, but is also genuine.

I want to speak to you this evening about the characteristics of a transparent leadership!

I.          Transparent leadership is honest in its admission.

Read this psalm, and nowhere do you see David the courageous.

Could this be the same David that killed a bear and a lion as a teenager with his bare hands?

Could this be the same David who soundly defeated the giant Goliath?

Could this be the David of whom the women sang, “Saul hath slain his thousands,         and David his ten thousands?”
This psalm opens with David saying, “Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.”

He is pouring his heart out!

Yes, this is the same David. This is a David who is openly honest in his admission!

            A.        He is honest in his assessment of his self.

David is in trouble. But, David is also concerned about his transgressions.

“Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy                                             mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD… For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.” Ps. 25:7, 11
The first step in being transparent is being honest about our sins, about our                              transgressions.

“The sins of my youth”. David is openly stating that there are some serious sins in his life that needed to be dealt with.

                        1.         The problem of unconfessed sins.

“Achan”
“Be sure your sins will find you out.”- Mark Sanford governor of South Carolina and his admission of an affair.
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and                                                         forsaketh his sins shall have mercy.” Prov. 28:13



2. 
The problem of uncontrolled sins.

God said in Gen. 8:21 that “the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth.”
Zophar said “his bones are full of the sins of his youth.” Job 20:11
The sins of youth include a multitude of sins that were never dealt with                                                      that are taken into adulthood.

Samson was man who had the promise of a great future as a leader of Israel, yet because of uncontrolled sins, lack of transparency, he failed miserably.

-          He failed to address glaring weaknesses. E.g. marriage, women

-          He used deception to cover himself. E.g. use of riddles

-          He acted impulsively. E.g. confrontations, temper issues

-          He misused his God given gifts. E.g. revenge

-          He eventually was overcome by his weaknesses. E.g. Delilah

Immaturity – some adults never grow out of their immature, childish ways

Incorrigible – unruly, not easily controllable

Implacable – a person not easily pleased

Impatience – rambunctious

Irritable – angry spirit

Immoral –lacking in scruples, morals

Insecurity – always suspicious; thinks people are always trying to do them in, constantly craving for attention

Insolent – rude, contemptuous, disrespectful

            B.
He is honest concerning the afflictions of his soul.

                        15) Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.
                        16) Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted.
                        17) The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses.
                        18) Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins.
                        19) Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred.
                        1.         He is distressed.

                        2.         He is desperate.

He is transparent that he is over his head, he is in a trap, and that without God won’t make it.

Transparent leadership is honest in its assessment.

II.        Transparent leadership is humble in its approach.

David is brought to the end of himself.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.” Matt. 5:3
Poor in spirit is someone who is broken. Someone who is at the end of himself.

Unfortunately, we put ourselves in this place.

When we are conceited, proud, and haughty, the Lord catches us when our guard is          down, and allows afflictions to come our way to teach us that we are nothing!

“God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”

Notice some things humility taught David.

            A.
We learn how to pray through humility.

“Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.” Ps. 25:1-2
Transparent praying is humble;

Transparent praying is honest;

Transparent praying is heartbroken!

            B.
We learn how to be patient through humility.

“Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which                                                     transgress without cause. Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. Lead                            me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I                                 wait all the day.” Ps. 25:3-5
            C.
We learn how to be pliable through humility.

“Shew me…lead me…teach me…”
“Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.” Ps. 25:9-10
Transparent leaders are teachable!

They do not lean on their own strength and understanding.

They learn from their mistakes.- Big enough to admit them; smart enough to profit from them.

They will be proactive more than reactive.

They are not easily defeated.

            D.
We look for pardon through humility.

“For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.” Ps. 25:11
III.       Transparent leadership is heavenly in its ambition.

True transparent leadership is not humanistic, that is dependent on self.

True transparent leadership is heavenly in its ambition.

To be heavenly is to get our attention, our focus, our ambition on the eternal and not the temporary.

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God and all his righteousness: and all these things shall be added unto you.” Matt. 6:33
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ     sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” Col. 3:1-2
            A.
A heavenly ambition is concerned about the safety of his soul.

“Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul.” Ps. 25:1
Worse than being in physical danger is to be in spiritual danger.

David was in spiritual danger because of things that caught up with him.

He is saying don’t let me fall into the place where I am ashamed to come to you:                           to you alone do I lift up my soul!

            B.
A heavenly ambition is comforted about the satisfying of his soul.

“What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he                                shall choose. His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. The               secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his                                                             covenant.” Ps. 25:12-14
He is satisfied with where God leads him; how God leads him, and when God                                          leads him.

            C.
A heavenly ambition is contented concerning the certainty of his soul.

“O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in                                             thee. Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.” Ps. 25:20-21
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless                              before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,” Jude 25
Conclusion:

Real leadership is transparent.

Transparency involves honesty, humility, and a heavenly mindedness.

It is a leadership that is clearly motivated to glorify God, and that gives Him honor.

Sow a thought and you reap an action.

Sow an action and you reap a character.

Sow a character and you reap a destiny.

