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Text: Genesis 37:1–11

Title: Planned Preparations

Introduction: Much of Joseph’s early life consisted of God preparing him for what was to come. There was certainly a storm brewing on Joseph’s horizon, and the preparations to handle that storm were essential.

Note: It is regrettable that we attempt to shield our children from any wrong done to them. We want to right the wrong, to call the other parents, to have a meeting, vindicate our child’s integrity, and to condemn the wrong-doer! This is not realistic. What we are teaching our children is that they should never have to patiently bear an injustice.

1 Peter 2:21–23
21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:
22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:
I.
Growing Discernment
Genesis 37:2
These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report.
Remember, much of what we read in the Old Testament is given as an example of the Christian life. One of the great pictures is demonstrated in the life of Jacob where we see the conflict between the two natures of a believer. We see the struggle between the flesh and the Spirit in him. As Jacob, he was a reminder of the deceitfulness of the flesh. As Israel, we see him as a prince with God.

And, interesting to note, for the most part Joseph’s brothers were raised by the old Jacob, while Joseph was primarily raised by the new Israel.

We usually get in our children the product of either raising them as we live in the natural power of the flesh or in the spiritual power of the Holy Spirit.

I took a piece of plastic clay,
And idly fashioned it one day,
And as my fingers pursued it still,
It moved and yielded at my will.

It came of age when days were past,
And the piece of clay was hard at last,
The form I gave it, it still bore,
But I could change it no more.

I took a piece of living clay,
And gently formed it day by day,
And molded it with power and art,
A young child’s soft and yielding heart.

I came again when years were gone,
It was a man I looked upon.
He still that early impress wore,
And I could change him never more.—Anonymous

Joseph was certainly like that piece of clay. Before he could wind up in the house of Pharaoh, he must first find himself spinning on the Potter’s wheel.
Joseph needed great discernment because, at this point in his life, he would be pressured to conform and to conceal.
Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher were the four sons of Bilhah and Zilpah—both the servants of Jacob’s first and second wives, and also the wives of Jacob.

They were wicked and vile young men. The pressure to conform in the absence of his parents protective and guiding care was real.

Proverbs 1:10
My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.
In his future, Joseph was to face unprecedented pressure to conform to and yield to sin. Proverbs later discusses exactly what Joseph was now learning to resist.

Proverbs 7:6–23
6 For at the window of my house I looked through my casement,
7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding,
8 Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house,
9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night:
10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart.
11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:
12 Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)
13 So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him,
14 I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows.
15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.
16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt.
17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.
18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves.
19 For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey:
20 He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed.
21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him.
22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;
23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.
There is little doubt in my mind that Joseph heard threats from his brothers that, if he told their father what they were doing, they would reciprocate with Joseph.

Regrettably, we have a skewed view of loyalty today. It is a mistaken sense of honor that keeps us from giving information when wrongdoing is involved.

Being a “talebearer” is consistently condemned in Scripture.

Proverbs 18:8
The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.
Now remember, the word talebearer means “whisperer, backbiter, and murmurer.” This is entirely different from one who is relaying factual information to the person that can do something about the problem.

Let me ask you this: Would Joseph’s brothers have ceased from strife had Joseph kept his mouth shut? The answer is obviously, no.

Proverbs 26:20
Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.
Joseph was not a whisperer, backbiter, or murmurer, but the strife did continue.

He faced incredible pressure to conform and to conceal, yet in all this he was learning great discernment.

Today, we could use a dose of discernment that would keep us from conforming to the world and from concealing in darkness those things that should be brought into the light.

Romans 12:2
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Joseph did not let his surroundings “squeeze” him into its mold.

II.
Gracious Dress
Genesis 37:3
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.
We can become, by faith in Jesus Christ, children of God.

Galatians 3:26
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
Joseph becomes a beautiful picture of Jesus Christ, because of his status as a favored son.

Genesis 37:3
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.
Consider what the Bible records for us regarding Christ:
Matthew 3:16–17
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:
17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Matthew 17:5
While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.
Someday, all the saved of all the ages will be given a new robe to wear, just as Joseph was given a new robe. Ours will be a picture of Christ’s righteousness as we are clothed in white.

Revelation 19:14
And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
III.
Glorious Dreams
Genesis 37:5–11
5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more.
6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed:
7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.
8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.
9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.
10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?
11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.
John Maxwell said, “A dream is an inspiring picture of the future that energizes your mind, will, and emotions…”

God knew that much trouble lay before Joseph. So, God gave Joseph a little taste of that which was to come.

Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
Before the need for the grace and strength of God, He gave Joseph a little taste of the glory of God that was to be placed upon him.

1 Corinthians 13:12
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
2 Corinthians 5:7 
(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
Romans 8:18
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
Again, consider Christ.

Hebrews 12:2
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Before Joseph would experience throne room glory, he would need prison grace.

Conclusion: Joseph was learning to discern—he would need this when pressured to conform to Egypt and to conceal potential wrong-doing.

He was willing to be different—he didn’t see his position as a favored son as a curse but as a blessing.

He was ready to dream—this would sustain him through some very difficult and challenging times.

All of these things were planned preparations from the hand of a knowing God. If you look at the struggles and challenges in your life as anything less than His “planned preparations” you will find yourself continually bitter, frustrated with your circumstances, and failing to dream.

Has God given you a “dream”? Then keep dreaming, keep praying, keep living with an eager anticipation of eventual fulfillment. Your day, like Joseph’s, will come.


