Text: Hosea 6:1–3

Title: Then Shall We Know

Introduction: No prophet sacrificed more for his God than Hosea. He married a woman, Gomer, who would later become a harlot. She would dishonor her husband, violate her vows, and break his heart. The book of Hosea gives us a “graphic picture” of Israel’s backslidden condition, the gracious plea from Jehovah for them to return to Him, and a glorious promise of a restored relationship.
I.
The Return Pled—vs. 1
A.
The conditions requiring the return
1.
They were torn
2.
They were smitten

Both of these conditions were wrought by God. God loves us. He wants to build us. He wants our best. But He will chastise His children when they sin.
B.
The consequences resulting from the return
1.
God would heal them
2.
God would bind them up
Why stay in a mess? Forgiveness, restoration, and blessing await those who return to their heavenly Father.
Illustration: A young Scottish girl named Janet left her godly home and went into deep sin. After months of profligate living, she finally “came to herself” and decided to return home. Though it was well after midnight, she was surprised to see a lamp on in the home. She decided that if the door was open, she would enter the house. If not, she would go back to the hogpen. To her surprise and delight, the door of the little cottage was unlocked. Her mother heard the noise, wakened from her sleep and came down to embrace and welcome her daughter back. “Mother, I saw the light on. I decided that if the door was open, I would come in. If not, I would go back to my miserable, sinful circumstances.” 
“Sweetheart,” the mother replied, “there has not been one night since you left this house that a lamp has not been lit and the door left open.”
How wonderful it is that God leaves the door open for His wayward children to return to Him!
II.
The Revival Produced—vs. 2

A.
The timing

The revival comes after the return. We want God to make us feel better so that we will come back to Him. God wants us to come back so that He can make us better. The Psalmist said, “Turn us again, O God…” (Psalm 80:3). God has never changed. Revival will not come until we turn back to Him.

B.
The truth
What happens when the revival comes? We will “live in His sight.” Revival produces believers who are aware of His presence, relying on His power, seeking His praise, and walking after His purity.
III.
The Revelation Promised—vs. 3

A.
The promise

“Then shall we know.” Many of the instructions God gives us do not make sense to us. We wish for a complete revelation so that we can make an intelligent decision to obey. God requires obedience to His Word, whether or not we understand it.

B.
The prerequisite
“If we follow on to know the Lord.”
1.
The continuation expected

How many people with great potential fail to accomplish anything for God because they did not continue. All of us know talented individuals whose lives lie shipwrecked because they got off track.

2.
The communion exhorted
We don’t need to know the answer; we need to know the Lord. The question is not, do we understand “why” God says, but do we understand “what” He says. We would do well as people if we stopped looking for answers and started looking for God. After we “follow on to know the Lord,” then we will understand Proverbs 16:3, “Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established.” The great lesson for the people of God from this passage is to do what we know God wants and trust Him to help it make sense to us later on.
Illustration: The owner of an insurance agency in Flint, Michigan stopped by my office once. He reminded me that many years previous I preached a revival at his church. He said that during one sermon I pointed to the pastor and said, “If you follow this man, you will make some mistakes. But you will make fewer mistakes than if you tried to decide on your own what you ought to do.” 
This man said, “I decided then that I would follow the man of God as he preached the Word of God.” Though he was not even in business for himself then, he now has a successful insurance agency. More importantly, he is faithfully and actively serving God in a sound fundamental church, and has a good family that loves the Lord and is growing in God’s grace. He decided to “follow on to know the Lord” even though he didn’t understand, and now he “knows.”
