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Introduction: Over the next few weeks, we’re going to consider the phrase, “I will honor God” and what it means for our lives today.

To help us gain a deeper understanding of what honor means, let’s take a look at a real life story of those who did and did not honor God. And as we do, notice the contrast between those who clearly set out to honor God, and those who set out to honor themselves.

Background information
This is the story of a very dark time in Israel’s history. In fact, the last words from the book of Judges are:

Judges 21:25b 
Every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
It was in this period of time that a childless wife named Hannah is introduced to us. She is in earnest prayer in the tabernacle in Shiloh and is assured by the priest that her prayer for a child will be answered. 
Through the course of her prayer, she promises God that, if He will grant her a son, she will return the child to Him for His service. It is with this brief background that we will consider some aspects of honor this morning.

What are the differences between honoring God and honoring ourself?

I.
Honoring God Involves Presenting Our Best to the Lord

1 Samuel 1:24–28
24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh: and the child was young.
25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli.
26 And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord.
27 For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of him:
28 Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he worshipped the Lord there.
Hannah knew that what she had to offer was only that which God had already given.

The word lent here means to offer upon request.

Whatever I have, it is available to the Lord. Plans, friends, talents, anything.

Honoring self involves keeping back the best for our pleasure.
1 Samuel 2:12–17
12 Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the Lord.
13 And the priests’ custom with the people was, that, when any man offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant came, while the flesh was in seething, with a fleshhook of three teeth in his hand;
14 And he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fleshhook brought up the priest took for himself. So they did in Shiloh unto all the Israelites that came thither.
15 Also before they burnt the fat, the priest’s servant came, and said to the man that sacrificed, Give flesh to roast for the priest; for he will not have sodden flesh of thee, but raw.
16 And if any man said unto him, Let them not fail to burn the fat presently, and then take as much as thy soul desireth; then he would answer him, Nay; but thou shalt give it me now: and if not, I will take it by force.
17 Wherefore the sin of the young men was very great before the Lord: for men abhorred the offering of the Lord.
The word Belial here means “worthless”; yet they apparently ascribed much worth to themselves. In fact, they ascribed so much worth to themselves that they began to keep back that which clearly belonged to the Lord.

In contrast to how Hannah approached her offering to the Lord, these men believed that God, somehow, owed them something. As if their service to Him made both God and those around them indebted to them.

God had clearly laid out the provision for the priests; yet, Hophni and Phineas decided that God’s provision for them was insufficient, and they were going to rob from God what they believed was their “portion” as well. They probably reasoned: “I’m offering my whole life in service to God, therefore, I can keep back that which I believe belongs to me.”
II.
Honoring God Means That I Must Keep Him as the One I Please
1 Samuel 1:28b 
And he worshipped the Lord there.
1 Samuel 2:11b
And the child did minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest.
Samuel’s focus was continually and entirely on God.

Honoring self means I will keep self as the one I please.
Certainly Eli’s sons were focused on themselves.

With a closer look, we see that in reality, Eli’s focus on his children was, in essence, a focus on himself as well.

Eli was a very large man. While he may have given some verbal correction to his son’s sin, he was actually partaking in their robbery of the sacrifice that belonged to God. A prophet came to correct the high priest, Eli. Listen to what he said:

1 Samuel 2:29
Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have commanded in my habitation; and honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people?
Sometimes we justify our sin by reasoning, “I like listening to that,” or “I really love him,” or “It’s my favorite show.”
III.
Honoring God Involves an Acceptance of Life’s Challenges
1 Samuel 3:18
And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him good.

This was not an easy thing for the child Samuel to say to the high priest, Eli. Yet, he was far more concerned with honoring God than honoring man.

Honoring self may give lip service to obeying God, but that is all.

Plainly put, Eli gave lip service to God’s instruction, but he did not give real service.

1 Samuel 2:22–24
22 Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay with the women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
23 And he said unto them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people. 
24 Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear: ye make the Lord’s people to transgress.
1 Samuel 3:13
For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not.
Eli spoke to his sons about their sin, but he honored them above God because he didn’t do the work of restraining.

We can see that there is a difference in what life looks like when we honor God rather than ourselves. But, what does honor really mean?
In Scripture, the word honour is used both as a noun and as a verb. The Bible says:

Psalms 66:1–2
1 Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:
2 Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious.
Here, the word communicates the idea of something almost tangible being placed upon a person. It is something that they possess. It means that they possess glory and dignity and reverence in abundance. Honor, then, can actually be something that is placed upon you, and then is possessed. In other words, God can actually give you honor.

However, our primary view today has been to look at the word as it pertains to its verb form, that which requires action.

When we come to our text in 1 Samuel 2:30, we find that honour is a verb. It requires action on the part of the doer—the one attempting to honor.

As we conclude, let’s define the verb and what it means for us today.

The word honor means “to be heavy” or “to give weight or worth to.”
Making “weighty” those things that God says are important.

Illustration: Have you ever gotten something for your wife because it is what you wanted? Like golf clubs, because she really likes it when you relax—thereby making her happy. Even so, much in our worship today exists because it’s how we want to come before God. We reason that God is so desirous of making us “happy” that this worship or action or thing must be pleasing to Him.

· I like this style so it’s how I’m going to worship Him.

· I like this entertainment, so it’s what I’m going to allow in my Christian life.

· I think this is the best way to raise my children, so it’s what I’m going to superimpose over my Christianity.

· I think a church should be like this so I’m going to attend that kind of church.

· All too often it’s “what I think”…that keeps us from honoring God!

We try to explain our reasoning with phrases like:

· “That’s not really important to me.”
· “I’m sure that may work for you, but I don’t really believe that.” By “believe” we really mean “accept”, thereby rejecting it.

Remember, the word honor means “to give weight to.” It communicates that we understand whatever God says is weighty.

Illustration: There was a commercial back in the 70’s and 80’s. One phrase was used repeatedly, and it was, “When E.F. Hutton talks, people listen.”
The idea of “honor” is that, when God speaks, I give His words weight—I listen.

· So, when God speaks about my family, I listen.

· When God speaks about my mouth as it pertains to gossip, slander, foolishness, or filthiness, I listen.

· When God speaks about my family and how to raise children, I listen.

· When God speaks about the gathering of believers and His church, I listen.

· When God speaks about my possessions and what I am to do with them, I listen.

· And, as I listen, I also respond.

Conclusion: Because Samuel valued the wisdom, ways, and the very Word of God, God honored Samuel.

Samuel let none of God’s words get by Him. He “caught” them. Now, look at what God did for Samuel.

1 Samuel 3:19
And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground.

