The Prophets: Do They Live Forever?
Text: Zechariah 1:5
“Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever?”
Introduction: Jeremiah and Zephaniah prophesied before the Babylonian captivity; Ezekiel and Daniel during; Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi afterward.
· Though Haggai and Zechariah worked together, Haggai focused on the work before them (rebuilding the temple), while Zechariah (“God remembers”) focused on the work beyond them (Israel’s future and the 1st and 2nd coming of Christ).

· Men of God should appreciate the contributions of each other to the Lord’s work.

· Each man has his own ministry from the Lord, must carve the path God has for him (Joshua 17:14–18), and will hand it off to another one day.

I.
The Work of God is Greater Than Us—“The former prophets” (Zechariah 1:4; 7:7)

A.
“One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh” (Ecclesiastes 1:4)
· There will always be those who are passing and those who are coming. The message outlives the messenger. 

· The flower of our life fades. The work of our God lives on. 

· What we can no longer do with energy, we must do with urgency. Our days are numbered! (Psalm 90:12)

B.
“...the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan...” (Joshua 1:1–2)
· “A leader’s lasting value is measured by succession.” –Dr. Ron Comfort 
· Someone will someday stand in our stead. It’s not about us. It’s about Him and them!

C.
“...and thou mayest add thereto” (1 Chronicles 22:14)
· We must prepare for the next generation—David prepared for Solomon. (The theme of 1 Chronicles 22 is prepare. The word is found five times in the chapter.)
· We must prepare the next generation—train, equip, give every opportunity to bear fruit that remains—“able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2)

Illustration: A wealthy business man took the company his father left him and turned it into a billion-dollar enterprise. When asked how he had accomplished all that he had, he stated, “I started out with an awful lot handed to me.”

· “For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 3:8)

What an opportunity for a man’s influence to outlive him. God has designed that the way you live after you die is to die (to self) while you live. 

What a sacred honor to be entrusted with the fruit of a man’s life. 

What a head start some men have been given.

· Timothys, your Pauls are trying to help you.

· What are you doing to help them?

II.
The Word of God Is More Powerful Than Our Word
Zechariah 1:6
“But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned...”
A.
“Did they not take hold of your fathers?” (Zechariah 1:6) 
· There is power and conviction in the Word of God! 

· In Jeremiah 37:17, King Zedekiah asked the prophet, “Is there any word from the Lord? And Jeremiah said, There is”. 
· This world needs to hear this Word from the Lord! 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6) 

2 Corinthians 4 declares that God has given us “this ministry” (vs. 1) to take “this treasure” (vs. 7) to “this world” (vs. 4) 

B.
“Should I weep...as I have done?” (Zechariah 7:3)
· Truth always trumps tradition (fasts they instituted to commemorate special days in the nation’s history versus what God had commanded). 

· Don’t forsake the truth because some have mixed it with tradition or not represented it well. There will always be the Hananiahs in the ditch on the other side of the road of truth willing to preach a popular message in telling people what they want to hear instead of what they need to hear—proclaiming liberty and freedom while exchanging their yokes of wood for yokes of iron (Jeremiah 28:13). Thank God for those who love you enough to tell you the truth and hold you to it!

C.
“Preach the Word” (2 Timothy 4:1) 
· “...a famine in the land...of hearing the words of the Lord:” (Amos 8:11) 
· “The church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” (1 Timothy 3:15b)

· We are messengers of mercy—“one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.”

Illustration: A Jehovah’s Witness came to my door and handed me a booklet entitled, “Is There Such a Thing As the Trinity?” I told him that if I came to his door I would preach Jesus to him. I also said that if I was Satan I would want people zealously telling others that there is no Trinity, Jesus is not God, and Hell doesn’t last forever. Because his is a works religion, I went on to say that his motive for coming to my door was selfish—it was about securing his eternity, not mine.

· Giving out the truth is an act of selflessness for the genuine Christian. To not give it out is an act of selfishness. Give it out—the power is in the truth! (Isaiah 55:11; Romans 1:16)

III.
The Will of God Is More Important Than Our Will
· “I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it...” (Zechariah 1:16) God has a plan for His people. Get in on what He is doing.
A.
“Before I die” (3 times in the Bible)—I want to:
· Become—truthful and trusting with character and contentment (Proverbs 30:7–9) 
· Behold—someone I need to see again, make contact with, go and be reunited with (Genesis 45:28) 
· Bless—those who will come after me—give them what I’ve gathered (Genesis 27:4)

B.
“And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17)
· Give your life to that which never dies.
· “Abide still” (1 Timothy 1:3)

· Don’t develop the habit of laziness, loathing or leaving.

· The key to accomplishing something for God is getting out of the bed, loving people, and staying.

· Learn from your mistakes and keep going—“live it and give it.”
· Sometimes you can’t feel, sense, or see God at work —that is when you say, “So, this is faith.”
· Survive the quitting spots

· Pray for the preacher who is suffering in silence; dying by degree, with a dagger in his heart only God can see.
· When misrepresented and betrayed, study the life of Joseph.

· That opportunity you despise today, you will desire tomorrow. (Numbers 27:14; Hebrews 12:17) 

C.
“Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24) 

· “...yet not I, but Christ...” (Galatians 2:20)
· Live (Galatians 2:20)
· Labour (1 Corinthians 15:10)

· Lead (1 Corinthians 7:10)

· God is with me, for me, and working on my behalf (Philippians 1:6).

· Our lives are, “A vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14). The days of our years are, “Soon cut off, and we fly away” (Psalm 90:10). We are as, “…a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again” (Psalm 78:39).

· Take care of the body God has given you—it is the only one you’ll get in this life. Live a balanced life with proper schedule, diet, exercise and rest (1 Corinthians 6:20).
Conclusion:
It has been said, “Life is like a coin. You can spend it any which way you wish, but you can only spend it once.” Invest the coin of your life in eternity because the work of God is greater than us, the Word of God is more powerful than our word, and the will of God is more important than our will.
