Text: Hosea 9:17–10:4

Title: Hemlock in the Furrows

Introduction: Hemlock is a poisonous plant that grows from two to six feet in height. It looks like parsley and has a hollow stem, such as the kind that might be used by children to whittle a whistle or make a pea-shooter.

“Judgement springeth up as hemlock in the furrows of the field.”— Hosea 10:4b

One would not expect to find poison in the furrows of the field. One would expect something edible such as green vegetables. Yet, God says that for His people, that which is poisonous is intermingled with that which is good.
Picture the child of the farmer playing in the field, thinking that he has found something to make a whistle with, cutting the stalk, placing it in his mouth, feeling horribly sick to his stomach and then dying. Hemlock in the furrows of the field!
Imagine a wife seeing what appears to be parsley growing amidst the corn and the wheat, deciding to garnish a salad. See her bringing it into the house, washing it, taking a leafy stalk to eat as she prepares the meal, bending over in pain, agony, and horror, crying in anguish. Hemlock in the furrows of the field!

Why did God say such an unexpected and catastrophic occurrence was taking place in the history of His people?

I. They Did Not Listen to God—9:17

Most of God’s people are not in trouble because they don’t know what to do. They’re in trouble because they don’t do what they know.

A. In the matter of soulwinning
B. In the matter of separation
C. In the matter of service

We know what God wants us to do, but we refuse to listen. Suddenly, without warning, yet with devastating results, judgement comes like hemlock in the furrows.
Illustration: Dr. Paul Vanaman told of visiting a home with a pastor for whom he was preaching. His first thought, as he saw a young man seated on the couch with his face profiled was that it was one of the most handsome profiles he had ever seen. His second thought was that all he saw of the man was his profile. The man never turned to face him. Then one of the children required attention and the man turned his head. Dr. Vanaman saw why only the profile had been offered up until this point, for the one side of the man’s face was as hideous as the other was handsome. After a moment the man said, “I’m sure you’d like to know my story. My dad was a preacher. I began to run with the wrong crowd. One night he stood with his hands blocking the doorway and said, “If you leave the house tonight it will be over my dead body.” I went up to my bedroom, called my friends from the upstairs phone, told them to meet me down the road, climbed out the window of my bedroom which opened onto the porch, shinnied down the drain pipe and went to the corner.
“When my friends picked me up, I jumped in the back seat by the door. I had not been in the car two minutes when we hit a pothole. The door flew open, I was thrown out and landed on my face. Since that time,” he went on to say, “there has not been one day of my life that I have not endured excruciating pain. Since that time there has not been one day that I haven’t wished with all my heart that I had obeyed my father.” Hemlock in the furrows of the field.

II. They Were an Empty Vine—10:1
They brought forth fruit to themselves. Israel was self-centered. That which they produced was not for the good of the Lord, it was for their own good.
At this time in their history, Israel had gained military and economic strength under Jeroboam II, but they had not used either for God’s glory.
It is interesting that the Lord compares Israel to a vine. A vine is of no use other than to produce grapes. If a cherry tree does not grow cherries, its wood can be used to make furniture or lovely fires. The same is true of an oak which does not produce acorns, and many other trees. But with the vine it is not so. The vine is too small and weak to be used in construction. It is too tangled and difficult and thin to be used to warm the house in the fireplace. If it doesn’t produce grapes, it’s good for nothing else.
How many of God’s people have been blessed and prospered by Him only to direct all the fruit towards themselves instead of towards the Lord.

III. They Had a Divided Heart—10:2
The Bible says, “A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.” Most of us do not have evil hearts, but many of us have divided hearts. We want to please God and man. We want to keep the favor of the Lord and of the world. God’s message rings out to us as Elijah’s did to the Children of Israel, “How long halt ye between two opinions?”

Illustration: Years ago, when husbands did not accompany their wives into the delivery room, a young father waited impatiently as his wife gave birth to their first child. When the doctor came out, he eagerly said, “Is it a boy or a girl, Doc?” With a somber expression on his face the doctor replied, “You lived a kind of rough life before you got married, didn’t you?”

“Well, maybe I did, but tell me, is it a boy or a girl?” Instead of answering, the doctor repeated his question. Eventually, the young father openly admitted that he had indeed sown some wild oats before his marriage. The doctor explained to the man that his sin had caused him and his wife to contract a disease. The disease had resulted in their baby being born blind. When I heard the story, the wife had for 17 years been in a state of shock, sitting in a wheelchair, gazing at the world out of vacant eyes, and uttering not a single word. Hemlock in the furrows.

IV. They Had No Fear of God or Man—10:3
Often God’s people make the mistake of confusing His patience with indifference. God was patient with man for 120 years while Noah built the ark and preached righteousness , but He was not indifferent to their sin.
He was patient with Samson for 20 years while Israel’s judge broke first one and then another of the requirements of his Nazarite vow. But He was not indifferent. Judgment did come.
We have raised a generation or more of young people who having received no discipline from their parents (in spite of repeated warnings) now have no fear of God or man.

V. They Did Not Keep Their Promises to God—10:4
How many promises have we made to God that we have failed to keep? How often have we knelt at an altar and promised to read our Bible daily, to be a faithful witness, to give up sin, tithe, or have family devotions and then not kept our commitment?

Conclusion: A man was deeply convicted that God was calling him to preach and surrender at the conclusion of a church service. When he told his wife of his decision that evening she said, “I hope you hurry up and get over it.” Discouraged by his wife’s lack of support, he reneged on his promise and never entered the ministry. Not long after, he died of a heart attack. At his funeral his wife told the pastor the story. Hemlock in the furrows.

