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Text: Genesis 42:11
Title: The Awakening of Joseph’s Brothers
Introduction: The idea of an “awakening” implies a preceding slumber or passivity. The Great Awakening in America occurred in the mid 1700s and was fueled with the fiery preaching of George Whitefield and Jonathan Edwards. The Grain Awakening occurred when Jacob’s family got hungry and was fueled by the providential working of God through Joseph.

The word repentance in Scripture means “to change one’s mind.” The corresponding Latin word means, “to recover one’s senses.” Joseph’s brothers were about to have their spiritual senses awakened—recovered—and true repentance was about to take place.

For many years, the consciences of Joseph’s brothers slumbered under the surface of everyday life. 
Review: When they sold Joseph into slavery, they thought that they were rid of their problem. Their father believed their lie, and there would certainly be no future “bowing down” to this dreamer. But God had other plans; plans that were unknown to Joseph’s brothers, unknown to Joseph’s parents, and yes, unknown in their entirety to even Joseph himself.

Yet now, all the years of suffering and separation would not only culminate in good for Joseph, but for those who had wronged him as well.

Genesis 42:21
And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us.
The awakening had begun. An admission of guilt opened the door for further reviving.

Joseph sent his brothers home while Simeon remained bound in Egypt. Joseph’s instruction was that they should bring Benjamin back with them, and he would know if they were “true” men, as they had claimed. 
This was to reveal if they had learned anything. Were they now willing to sacrifice Benjamin as they had Joseph?

Joseph gave them that which they once craved but would now come to detest.

Genesis 42:26–28
26 And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence.
27 And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his sack’s mouth.
28 And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us?
Now, with their past burning in their minds, they connect the present hand of God with their past guilt.

They knew what it was like to have committed a crime and be falsely excused. Now, they had committed no crime and would be falsely accused. 
Now, when food again runs low, Judah does not offer some useless pledge by offering his sons as a pledge to Jacob (42:37). No, Judah offers himself as a pledge that he will bring back Jacob’s son, Benjamin.

Genesis 43:8–9
8 And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones.
9 I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever:
Judah, one of the brothers who had, with such callousness, lied to his father about the loss of his son, had come to the place where he willingly offers his own life in exchange for a son. What great progress was taking place in the lives of Joseph’s brothers. How patiently God was bringing them to a place of true repentance, so far beyond remorse. Yes, they could now take Benjamin and present him to Joseph. 
Now, would they sacrifice Benjamin as they had Joseph? Had they changed? If they had, they were ready for the next step—that of confrontation and confession.

Joseph had been working to reveal the lawlessness that resided in their own hearts, and the love that resided in his heart.
Remember, the easy thing for Joseph to do was to physically provide for his brothers. But there were needs so much deeper than the physical ones that needed to be addressed.

So God, in His power, can remove the famine in your life. He could again cause the Nile to flow. But He is working something of far greater worth. He longs to be more than just your supplier, but to be recognized as your Saviour. He’s waiting for more than remorse, He is waiting for true repentance. And before you will repent, there must be a brutal recognition of sin.

I.
The Bewilderment of Joseph’s Brothers
Joseph was purposeful in his actions with the intent of bringing his brothers back into right fellowship.

What were the steps that unfolded? John Phillips describes the process as follows:

A.
An undeserved feast

Genesis 43:15–17
15 And the men took that present, and they took double money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.
16 And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon.
17 And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the men into Joseph’s house.
The responsibility was all on Joseph. He spread the feast, he bore the cost, he initiated the opportunity, and he provided the sacrifice.

How like the Gospel we see with this initiation on the part of Joseph.

1 John 4:19
We love him, because he first loved us.
B.
Unconcealed fear

Genesis 43:18
And the men were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph’s house; and they said, Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our asses.
They were now brought into the presence of unfettered power. The opulence, the splendor, the visions of wealth and power were now all about them. In the presence of such power, they were afraid.

When the Apostle John was given his vision of Heaven in the Book of Revelation, he was also taken into the presence of the King. This is what the Bible records of Christ:

Revelation 1:14–18
14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;
15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.
16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.
17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:
18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

What often happens when we are brought into the presence of God and His truth?

