Text: Colossians 4:14–18

Title: Using your Talents for God’s Glory

Introduction: In Colossians chapters one and two, Paul exalts Jesus Christ to His rightful place as the preeminent One in the universe. He explains that Jesus Christ is God in human flesh. Jesus is the Creator of the world, and therefore is sufficient in meeting every spiritual and physical need we have.

Paul’s explanation of Jesus Christ defeated the heresies that were trying to make their way into the church. The Colossian heresy of the first century is very similar to the New Age heresy of the twenty-first century. There are many today in the media and government who want to silence Jesus Christ and remove Him from public life. But that will never happen. Why? He is Lord of lords and King of kings. Because of who He is we should give our lives to honoring, glorifying, and serving Him.
God wants your life to count for Him. God wants to use you in the service of Jesus Christ. You do not have to be a pastor with a Bible college or seminary degree to be used by God. God desires to use everyone here, wherever you are in life. I can prove it to you. My proof comes from Heb. 11, the Hebrews Hall of Faith. We find men and women who were used by God who were not all full-time preachers, in fact most were not.

· 11:3 “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” Abel the shepherd.

· 11:6 “By faith Noah” a carpenter and ark builder.

· 11:8 “By faith Abraham” a business man.

· 11:11 “Through faith also Sarah” a homemaker.

· 11:23 “By faith Moses” a politician, a political leader.

· 11:30 “Joshua” a general.

· 11:31 “By faith the harlot Rahab” a former harlot.

· 11:32 Gideon, Barack, Samson, and Jepthah were judges.

· 11:32 David, a king, and Samuel, a prophet.

Most of these people were not full-time preachers, but they were men and women of faith who God used. God wants to use you to influence others for Him. Is He using you today? Offer yourself to God as a living sacrifice, and He will use you for His glory!
Whoever you are, whatever you do, God wants you to use what you have for Him. If you have possessions, make them available to God’s service. If you have talents and gifts, God gave them to you to use for Him. If you have influence, use that influence for God. Money, possessions, time, talent—as a Christian it’s all for God.
Let’s meet some more of the faithful servants of God.
I.
Available for God–vs. 14a
Luke the Physician greets you.
What do we know about Luke? He was a Christian doctor.
There are several things that were true of Luke.
1. He was an educated Gentile—most likely from Antioch (the church that sent out Paul and Barnabas). Both then and now, physicians have to go through a great deal of education to become a doctor.
2. He was wealthy. Both then and now, physicians typically do quite well on the economic ladder of success.
3. He was a committed Christian. Luke gave up the comforts of home to travel with the apostle Paul on his missionary journeys and to join him in his imprisonment.
4. He was well loved by Christians. Verse 14 calls him a “beloved physician.” This man was willing to sacrifice his wealth and his comforts for the glory of God and the advancement of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Great is his reward in Heaven.
Are you available for God? Are you available for God’s service? Can you say with many other servants of God, “It’s not about me. It’s all about Him!”

II.
Used by God
Luke used his occupation to help care for the apostle Paul and the missionary team. International travel, then and now, had its dangers and medical issues. What a great thing to have a doctor on the missionary team! Some think that Paul’s thorn in the flesh was a medical condition relating to his eyes. He thanked the Galatian church for their willingness to pluck out their very eyes for him (Galatians 4:15). We don’t know for sure if he had an eye disease, but we do know it was a great blessing to have a doctor along.
Luke wrote the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. Luke wrote an eloquent presentation of Jesus Christ. His writings show a strong mastery of the Greek language. If you combine the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts and compare them to Paul’s writings, you will find that Luke wrote 5,000 more words than the apostle Paul.
Luke was with Paul at the end of his life. In 2 Timothy 4:11 Paul said, “Only Luke is with me.” Tradition says that after Paul was martyred, Luke preached the gospel in Italy, Galatia, Dalmatia, and Macedonia.
III.
Abandoning God—vs. 14b
Demas greets you.
There are three references to Demas in Scripture.
· “Demas my fellow servant”—Philemon 24
· “Demas”—Colossians 4:14
· “Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world”—2 Timothy 4:10.
What a contrast to John Mark—the man with the surprising future. At one point, John Mark forsook the first missionary team, only later to be restored by Barnabas. Demas forsook Paul and apparently never returned. He loved the world. That does not refer to the physical world. This refers to the evil system controlled by Satan. It is our society without God.
John describes the worldly system as “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” in 1 John 2. He says if you love the worldly system, you don’t love God. James says the friend of the world is the enemy of God (James 4:4). We don’t know which of the three traps caught Demas—perhaps all three. Demas thought he could serve two masters. He thought he could have one foot in the church and one foot in the world. Ever try and stand in two canoes—one foot in one canoe and one foot in the other? It will not work. You will fall. Demas had such opportunity and he threw it all away because he took his eyes off of Christ. He chose NOT to use his talents for God and wasted his life.
IV.
Using My Talents for God’s Glory–vs. 17
Paul told Archippus to take heed to the ministry and fulfill it. Archippus may be the son of Philemon. He has taken the spiritual leadership while Pastor Epaphras is away. Everyone of us should listen closely to the instruction Paul Archippus—fulfill the ministry that God gives to you. Make your life count for Jesus Christ

· Point people to Jesus Christ.

