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Text: Genesis 14:17–23
Title: The Life of Honor
Introduction: If we were to ask ourselves, “What is the evidence in my life that demonstrates a life of honor to God,” what would the answer be? We could certainly speak of the ways that God has both blessed and honored us, but that is not the question. The question that remains is, “Is my life a life of honor to God?”
In this passage of Scripture, we see a man whose life was lived in honor to God, and we see the residual effect of God honoring him. Remember, “Them that honor me, I will honor…”
Facts about Genesis, chapter 14:

· First, we need to know the alliances. We are told that five kings formed an alliance against four kings led by Chedorlaomer.

· Second, we need to know the geography. The five kings all came from the Jordan River Valley; they were pretty well clustered around the south end of the Dead Sea. The other alliance—led by Chedorlaomer—came mostly from Mesopotamia, the river valley formed at the junction of the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers. This means that the army headed by Chedorlaomer was hundreds of miles away from home.

· Third, we need to know the history. For twelve years the five kings and cities of the Jordan River Valley had been paying tribute to Chedorlaomer. From this we conclude that Chedorlaomer was the head of a swift and powerful army. In the thirteenth year the five kings of the Jordan River Valley rebelled and stopped paying tribute. In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings allied with him made the thousand mile plus journey to the Jordan River Valley and defeated the Rephaites, Zuzites, Emites, and Horites. Then they attacked and defeated the Jordan River Valley alliance. Chedorlaomer and those with him then looted the five cities and hauled off the inhabitants as captives—including Lot and his family.

· Lastly, we need to know the outcome. Abram was informed of this war from someone who escaped the defeat. He arms his own servants, 318 of them, and strategically overcomes Chedorlaomer. He fully recovers all of the people and possessions that were taken.

I.
The Life of Honor Is Victorious—Not Victimized
Struggles are to be. This is a part of life. However, a life lived in the world is a life of continual victimization. A life in the Spirit is a life of continual victory. Consider both Lot and Abraham.

A.
Consider Lot, the Victim of His Own Foolish Choices
Lot’s life was a downward progression of foolish choices that demonstrated his continual desire to honor himself.

Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom (Genesis 13:12) and was captivated by it. He was then taken captive with Sodom.
Genesis 13:12, 13
12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.
13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.
Genesis 14:12
And they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.
It is interesting to note that Lot was constantly troubled by Sodom’s sinfulness.
2 Peter 2:7–8
7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:
8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)
Lot lived his life in Sodom and was constantly vexed with its wickedness. However, Scripture never records that Lot built an altar or that he sought the Lord.

We know that he lost his children to the world. Some died in Sodom when it was destroyed while others lost their purity when they got their own father drunk so they could conceive their children by him. He lost his wife because of her addiction to the world.

Now, Lot finds himself taken captive with the godless world he has chosen to be a part of.

Lot is a living example of one who was “lightly esteemed” by God. Remember, you can choose your sin, but you can’t choose your consequences.

Quote: “Sin will take you farther than you intended to go, cost you more than you intended to pay, and keep you longer than you wanted to stay.”
B.
Consider Abraham, the Victor through the Power of God
Genesis 23:4a
I am a stranger and a sojourner with you

Lot was a friend of the world. He sat in the gates of the city. Abraham was a friend of God and saw himself as a “sojourner” (sojourner means “temporary traveler”). This was one of the most important elements of victory for Abraham—he knew who he was.

We often assume that struggles will come for people like Lot, a picture of living in the world, but not for those, like Abraham, who have separated themselves to God.

Times of restful communion with God are often found to be preparations for the next battle. Obviously, most would prefer the times of rest rather than war. This is the only time in Scripture that we know of that Abraham went to war. War wasn’t always necessary, but we do know that when it was, he went.

When Abram heard that Lot was taken captive, he was already prepared.

Genesis 14:14
And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.

I don’t think that Abraham was looking for a fight, but he was certainly ready when one came.

He “armed” the servants. One of the blessings of what the church does is to help “arm” you for the battle. It is what happens in Sunday school, what happens every Wednesday night, and what happens here on Sunday mornings and evenings.

Proverbs 21:31
The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD.

Sadly, some believers are always looking for a fight. “Fighting” is not a fruit of the Spirit. An obstinate attitude is a product of the flesh.

Romans 12:10
Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;
1 John 3:14
We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.
II.
The Life of Honor Is Separated—Not Isolated
Isn’t it encouraging that this is a battle that Abraham was in by choice. We’ve already seen that Abraham was a stranger and a sojourner. However, he didn’t take this to mean that a life of separation meant a life of isolation. He was, “In the world, but not of the world.”
Even those around Abraham knew that he was different from them and from Lot.

Genesis 14:13a
And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew
This is the first time the word Hebrew is used in Scripture. It means, “One from beyond.” It communicates the idea that we are “outsiders.”
Illustration: Even the world recognizes that Christians (and churches) are supposed to be different. I was in a repair shop recently speaking with a mechanic and I invited him to church. He said that he and his girlfriend had been going to a church but he didn’t like it. He said, “If I want to go to a rock concert, I go to a rock concert. But when I go to church, I don’t want to go to a rock concert.”
Does the world see you as an outsider—separated, but not isolated from the world around you? Do they apologize for their language?

The life of honor that is separated, but not isolated finds itself independent from the world, but not indifferent to its needs.

Note: Who was able to do more good, Abraham or Lot? Doesn’t their history answer the question? The most effective way to serve the world is to be faithful to witness and separate from it.

III.
The Life of Honor Is Focused on the Provider—Not the Provision
Genesis 14:17–21
17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king’s dale.
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. 19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:
20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.
21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.
Now, we come to the most substantial part of this passage. This would impact Abraham’s future and give insight regarding his focus. It stands as one of the most clear choices ever presented to man in Scripture. It comes at a time of great victory for Abraham. By the way, the manner in which we handle victory is as insightful as the manner in which we handle defeat. Now, the question remains, who will Abraham choose to honor—himself, or his God?

Abraham stands between the King of Salem and the King of Sodom. It is interesting that Melchizedek did not come to Abraham when he was pursuing Chedorlaomer. He went to Abraham when he was being pursued by the King of Sodom. Certainly, God knew that a deeper communion with Him was needed when a deeper conflict with the enemy arose.
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Have you become so focused on what God can do for you that you’ve forgotten Him? Isn’t the Blesser more significant than the blessing?

Illustration: Have you ever been given a great gift, but instead of focusing on the goodness and greatness of the giver, you focused on the greatness of the gift.

Do you want your marriage restored more than you want the Restorer?

Do you want your provisions increased more than you want the Provider?

Do you want your children to return to God more than you want the God who can return them?

If you want what God can do for you, more than you want God, you have chosen to honor yourself. If you want God, more than what He can do for you, you’ve chosen to honor God. This becomes the life of honor.

Genesis 12:1–3
1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee:
2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

How easy it would have been for Abraham to receive from the Son of Evil, the King of Burning, all of the loot that was offered. It was the visible against the invisible.

Ephesians 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

Who are you choosing to honor? God or self? What will you choose? Will it be the abundance of physical blessings? Or, will the source of blessing be the focus of your attention?

Conclusion: When Abraham chose to honor God rather than to honor himself with the bounty of the world, he was saying, in effect, “Take the world, but give me Jesus.” 
Lot should have said the same thing, but sadly he returned to his life of compromise. Abraham now lives by the blessing and honor of the Lord, not the help and bounty of the world.


