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Text: Luke 2:1–7

Title: The Marvelous Gift
Introduction: Have you ever heard the phrase, “Looks can be deceiving”?
Illustration: 4 stages in the life of a man

He believes in Santa Claus.
He doesn’t believe in Santa Claus.
He is Santa Claus.
But don’t forget the 4th stage... He LOOKS like Santa Claus.

Illustration: Sometimes we try to deceive by the way we wrap a Christmas present!
Note: The presentation of Christ to this world was not the way we would have planned it. 
At first glance, the look of the manger scene may have been deceiving…..

Yet, every aspect of Christ’s birth has prophetical and spiritual significance to the student of God’s Word.

Let’s take a closer look at this marvelous gift….
I.
A Sovereign Decree–vs. 1–2

Note: A Decree is an imperial order…

Note: Caesar Augustus ruled from 27B.C. to 14 A.D.
(First Emperor of the Roman empire. Established the first fire fighting force and police force in Rome. He commanded 170,000 soldiers and maintained the Roman roads throughout Italy.) Thus, the decree that all the world should be taxed!

Note: Often the declarations and demands of our society are in opposition to the plans we have made…

Note: Nothing takes God by surprise. In fact often in the affairs of men God has orchestrated them behind the scenes to conform to His Divine plan.
A.
An unavoidable circumstance 
Note: Life is full of unavoidable circumstances…..

Isaiah 40:13–15
13 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught him?
14 With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding?
15 Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing.

· When Joseph was sold into slavery, separated from his family—there became a great ruler that was able to save his family during the famine years later.

· When David arrived at the battle to check on his brothers for his father and fought Goliath and defeated him.

· Daniel taken captive in Babylon.

· The placing of Esther as queen of Persia. Saving her people by exposing the wicked plot of Haman to destroy all the Jews in the kingdom. 
· And what about us? Have we had unpreventable circumstances affect our plans, but benefitted us in the end.
Quote: “Anything out of our control is in the will of God.”
Illustration In a Charlie Brown Christmas special, Charlie Brown just couldn’t get into the Christmas spirit. Thus his little friend Linus observed: “Charlie Brown, you’re the only person I know who can take a wonderful season like Christmas and turn it into a problem.”
B.
An Unapproachable Ruler
Note: Joseph was to go to the city of his ancestors.

Note: He went trusting God.

Proverbs 21:1
The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.

Note: Cyrenius was twice appointed governor of Judea. The taxing was decreed twice, once in 8 B.C. but did not hit Palestine until a couple of years later, around 5 B.C.; the other around 6 A.D.

Note: To think God moved the most powerful ruler at the time several years before this event to do a taxing which would fulfill God’s prophecy that the Christ child would be born in Bethlehem.

II.
A Special Destination—vs. 3–5

Romans 8:28
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
Acts 15:18
Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.

A.
A prophesied city

John 7:42
Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was….

B.
A providing city

1.
Bethlehem provided physical bread

Nazareth means the guarded one. God led them from “The guarded one,” to the “House of bread.”  
It was prophesied that the Saviour would be born here—“The house of bread”. This region was bountiful in agriculture.

Note: Bethlehem was in a very hilly region with steep V–shaped hills naturally terraced from the natural erosion. This would be an ideal place to shelter the sheep, especially in the winter. Even though it is only about 6 miles from Jerusalem it is a challenge to travel.

2.
Bethlehem provided spiritual Bread

Micah 5:2
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

John 6:32–35
32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.
33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.
34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.
35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

III.
A Supernatural Delivery—vs. 6–7

A.
The picture
Note: A stable… possibly a cave…

1.
The son of Mary

2.
The Son of God
Illustration: After unwrapping all of her presents, a little girl was asked, “Did you get everything you wanted for Christmas?”

She thought for a moment and said, “No. But then, it’s not my birthday.”
· Son of the Highest—vs.10–11
Luke 1:32
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:

· Because of the Holy Ghost
Luke 1:35
And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

· God in the flesh

1 Timothy 3:16
And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

Colossians 2:9
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

Quote: “Christmas is not about presents but His presence!”
B.
The prophecy—swaddling clothes–verse 7
Note: This was similar to the way they wrapped a body for burial—in strips of cloth with the application of spices placed between each wrap.

Note: At His very birth, we are reminded of His death. Jesus was born to die for our sins.

Matthew 1:21
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
Philippians 2:5–8
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Quote: “Christ was content with a stable when He was born so that we could have a mansion when we die.”
C.
The problem—no room in the inn

1.
The materialistic man has no room
Mark 8:36
For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

2.
The intellectual man has no room

1 Corinthians 1:18–24

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;

24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

3.
The religious man has no room

John 5:17–18

17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.

18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.
John 1:10–12
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Conclusion: Don’t shut God out, He wants to give you a free gift!

John 4:10
Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
2 Corinthians 9:15
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.
