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Text: Luke 2:41-52
Title: The Missing Gift
Introduction: I have been preaching these past few weeks on God’s Gift.

The Miraculous Gift
The Marvelous Gift
The Majestic Gift

Today we’re going to learn about the Missing Gift. Have you ever lost a gift?

Amazingly, many people who receive Christ, and who claim to believe He is all to them, soon live life without thinking of Him.

Note: Don’t rush into the New Year without Christ.
Let’s consider some counsel from Joseph and Mary on how not to travel with Jesus!

I.
Look past the Calendar—v. 41
Note: Learn to avoid perilous pursuits.
Notice two challenges of Joseph and Mary…

A.
The procedures of life—v. 42
Customs and feasts:

“And when they had fulfilled the days…”
Note - This was the feast of Passover and unleavened bread - totaling 8 at least days in Jerusalem. 

· In the first century Jewish men were required by law to go to three feasts each year in Jerusalem.

Deut 16:16-17
16 Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the Lord thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the Lord empty:
17 Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord thy God which he hath given thee.
Note: This was the duty of every Jewish male, but all of us have duties as well.

· In the twenty-first century there are all kinds of things that press on us.
James 4:14-15
14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.
B.
The presumption of His presence—vs. 43–44
Note: Jesus tarries behind, and Joseph and Mary knew not of it…..
Note: the word supposing means “assume to be true.” Mary and Joseph assumed that Jesus was somewhere in the caravan when they left Jerusalem.
We all can rush into a day or event and realize later we never checked to see if God was in it nor did we even acknowledge His presence or desires…
· Amongst their people

· Amidst a place

Quote: “It is never true that the Lord Jesus Christ leaves those whom He has saved by His grace. It is never true that, having taken anyone up in His loving-kindness, He later forsakes them, but it is sadly true that Christians may go on taking it for granted that they are in fellowship with Him when in actuality they have drifted away from Him in heart. They are not enjoying His presence, and they hardly realize their loss. I wonder if there are not some of us here today who have had that experience. It is so easy to go on in an outward form of religiousness and not really enjoy the presence of Christ. It is possible to sit at the table of the Lord and to be conducting services for the Lord, and yet not have the presence of the Lord with us, and it is possible to go on, day by day, thinking everything is all right when in reality things are very, very wrong because we are out of touch with Him.”—Harry Ironside
II.
Look for the Saviour—v. 45

Note: During those three days, Joseph and Mary had been “greatly distressed.”
A.
With proper direction—they turned back again

Note: This is a great time to turn back again!

Illustration: Charlie brown asks Linus “What would you do if you felt that nobody liked you?”
Linus responds “Well Charlie Brown I guess I would take a real hard look at myself, ask if I am doing anything that turns people off, How can I improve myself? Do I need to change in some way? Yep that’s my answer Charlie Brown.”
Charlie Brown says, “I hate that answer.”

Quote” “I have always thought that the actions of men are the best interpreters of their thoughts.”—John Locke
Note: To have a God honoring New Year, you will have to turn your back on something.

1.
Turn from sin 
2 Chronicles 7:14
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

Illustration: TV has become a hindrance to many adults as well as teenagers in their Christian growth…The average young teenage American girl views 1,500 references to sexual acts on TV annually, according to a study at Michigan State University. Boys of that age view an average of nearly 1,300 such and attend 17 R-rated movies annually. According to the teens studied, parents “never” or “not often” limited their TV viewing. There’s little indication that parents exercise any control, positive or negative, over TV viewing. 

2.
Turn from idolatry

1 John 5:21
Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Illustration: The average Facebook user spends 55 minutes per day on Facebook. How much do we spend looking into His Face?

Technology is an idol today.
3.
Turn from hindrances 
Hebrews 12:1
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us 
B.
With proper focus—they sought Him
Psalm 27:8
When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord , will I seek.

Hosea 10:12
Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you
Illustration: Jonathan Edwards, the 18th-century revivalist, sat down at age 17 and penned 21 resolutions by which he would live his life. Throughout his lifetime he would add to this list until, by his death, he had 70 resolutions.
He put at the top of his list: “Being sensible that I am unable to do anything without God’s help, I do humbly entreat Him by His grace to enable me to keep these Resolutions.”
Edwards didn’t casually make New’s Year’s resolutions with an expectation of eventually breaking them. Each week he did a “self-check.” He regularly summed up how he was doing and sought God’s help in the process.
III.
Pattern after the Saviour—vs. 46–49
John 18:2
And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples.

Note: His patterns were predictable
A.
Jesus was doing the will of the Father—v. 49

Psalm 90:12
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
1.
His example
Matthew 26:42
He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.

2.
Our command

Ephesians 6:6

Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;

B.
Jesus was in the house of God
Note: Be in your place….

Luke 4:16
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.
Psalm 122:1
I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.

C.
Jesus fellowshipped around the Word of God—vs. 46-47
1.
His companions were spiritual
Acts 5:34
Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;
2.
His concerns were biblical
John 8:40

But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham.

Note: Jesus always spoke only what the Father gave Him and nothing more or less.
John 12:49
For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.
Conclusion: Where did they find Jesus? Right where they had left Him! 
James 4:8
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.
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