Text: Luke 24:5

Title: A Miracle in the Garden
Introduction: I read about a Muslim in Africa who had become a believer in Christ. When asked why he converted from the faith he had known all his life, he replied, “Imagine that you have come to a fork in the road. It is extremely important that you choose the right way, but you have no knowledge as to which way is better. Two men are there from whom you could ask directions. One of them is living and one is dead. To whom would you go for advice?”
Praise the Lord, we serve a risen, living Saviour who promises to never leave us or forsake us and who will guide us every step of our lives.

I.
Discouragement

The days after the crucifixion were dark days for His disciples. They had thought that Jesus was the one who would redeem Israel. They had imagined sitting in positions of authority as He ruled over a renewed Palestine that had thrown off the restraints of Rome. But now He is dead and they are devastated, discouraged, and defeated.
A.
The Confusion

The ladies who came to the graveyard thought that He was dead, but He was really alive. We, as a society, think that we are living, but we are really dying. The bar doesn’t hold life, it holds death. The nightclub holds no life but only death. The acquisition of wealth, the accumulation of position: all these things that we do to make ourselves feel significant are merely step after step after step towards an ultimate death.
James 1:15
“Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”
John 3:18
“He that believeth on him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed on the only begotten son of God.”
Illustration: One of our converts had a life of addictions and difficulty before he became a child of God. He has since known great victory and been a wonderful testimony to his old friends and acquaintances. Not long after getting saved, he told me of talking to a man who was involved in terrible, binding sin. He said, “I told him, ‘I go to Bridgeport Baptist now and I don’t do nothin’ anymore!’” While there are those who would use that statement to criticize us and say that we are legalistic separatists who don’t allow people to have a life, this man’s friend knew what he meant.

He didn’t mean that he didn’t laugh. He didn’t mean that he didn’t enjoy life. He didn’t mean that he didn’t spend time teaching and caring for his son. He didn’t mean that he didn’t enjoy the service of the Lord Jesus Christ. No, he meant those old habits that had enslaved and destroyed him were no longer a part of his life. He had been set free and he did not do them any more. The world thinks it’s living but it’s dying. Real life is in Jesus Christ.
B.
The Correction
1.
A Revelation
The angel said, “He is not here.”

2.
A Reason
“He is risen!”

3.
A Reminder

“As He said.” How much grief and sadness the disciples could have avoided had they just believed the message the Lord gave them ahead of time.
II.
The Deliverance

Hebrews 2:15
“And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”

Scripture tells us in this verse and in many other places that Jesus shed His blood, died, was buried, and rose again to deliver us from the bondage of sin.
A.
Our Problem
We are sinners, sentenced to death and unable to save ourselves.
B.
His Provision
The Lord Jesus paid the penalty for our sins in His own body on the cross.
Illustration: Pastor Kefa Sempangi preached the gospel to 7,000 people one Easter Sunday in 1973 in the country of Uganda. As soon as the service was done, five soldiers, part of Idi Amin’s secret police, took him at gunpoint to a secluded area and then pointed the muzzles of their rifles at his head.
Though he was concerned about his future and more concerned about his wife and daughter, God gave Pastor Sempangi the grace to say, “Do as you wish. I have already died. Scripture tells me that I am dead and my life is hid with Christ in God. If you end my life now, it merely means that I will begin my time in Heaven forever. It is not my life that is in danger, but yours.”

After a long moment, the leader of the group looked at this courageous preacher and said, “Will you pray for us?” Not only did Pastor Sempangi pray for them, he gave them the gospel and had the privilege of praying with them and seeing all of them come to Christ as their Saviour.