· Influence others for God.

God equips the saints with spiritual gifts they can use to fulfill the ministry He has given them. Why does God choose to give me spiritual gifts?

A.
To Glorify Himself

1 Peter 4:11
If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
If we really practiced this verse, there would be less conflict in churches. If we lose sight of it and we start looking at our ministry as a territory or a thing to be protected, or “this is what I do and don’t touch it” we lose sight of lifting up Christ and pointing to His goodness and grace.
B.
To Build Up the Body of Christ—The Local Church

Ephesians 4:11–12
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
God wants you to encourage, help, and strengthen someone in this local church. As you use your talents and gifts, you help others grow spiritually.

C.
To Develop Unity in the Body of Christ

Ephesians 4:13
Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
We need to come together to see things in a likeminded way, to move forward to achieve the goals that God wants us to. The number one goal is fulfilling the Great Commission. Helping people come to know the Lord as their Saviour and then growing in the things of God.
D.
To Develop Maturity in the Body of Christ
Ephesians 4:14–15
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, & cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
Author Fred Smith said, “God is not as interested in your success as your maturity.” When you use your talents and gifts for God’s glory, not only do you grow spiritually, but you help others to grow closer to God.
E.
To Grow the Body of Christ
Ephesians 4:16
From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
Healthy things grow. Church health brings church growth. This is God’s way!
What is the difference between spiritual gifts and natural talents? Atheists have natural talents. Many who don’t believe in God are talented and gifted people, but only Christians have spiritual gifts. Christians also have natural talents, but they are not the same.
Talents and gifts can be blended together. For example, the gift of administration and the talent of financial management can be blended together, or the gift of mercy and the ability for counseling can be blended together. It may be hard to distinguish where the gift ends and the talent begins. Don’t get hung up on that—the key is that effective ministry takes place.
	Natural Talents
	Spiritual Gifts

	Received from biological parents
	Given by the Holy Spirit

	Present from natural birth
	Present from conversion

	Benefits in the earthly realm
	Benefits in the spiritual realm

	Advance man’s plans
	Advance God’s plans

	Results are (usually) temporal
	Results are always eternal

	Glorify self
	Glorify God


The three primary lists of spiritual gifts are found in Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4. There are gifts that are in one passage but not in another, and of course some of the gifts mentioned in these passages are not for Christians today.
God has a tool box of gifts. He designed them for us to build His kingdom. Are you using your talents and gifts for His glory?

Illustration: Have you heard about the rabbit on a swim team? Once upon a time, the animals decided they would do something meaningful to meet the problems of the new world. So they organized a school. They adopted an activity curriculum of running, climbing, swimming and flying. To make it easier to administer the curriculum, all the animals took all the subjects.

The duck was excellent in swimming; in fact, better than his instructor. But he made only passing grades in flying, and was very poor in running. Since he was slow in running, he had to drop swimming and stay after school to practice running. This caused his web feet to be badly worn, so that he was only average in swimming. But average was quite acceptable, so nobody worried about that—except the duck.

The rabbit started at the top of his class in running, but developed a nervous twitch in his leg muscles because of so much make-up work in swimming.

The squirrel was excellent in climbing, but he encountered constant frustration in flying class because his teacher made him start from the ground up instead of from the treetop down. He developed cramps from overexertion, and so only got a C in climbing and a D in running. 

The eagle was a problem child and was severely disciplined for being non-conformist. In climbing classes he beat all the others to the top of the tree, but insisted on using his own way to get there.

The obvious moral of the story is a simple one—each creature has its own set of capabilities in which it will naturally excel. Let God use you for His glory.
Poem: Christ has no hands but our hands,
To do His work today;
He has no feet but our feet,
To lead men His way;
He has no tongues but our tongues,
To tell men how He died;
He has no help but our help,
To bring them to his side.—Annie Johnson Flint
You may think, “I don’t have much,” but you do. Eleven years ago I was preaching on serving the Lord and I said, “Just like the little boy who gave his lunch to Jesus, give God what you have and He will use it. That day, Jesus fed 5,000 men and another 20,000 women and children with five loaves and two fishes.” One lady heard that message and began praying, “Lord, I don’t have any talents and gifts. I’m just a nanny.” God put it on her heart and she came to Jodie and said, “I know you love to sing in the choir and I see you have your hands full with two babies and a toddler, I will be glad to watch your children during choir practice.” What seemed like a small offer was huge to our family.
Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as you ever can.—John Wesley
I am only one, but I am one.
I cannot do everything, but
I can do something.
And what I can do, I ought to do.
And what I ought to do, by the
Grace of God, I shall do.—Edward Everett Hale
Conclusion: Salvation will come to your heart when you put your faith in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of your sins.
Spiritual Growth will never occur unless you use your gifts.

Make your life count for Christ and eternity.