· We become fearful.

· We can become agitated.

· We try to remedy the dilemma without addressing the problem.
They said they were fearful because of the money in their sacks—that really wasn’t the problem.

C.
Understandable formality

Genesis 43:25–26
25 And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there.
26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the earth.
They bowed themselves again before Joseph, just as he had twice dreamed that they would bow. But Joseph knew that they were not yet ready to come to genuine repentance. The Lord, like Joseph patiently waits and lovingly prepares us for the place of repentance and restoration.

D.
Unrevealed feelings

Genesis 43:30–31
30 And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his chamber, and wept there.
31 And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, and said, Set on bread.
How characteristic of our Lord Who yearns for restoration with His own.

Matthew 23:37
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!
With loving patience, Joseph restrained his feelings for his brothers until they were ready to come to him.

E.
Uncanny familiarity

Genesis 43:33
And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the men marvelled one at another.
They must have asked, “How could he know this?!” And the conviction and the bewilderment continues to run even deeper.

F.
Unusual favor

Genesis 43:34a 
And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin’s mess was five times so much as any of theirs
The last test that Joseph’s eye longs to behold is how his brothers would respond to their youngest brother who receives unmerited favor? Joseph had received it before, and Benjamin is receiving it now. They had all been somewhat slighted. Would there be envy, jealousy, even some outrage in their eyes? 
G.
Unrestrained fellowship

Genesis 43:34b
 And they drank, and were merry with him.
The answer for Joseph was now very clear. His brothers had learned, and he could see it in their eyes. The opportunity for fellowship now presented itself.

Joseph presents that which could be their daily enjoyment. They feasted as if there was no famine. They were enjoying the presence of the great provider—they could taste and see that this lord of the land was good.

Psalm 34:8
O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

The steps to their full restoration were not yet complete. There remained yet another.

II.
The Brokenness of Joseph’s Brothers
A.
The question—What would they do with Benjamin?

Genesis 44:1–2
1 And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man’s money in his sack’s mouth.
2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of the youngest, and his corn money. And he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken.
Joseph wanted to know what they would do, given the opportunity, to save their own necks or to save Benjamin’s.

B.
The confrontation—Who would they protect?

Genesis 44:10–12
10 And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words: he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be blameless.
11 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack.
12 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.

Joseph sent his servants to apprehend his brothers. They knew that they were innocent, yet now they understood the power of a false accusation.

Now, without hesitation, the men cast in their lot with Benjamin and agreed that his fate would be theirs. 

C.
The confession—God knows me.

Genesis 44:15–16
15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine?
16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord’s servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is found.

The final test is now at hand and confession is made to Joseph of their guilt.

The reality of this confession is that Judah offers to make good on his word. He will not accept Joseph’s permission to leave and go to his father. He pleads with Joseph to allow him to stay in place of Benjamin. Now, true repentance, not just remorse, had come to the brothers.

True repentance comes when we are more concerned with restoration and making restitution than we are with the cost of being restored.

Conclusion:

2 Corinthians 7:9–11
9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.
What does true repentance produce:

1.
A new carefulness

“For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you…”
The word carefulness here means “earnestness or diligence.” They had a genuine desire to be right.

2.
A new confession

“…what clearing of yourselves…”
The phrase “what clearing of yourselves” is the word apologia.
3.
A new concern

“…what indignation…”
There is a personal indignation for having allowed this to happen. It is personal frustration at having allowed the enemy to have had any success.

4.
A new characteristic

“…what fear…”
Prior to their repentance, they were “puffed up” and arrogant about their sin. Now, they feared the power and potency of sin.

5.
A new compulsion

“…what vehement desire…”
Coldness and indifference seem to be swept away. There is a new passion for Christ.

6.
A new commitment

“…what zeal, yea, what revenge!...”
They were eagerly putting things back in order. There was no hesitation and no drudgery with this.

7.
A new conscience

“…In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.”
The Corinthians had demonstrated that they were free from guilt in this matter. Are you?


