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Text: Nehemiah 4:10-15

Title: Fight for the Next Generation

Introduction: Do you ever wonder about the kind of country your children or grand children will live in?

Nehemiah knew the people of Jerusalem were building more than a wall. They were building a destiny for the future generation.

Tonight I will speak to you about how to fight for the next generation.

Note – God has ordained the christian home.

Genesis 2:18-22

18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

19 And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.

21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

Note – I have seen committed godly parents have problems with their children. I have seen public school, Christian school, and home school children who were in deep sin.

Note- Do we care about what’s left for the next generation?

Ill- National Debt, Churches failing, Marriage is being re-defined…

Where do we begin?

I.
Fight Our Own Spiritual Battles

Note – Take Heed to Yourselves

1 Timothy 4:16

16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

Note- Parents, we are responsible for our actions and behaviors and our children are responsible for theirs.

Ill-  Sigmund Freud introduced a concept called “Determinism” in which all blame for sin can be placed on someone else, but that philosophy is unbiblical.

Ill- Students will blame the one who told on them instead of accepting responsibility.

Romans 6:16–18

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

A.
Fight With A Proper Focus

Hebrews 12:1-2

1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

B.
Fight With A Persistent Faithfulness

1.
In the Scriptures

2 Timothy 2:15

15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

2.
In the Local Church

Hebrews 10:25

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
C.
Fight With A Passionate Fervency

Rom 12:11

11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;

Note- Loyalty is the presence of a positive

Ill - May 19,1643; John Winthrop established the New England confederation. Their constitution stated their purpose: “To advance the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ… To preserve and propagate the truth and liberties of the gospel.”
II.
Fight the Enemies of Our Family

Gal 5 – Walk in the Spirit.

A.
Anger
Ephesians 6:1–4

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

B.
Apathy

Deuteronomy 6:7

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

Note – Too many dads say, “Go ask your mom.”

Note – Praise God for dads who sit with your children in church.

Note – A Christian seminary recently conducted a survey of parents to determine different parenting styles.

4 Parenting Styles
1. Neglectful – Low in love; low in control. This type of parent avoids or flees his children.
2. Permissive – High in love; low in control. This parent allows his children to lead him rather than leading them. He fears his children.
3. Authoritarian – Low in love; high in control. This parent pushes is children to conformity, rather than leading them to maturity.
4. Authoritative – High in love; high in control. He fellowships with his children.
C.
Absenteeism

    1 Peter 3:7–8

7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:

Ill – One lady wanted her husband to take the truth literally. The sign in her kitchen read “Make yourself at home! Clean my kitchen.”
III.
Fight the Decay in Our Own Society

Note – The answer to decay in our society is not in a reclusive church.

Note – Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world…”

A.
Through Prayer

2 Chronicles 7:14

14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

B.
Through Participation in Community

Ill - A mom was concerned about her kindergarten son walking to school. He didn’t want his mother to walk with him.

So she had an idea of how to handle it. She asked a neighbor if she would please follow him to school in the mornings, staying at a distance, so he probably wouldn't notice her.

She said that since she was up early with her toddler anyway, it would be a good way for them to get some exercise as well, so she agreed.

The next school day, the neighbor and her little girl set out following behind Timmy as he walked to school with another neighbor girl he knew. She did this for the whole week.

As the two walked and chatted, kicking stones and twigs, Timmy's little friend noticed the same lady was following them as she seemed to do every day all week. Finally she said to Timmy, “Have you noticed that lady following us to school all week?”

“Do you know her?”

Timmy nonchalantly replied, “Yeah, I know who she is.”

The little girl said, “Well, who is she?”

 “That’s just Shirley Goodnest,” Timmy replied, “and her daughter Marcy.”

“Shirley Goodnest? Who is she and why is she following us?”

“Well,” Timmy explained, “every night my Mom makes me say the twenty-third Psalm with my prayers, because she worries about me so much. And in the Psalm, it says, ‘Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my life.’ So I guess I’ll just have to get used to it!”
Matthew 5:13–16

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

C.
Through Personal Soul Winning

Matthew 28:19-20

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Note- Schedule time to go soulwinning.

D.
Through Promotion of God’s Institution
1 Timothy 3:15-16

15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

Note – I believe in the local church!

Note – Every major decision I have made has been because of the local new Testament Church. (Saved in the church, married at church, surrendered at church, ordained at church).

Conclusion: 

I.Fight Our Own Spiritual Battles

II.Fight the Enemies of Our Family

III.Fight the Decay in Our Own Society
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