Text: Daniel 2
Title: A God that Maketh Known
Introduction: The world often has interesting counsel. From Dr. Phil, Dr. Laura, and Oprah, to the experts of academia, and the self-help gurus whose profit-making works line the shelves of our local bookstores—everybody has advice for us. Some of it may be helpful. Some of it definitely is not. But all of it is subject to the Word of God. God makes it His job to guide us (Psalm 32:8). In this story, we see a time when the king found all of his worldly counselors unable to help him.

I.
The Requirement

A.
It was an urgent requirement

1.
Because of the trouble (vs. 1)

2. 
Because of the timing (vs. 14)

B.
It was an unreasonable requirement (vs. 4–13)
The wise men were used to being asked to interpret dreams. They were not used to being asked to tell what the dream was and then supply the meaning.
C.
It was a universal requirement (vs. 12)

All the wise men were to be killed should the king’s command not be followed.
D.
It was an unmet requirement
Here was a dilemma: not one wise man could remember the dream that the king had dreamed. I suspect that it crossed their minds to try to “make up” a dream, but they were at least smart enough to know that should they fabricate a dream that was totally different from the one the king had that he would know of their deception. They were stuck.
II.
The Request

Daniel always has the right attitude. Whether he is requesting of the Prince of the Eunuchs that he might not defile himself with the king’s meat and wine or whether he is here requesting to know why the decree is so hasty from the king, he always has a respectful and appropriate spirit.

A.
A request for information
Daniel 2:15
He answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.
B.
A request for an interval (vs. 16)
He asked that time might be given. It is amazing what God does “in process of time.” Things can become much better in the process of time. Mountains that seem to be immovable objects can slip away in the process of time.
Illustration: I read a story of a man who was sentenced to die by an Eastern monarch of a previous century. The man said, “Your honor, it is totally your right to execute me should you choose. But if you will let me live, I promise that within a year, I will make horses fly.” The king was intrigued by this offer and, reasoning that he had nothing to lose, granted the man’s request. As the man went out of the king’s court and into his twelve months of freedom, one of his friends said, “You crazy fool. You know you can’t make horses fly! What are you going to do?” The friend smiled.

“Well,” he said, “who knows? In a year the king may die. In a year the king may change his mind. In a year the king may forget that he was ever upset with me. And who knows? Maybe within a year I will figure a way to make horses fly.” Daniel requested that time should be given.

C.
A request for invocation (vs. 17–18)

Daniel did not stop with his request to the king. He immediately enlisted his friends to make a request to God.
III.
The Revelation

A.
From the eternal Sovereign

1.
It was prompt (vs. 19)

2.
It was praiseworthy (vs. 19–23)

B.
To the earthly sovereign

1.
The asking (vs. 26)

2.
The answer (vs. 27, 29)

a.
Who couldn’t

b.
Who could

3.
The assurance (vs. 30)

IV.
The Response

A.
Reverence (vs. 46)
Uh-oh! The king is worshipping Daniel. Isn’t this wrong? Won’t Daniel have to treat him like Paul and Barnabas did the men who thought they were Jupiter and Mercury? No, because immediately after the reverence, there is:
B.
Recognition (vs. 47)

Nebuchadnezzar reverenced Daniel. (What an astounding thing that the most powerful man in the world should worship one of his fairly low subjects!) But he recognized that it was Daniel’s God who had given him the answer.
V.
The Reward (vs. 48)
A.
Daniel was made a ruler

B.
Daniel remembered his friends
VI.
The Reminders

A.
A lot of worldly advice is just made up
During a recent lawsuit on the part of our president’s administration asking that all offshore drilling be suspended, we noted with interest that over half of the experts quoted by the administration disagreed with its conclusions. They used the expert’s names but just made up the results they wanted.
B.
Most of our conflicts come because we are in the flesh
Nebuchadnezzar got all upset because the wise men couldn’t give him an answer and immediately commanded that they be cut into pieces and their houses made into dunghills.
C.
You can only fake it so far

Illustration: There was a wealthy man years ago who loved to play the violin but did not do so extremely well. Because of his contributions to a particular orchestra, he had been allowed to play in the orchestra and to play first chair. Most of the time, he blended in with the others and did not cause too much discordance. However, he was pretending to be a far better musician than he really was.
One day, a new conductor took over the orchestra and announced that his first order of business would be to listen to each person play so that he could assign them the appropriate position in the orchestra. The man realized he could not fake it anymore, and he would have to “face the music.” Hence, the term we still use today. We can pretend to know God. We can pretend to have answers. We can pretend to be better than we are. But someday, we will have to face the music.

D.
God’s work is a team work
Daniel did not go to God by himself, get the answer by himself, or tell the king by himself. He enlisted the aid of Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael.
E.
God deserves much more praise than we give Him
How wonderfully Daniel always turns the attention to God—both in private and in public.
F.
Success is an opportunity to glorify God

G.
It is possible to know about God without knowing Him
Conclusion:
