Text: Luke 2:1–14

Title: A Christmas Carol

Introduction: Luke 2:14 has been called the first Christmas poem. I don’t know that it was sung (verse 13 used the word “saying”), but it is certainly worthy of our attention. There we see the angels glorifying God at the birth of the Saviour. There is no envy present in their carol of praise, no tinge of jealousy, no desire for the attention that belongs to Christ and Him alone. And there is no pride, no proprietary attitude, no hint that, “We are somebody because we knew what was happening before the rest of the world.” There is just pure, unadulterated praise.

I.
This Is a Carol of Praise

A.
The Person of Praise
The praise of the angels is directed to God who alone is worthy of our praise. Oh, it is right that we recognize and honor people (“…honor to whom honor.”—Romans 13:7). But all the people whom we praise are imperfect people. All of them have sins, problems, and difficulties of which we are not aware that would greatly limit our praise were we to know all about them. 
God is perfect. He is worthy of absolute praise.
B.
The Purpose of Praise
The angels are praising God because of the Incarnation; because God in the person of Jesus Christ has become man.

God’s creation praises Him: the dewdrop sparkles with His glory. The wildflowers whose beauty goes unseen and fragrance seems to be wasted offer the incense of praise that wafts toward Heaven. Every bird that fills the forest with its sweet singing does so in tribute to the Creator. The deer bounding gracefully through the woods, the stars twinkling like diamonds in a sea of velvet, the glorious sunset where God splashes a celestial palette of color across the evening sky: all give tribute to our Creator.

But there is much more glory in the Incarnation than in the creation. That God could make the world out of nothing inspires our appreciation. That God would become man inspires our amazed awe. If creation shows His competence, the Incarnation shows His compassion. Creation demonstrates His power; Incarnation demonstrates His pity.

II.
This Is a Carol of Peace

The first portion of the carol is an old song, sung by the angels before the foundations of the earth were laid: “Glory to God in the highest.” The second part of the carol is new: “And on earth, peace.” There has been no real peace since man deliberately disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden and was cast out of that perfect place. A Cherubim was left to guard the garden with a flaming sword lest man should now eat of the Tree of Life and live forever in his fallen state. But the angels say there is an opportunity now for peace on earth.
A.
It Tells Us of a Present Peace
Man may know peace with God by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. The Child who is born this day in Bethlehem will live as Man a sinless life and as the God-Man who shed His blood on Calvary’s cross to pay for the sins of all mankind.

B.
It Is a Prophetic Peace
In this carol is the promise of that millennial kingdom when the wolf and the lamb shall lie down together; the earth shall bring forth harvests in beauty and abundance, and Jesus Christ will rule and reign for a thousand years while the devil is bound. 

III.
This Is a Carol of Potential

Not only do the angels tell us this is an occasion to glorify God, an opportunity for peace on earth; it is also the potential of goodwill toward men. 

A.
God’s Plan
God tells us to love our enemies; to love our neighbors as ourselves, to love our brethren, and to love the lost.

B.
God’s Provision
God, in forgiving us through the person of His Son Jesus Christ, makes it possible for us to forgive others.

Conclusion: Jesus came to bring us salvation. It is He who makes peace on earth and goodwill toward men possible.
