Text: Matthew 2:3
Title: 5 Responses to the Birth of Christ
I.
Some Worried–vs. 2

A.
Herod Worried
Herod thought he was king of the Jews. Now the wise men asked, “Where is the King of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:2)  

Note that the wise men asked for He that was born king. A person cannot generally be born king. The son of a king is not a king. The son of a king is a prince. Jesus was born King because He was not the Son of a King, He was the Son of God.

B.
All Jerusalem Worried
It is far easier to understand Herod’s concern than that of his followers. Yet, we too worry about the Lordship of Jesus Christ. If He is King, I must comply with His demands. I may often be unwilling to completely surrender to Him. 

Illustration: a man once spent a long time with the Lord trying to surrender every area of his life. As a visible expression of his yieldedness, he took out a piece of paper, wrote all the things he was willing to do for God and signed his name at the bottom. He went into an empty church building and laid the paper on the altar, expecting this act would bring peace. It did not.

He went back and wrote an even longer list, adding many many things he would do for the Lord Jesus, signed his name at the bottom and again took it to the altar. As was the case previously, he failed to feel the peace he had anticipated. As he prayed and asked God what he should do, it seemed that the Lord said, “Take a blank piece of paper. Sign your name at the bottom. And put that on the altar.”
True surrender does not examine God’s intended will for our life, consider it, and then consent. True surrender yields to God’s will without even knowing what it might be. 

II.
Some Wondered
A.
Mary wondered
Luke 1:34b
“How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”
B.
The Shepherds Wondered
Luke 2:9b 
“The glory for the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.”
C.
Most People Wonder about God

Life Magazine did a study in which they found that there were very few true atheists and many more agnostics. They did not deny the existence of God, they wondered about it.

D.
Sometimes, God’s People Wonder
“If God loves me, why has He allowed these difficult things in my life? If God takes care of His children, why am I having tall these troubles?”
Illustration: several years ago, our music director, Bro. Roger Powell and his family, left after a Wednesday night service in early December to go to Georgia for the wedding of a family member. Just an hour and a half down the road, their rented van spun out of control on an icy overpass. Their eight-year-old daughter was thrown from the van and killed.

A chaplain in the hospital said to them, “There are some things God can’t help. But He wants to help us through those things He can’t help.” Even in the midst of his shock and grief, Bro. Powell was able to look the unsaved chaplain in the eye and say, “This was no accident. This was an appointment.” God’s people don’t have to wonder. We know that all things work together for good. I may not understand, but praise God, He understands.

III.
Some Worshipped–vs. 11

Worship has become a bad word in some fundamental circles. We equate it with silent sanctuaries, seven-fold “Amens” and songs sounding like funeral dirges played on a melancholy pipe organ. That’s not worship—that’s formalism. 

The word worship comes from two words, the word kiss and the word towards. It simply means to direct affection or love towards God.

It is amazing that the wise men worshipped a Baby. No one pays homage to a baby, but this Baby was God.

IV.
Some Weighed
Luke 2:19b
“Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.”
It is amazing what we allow our minds to ponder. We ought to make a conscious and determined choice to think about God.

Psalm 77:10-12
“And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the right hand of the most High. I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings.”
V.
Some Witnessed
Luke 2:20b
“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the thigns that thye had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.” 

All of God’s people ought always to spread the Gospel to everyone they can. At this Christmas season, when the hearts of the world are turned more towards Christ than normal, the hearts of His people should be especially filled with His love. We ought to take extra opportunities to share the good news.
