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Title: Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Out
Introduction: No man seeks to be filled until he is first aware of his hunger. And, the deeper his hunger, the more diligently he seeks to be satisfied.
There are 13 recorded famines in the Bible. Without a doubt, God was about to use the withholding of natural                                                   resources to bring about a spiritual feast.

In Egypt, if the Nile failed, Egypt failed. For seven years, all of Egypt rejoiced that the Nile had been full. They had never experienced such bounty. The twenty-percent levy on grain, imposed by Joseph, was nothing at all to an Egypt so filled with grain. What was twenty-percent when so much remained?

But now, the years of famine had begun. Now, the Nile failed to rise. The life giving, nutrient rich flood that had come so powerfully for the previous seven years now was painfully absent. Year after year, those who gave the report of the Nile offered no good news. It would be another year of famine.

God was using famine to deepen, not only an awareness of physical need, but of spiritual need as well. 
I.
Denial & Deception—vs. 11

Genesis 42:7–11
7 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food.
8 And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him.
9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.
10 And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants come.
11 We are all one man’s sons; we are true men, thy servants are no spies.

It is true that we are quick to pronounce our own goodness. Proverbs 20:6 says: “Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?”
What Joseph’s brothers now needed was an opportunity to truly face themselves for who they really were instead of who they thought themselves to be. They boldly proclaimed that they were “true men.” Yet, nothing could be further from the truth.

It was the rich man in Luke 12:17–20 who said: “What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?”
It was the church at Laodicea that said: “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” (Revelation 3:17).
We live in a society that believes if you say it loud enough and often enough, it must be true. 
Sadly, many times, as parents, we live in denial about our children. We become defensive and go on the offensive.

This also has much implication regarding the secret sin of adultery:

Proverbs 7:7–27
7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding,
8 Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house,
9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night:
10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart.
11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:
12 Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)
13 So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him,
14 I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows.
15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.
16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt.
17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.
18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves.
19 For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey:
20 He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed.
21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him.
22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;
23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.
24 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth.
25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths.
26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her.
27 Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.
II.
Remembering & Remorse
Joseph’s ten brothers had been living, they thought, successfully by denying their past. Now, it was time to remember. As Joseph began to stir their remembrance, they would painfully acknowledge their past without rewriting their history.

They began with a simple acknowledgment of Joseph.
Genesis 42:13
And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not.
They would not name him or further acknowledge him. In fact, they would prefer not to think of him. Yet now, they were forced to remember him.

Illustration: At times, we find some reference in Scripture, some passing word or question from a child, a rabbit trail in a sermon, a word on the radio, a simple line from a song that is sung, but it is being used of God to call to remembrance that which is still left undone or that which is presently being violated.

Joseph had no intention of allowing this “self-proclaimed innocence” stand. He would begin to deepen the weight of conviction. He said, “You are spies,” and put them in prison for three days.
Genesis 42:17–23
17 And he put them all together into ward three days.
18 And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for I fear God:
19 If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses:
20 But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so.
21 And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us.
22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required.
23 And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter.
Now, three very powerful forces were at work in their lives: conscience, memory, and reason and they said, “We are verily guilty concerning our brother.”
John Phillips said: “Conscience, memory, and reason—God’s three great hounds to bark and bay at the door of the soul. The pointing finger was doing its work. They were still blind as to who Joseph really was, but they were now thoroughly awakened to their appalling guilt concerning him. They would now mention his name, at least among themselves, and admit what they had done.”
These three things were following Joseph’s brothers. And, until they were willing to deal with their sin, these hounds would continually nip at their heels.

Numbers 32:23b 
Be sure your sin will find you out.
This does not mean that your sin will always be revealed. It does mean that it will always find you.

While the Bible tells us that Joseph yearned after his brethren, we realize that he purposefully waited to reveal his identity because they were not yet prepared to see him in his splendor and glory. There was yet work to be done and a further awakening of their sluggish conscience to be accomplished. They were experiencing remorse but not yet true repentance.

Now Joseph kept Simeon in prison. Why Simeon? Jacob, in the final blessing of his sons, would call Simeon an “instrument of cruelty.” Joseph knew that Simeon would need special discipline and he kept him back in prison while his brethren returned to their father with bread.

Next, Joseph would give them that which they once craved but would now come to detest.

Genesis 42:26–28
26 And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence.
27 And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his sack’s mouth.
28 And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us?
Now, with their past burning in their minds, they connect the present hand of God with their past guilt.

They knew what it was like to have committed a crime and be falsely excused. Now, they had committed no crime and would be falsely accused. 
Upon return to Jacob, he finally groans: “And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are against me” (Genesis 42:36).
While Jacob said, “all these things are against me,” the truth is that God was working all things together for his good.

Now, when food again runs low, Judah does not offer some useless pledge by offering his sons as a pledge to Jacob (42:37). No, Judah offers himself as a pledge that he will bring back Jacob’s son, Benjamin.

Genesis 43:8–9
8 And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones.
9 I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever:
Judah, one of the brothers who had, with such callousness, lied to his father about the loss of his son, had come to the place where he willingly offers his own life in exchange for a son. What great progress was taking place in the lives of Joseph’s brothers. How patiently God was bringing them to a place of true repentance, so far beyond remorse. Yes, they could now bring Benjamin and present him to Joseph. 
Now, would they sacrifice Benjamin as they had Joseph? Had they changed? If they had, they were ready for the next step—that of confrontation and confession.

Joseph had been working to reveal the lawlessness that resided in their own hearts, and the love that resided in his heart.

Conclusion: Some have suggested that Joseph was cruel to his brothers because he did not reveal himself to them immediately upon their arrival. However, Joseph in his great wisdom, was doing something of far greater importance. He was accomplishing something of far greater value—more valuable than reunion—he wanted restoration.

God, in His power, could remove the famine in your life. He could again cause the Nile to flow. But He is working something of far greater worth. He longs to be more than just your supplier, but to be recognized as your Saviour. He’s waiting for more than remorse, He is waiting for true repentance.

We often say that reputation is what others think us to be, but character is what God knows us to be. What does God know you to be that is seen by no one else? Before He judges you, He offers you this opportunity to judge yourself.

1 Corinthians 11:31–32
31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

