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Text: Luke 2:8–16
Title: The Majestic Gift
Introduction: Why do we call it Majestic?
I.
The Announcement of the Angel

A.
Compelling—vs. 8–9
1.
Made to common men

Note: We see God moving and working in hearts throughout world history….

Illustration: In a survey, nearly a third of those questioned stated that, of all the persons mentioned in the Christmas story, they identified the most with the shepherds. They were your average, ordinary, everyday working people and were invited to see the birth of the King of kings!
2.
Made in a startling way

“they were sore afraid.”
B.
Comforting—v. 10
C.
Comprehensive—vs. 11–12
Note: Christ is identified

Note: In verse 11 the angel revealed the provision, a 3-fold sign of Messiah’s coming
· The location fulfilled—“City of David”—Bethlehem
Micah 5:2
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

· The purpose fulfilled—“A Saviour”–– The promise of a Saviour to Israel as well as the world.

· The Person fulfilled—“Christ the Lord”—It is the Messiah that is coming who is the Lord.

Isaiah 9:6
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Note: The angel told the shepherds they would find the babe “wrapped in swaddling clothes,…”—vs. 12. The swaddling clothes comes from a word which means strips of cloth.

Hebrews 2:14–16
14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.

Colossians 2:9
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
II.
The Adoration of the Heavenly Host—vs. 13–14

A.
The description of the host
B.
The declaration of the host

Note: Luke’s Gospel is filled with glory and praise to God!
Note: An army of angels sings God’s praise.

Heb 1:6–8
6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.

7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.

8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.
III.
The Action of the Shepherds—vs. 15–17
A.
Their pursuit for Christ—vs. 15–16
Note: In verse 10 the angel told the shepherds that he was bringing “good tiding of great joy, which shall be to all people.” This announcement was good news to all people because Jesus came for all people. (He is a light to all people.)

Illustration: One Santa Clause said, “While working as a mall Santa, I had many children ask for electric trains. ‘If you get a train,’ I would tell each one, ‘you know your dad is going to want to play with it too. Is that okay?’ The usual answer was a quick yes, but after I asked one boy this question, he became very quiet. Trying to move the conversation along, I asked what else he would like Santa to bring him. He promptly replied, “Another train.”’
Isaiah 49:6–7
6 And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.
7 Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee.

Note: That is what John the Baptist was sent to proclaim—the message of light coming into this darkened world

John 1:7–9
7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

The Gospel of John declares He came into the world and to Israel but not everyone received Him
B.
Their Praise of Christ—v. 17

1.
The shepherds had a testimony of praise—verse 17a–18 “They made known”
Note: They had seen the Lord!

Note: They were told…

· They heard angels speak

· That this child would be found in Bethlehem

· That this child was the promised Saviour and Messiah of Israel

· They listened so well that they were able to tell others with accuracy.

2.
The shepherds had a testimony to share—vs. 18–20

Note: These shepherds went back to tend their sheep, they went back to their routines, but changed forever—they glorified God and they could not stop telling others about it.

When you meet the Saviour, it changes you forever…
Conclusion: Ponder the majesty—vs. 19
Note: The word kept is translated from the greek word suntereo which means “to keep within one’s self, keep in mind (a thing, lest it be forgotten).” Mary never forgot those events—neither should we.
Note: The word pondered is translated from the greek word sumballo which means “to bring together; to bring together in one’s mind, confer with one’s self.”
Mary not only remembered them but it says she thought on them, she put the pieces of the puzzle together.

