Text: Revelation 2:20-23

Title: I Gave Her Space
Introduction: The one fault with which the Lord Jesus confronts the church at Thyatira is that they allowed Jezebel to do her wicked work in their midst. In verses 22-23, the Lord pronounces terrible judgment on her and her followers. But after He confronts the church with her faults and before He pronounces judgment on Jezebel, He makes this amazing statement, “I gave her space.” While the Lord was angry with Jezebel’s sin, and certainly intended to deal with it, He nonetheless gave her room to repent. God loves to give sinners—both saved and unsaved—space to come back to Him before judgment falls.

I. God’s Patience

A. Examples
1. The flood

For 120 years, God left Noah, a preacher of righteousness, in place; warning a reprobate people of judgment to come.

2. Nineveh

Although Jonah’s message did not include a call to repentance, such a call was implicit in the word “yet.” “Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be destroyed.” When the people responded by repenting of their sins, judgment was averted.

3. David
After his sin with Bathsheba, he was allowed to live for approximately one year before judgement came.
4. Nebuchadnezzar

He was warned that judgment was coming and received instruction as to how to avoid it (Daniel 4:27). One year later, after failing to heed Daniel’s advice, judgment came (Daniel 4:28, 29).

5. Samson 
He was a judge of Israel for 20 years. During much of that time, he was living in sin and disobedience.

6. In the parable of the talents
Much time was given to the one unprofitable servant who buried his money, the same was given to the two who invested it wisely.
Note that some of these people were left in authority (David); some were left in prosperity (Nebuchadnezzar); and some were left in responsibility (those to whom the talents were given).

In every case there was a period of time where they could have made things right without severe judgment.

B. Explanation

1. God is just.
The Bible does not teach us that God is fair, but rather that He is just. Fairness demands that everyone be treated equally. Justice demands that everyone receive what is right.

Illustration: Years ago, a man complained to the steel magnate Andrew Carnegie that it was unfair that Mr. Carnegie should be so wealthy while others were so poor. Andrew Carnegie asked his secretary to find out his net worth and then divide that by the population of the earth. This resulted in a total of 27 cents. Andrew Carnegie immediately gave the complainer 27 cents and said, “There’s your share of my wealth. Now leave me alone!”
2. God is merciful.

3. God does not love to punish.
He give us space so that punishment may be avoided.
II. God’s Purpose

A. God gives us space to repent
To change our mind. To see things as God sees them, to call them what God calls them. To think as He does.
B. God gives us space to return
AT&T produced an advertising campaign to recapture customers lost to other long-distance carriers. Their slogan was, “We want you back.” No matter how far we have gone, no matter how miserably we have failed. No matter how much we have damaged the cause of Christ, God wants us back.
III. Our Problem

A. We are ignorant
We think we’re different. We think we can get away with sins that God judges in others. Sometimes we think that we are so important that God will not judge us.

I am told that when Dr. Bill Rice, now in Heaven for many years, was a young man, he had a great hero: a man who had a large church and was a powerful leader. One day, he caught his hero in a bold-faced lie. Bill Rice went to his older brother, Dr. John Rice, who said, “Bill, you’ll have to confront him about this.”

With fear and trembling, Dr. Bill Rice went to his hero. Instead of outrage, embarrassment, or admission, he was met by this statement. “Bill, I’ve done so much for the Lord over the years, He just gives me a little leeway in areas like this.” What a terrible, totally unscriptural, completely ungodly attitude.
B. We ignore
God speaks to us through our conscience, through His Spirit, through His preachers, through family members, and through friends; but we blindly and blithely go on our way towards judgment, thinking that because God has given us space, He is going to ignore our sin.
IV. The Principles

A. Liberty is not license
Although the master left the talents with his servants for a “long time,” he did come back to see what they had produced. They were at liberty to determine the best place to invest the master’s money. They were not at liberty to use it for themselves or leave it uninvested.
B. Time is not tolerance
Instead of bringing the world under conviction, one hundred and twenty years of righteous preaching seems to have made them indifferent to God’s warning. However, the fact that He gave a century and two decades of time did not mean that He in any way tolerated their sin.
C. Patience is not permissiveness
Samson seems to have made the mistake of confusing God’s patience with indifference. In believing that because God gave him space to repent he somehow believed that he could live as he wished and keep God’s power and blessing.
Conclusion:

