Text: Mark 2:1-12
Title: Getting Your Friends to Jesus

Introduction: Do you know anybody who needs Jesus? Perhaps the question should better be phrased, “Do you know anybody who doesn’t need Jesus?” Everyone needs Jesus. But not everyone is aware of their need, or even if they are aware, is capable of getting to Him themselves.
I.
The Presence of Jesus

“He was in the house…” vs. 1
A.
The reality of His presence

There is no place where Jesus isn’t. He is God, and He is omnipresent. Of course, that means there is no place that we are that He is not. He watches every television program that we view, He reads every book we read, He listens to every bit of music we allow our ears to hear. He knows our deeds, our thoughts, our words, and our heart.

B.
The recognition of His presence
“… and it was noised that He was in the house…” vs.1
Does anybody know that Jesus is in your house? Shortly after he was married, G. Campbell Morgan invited his father to visit his home. He expected that his dad would be proud of the home-making touches of his wife, and of the way things had been arranged. “Well, Dad,” he said after showing him around, “what do you think?”
“I suppose it’s all right,” his father said. “But there’s nothing in this house to let anybody know that Jesus lives here.” G. Campbell Morgan decided as a result of his father’s comment to make sure that everybody would know that Jesus was in his house. In every room he placed a Scripture verse, a plaque, or some other memento indicating that this was a Christian home. Do people see Jesus in us? Do they recognize His presence?
C.
The result of His presence
“…many were gathered to together…” vs. 2
Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me…” John 12:32. It is the presence of Jesus that makes any person or any place appealing.
There were many bushes in the desert, but Moses’ attention was drawn to one because God was there. There were many wells in Israel, but tourists travel to just one, Jacob’s well, for it was there the presence of Jesus brought living water to a wicked woman. There are many graves in the cemetery of Bethany, but we travel to see only one, the grave of Lazarus, for it was there that Jesus raised a dead man back to life. I’ve been to church services in basement buildings where metal chairs scraped against a concrete floor and every other key on the piano stuck, and yet been tremendously blessed because Jesus was lifted up and glorified. I’ve also attended services in ornate buildings where my spirit was not touched because Jesus was not honored.
II.
The Priority of Jesus

Note that although the man brought to the Lord Jesus is paralyzed, the first response of the Saviour is not to heal his disease, but to cleanse his sin—vs. 5.
A.
Jesus emphasizes the spiritual over the physical
There are those today who tell us we cannot minister to the spiritual side of man until we have met his physical needs. This is not the teaching of the Scripture, nor the example of Christ.

B.
Jesus emphasizes the individual over the multitude
Though a great crowd had gathered to hear Him, He turned from them to help one man who was in need. The Spirit of God sent Philip away from a great revival in Samaria so that one man on the road to Gaza could hear the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our Lord tells us of a shepherd who left 99 sheep in the wilderness to seek the one that was separated from the flock.

C.
Jesus emphasizes the lost over the saved

In the story of the Prodigal Son, the Lord makes it clear that emphasis is to be given to the prodigal who returns more than to the faithful son who remains.
III.
The Power of Jesus

A.
The availability of His power
Jesus was able to heal this paralytic as He is able to help every need of every person in the world.

B.
The accessibility of His power
“…when he saw their faith” vs.5

This faith seems to refer not only to the four who brought the sick man in, but to the sick man himself. It is faith that accesses the power of God. Although God’s power is available to all, it is accessible only to those who believe Him and act upon His Word.
C.
The authentication of His power vs. 8–11
What Jesus did for the sick man on the outside was an authentication of what He had already done for the sick man’s soul on the inside.
Illustration: D.L. Moody was once challenged to a debate with an atheist. He accepted the challenge with one proviso. He said, “I want you to bring me every person you can whose life has been changed by the power of atheism. I want you to bring me those who were drunkards until they became atheists and are now sober, those whose lives were broken but have been made whole by believing in atheism, those who have become better husbands and fathers since having turned to atheism.”
IV.
The Partners of Jesus
“For we are labourers together with God…” 1 Corinthians 3:9
A.
They were concerned
I wonder if we have anything approaching the concern these men had for their friend. Lost people dash madly toward Hell all around us and we never shed a tear, we never offer a prayer for their souls, we never pass out a tract, we never try to win them to Christ.
B.
They were convinced

They absolutely believed that Jesus could make a difference in the life of their friend.

C.
They were committed
No obstacle would stop them, no problem would keep them from reaching their goal. Though they had to take the roof apart and let him down on ropes. (Where did they get the ropes? I would not think they were standard equipment with the stretcher they used to carry their friend. Wherever they got them, they did what was necessary to get their friend to Jesus.) Let no obstacle stop us in our effort to get our friends to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Conclusion: Lt. DeSilva had served on many difficult missions in his years in the French Foreign Legion. But none was so difficult, so heart-wrenching as the time he spent in Goma, Zaire, working in a camp for Rwandan refugees. The refugees were dying at such a rate that the mission of the Legionnaires had changed to public health. A 15-ton bulldozer dug graves and they shoved masses of dead bodies into the grave before their sickness could infect the living. The stench was so bad that the men wore face masks doused with after-shave to help cut the smell, but nothing could cut through the sorrow.
One day, as Lt. DeSilva oversaw his gruesome task, he noticed in the mass of tangled corpses a hand waving. He shouted orders to the bulldozer to stop, picked his way through the dead bodies and found a little boy who was still alive. The little boy was taken to a clinic, and though his physical health improved, his mental health did not. He never spoke a word.
Eventually, Lt. DeSilva decided to give the young man a ride in his jeep. Maybe it was the fresh air. Maybe it was the special attention. Maybe it was something else, but the boy became animated. He began to talk. He told of seeing his mother, his father, his sisters and his brothers die.
Lt. DeSilva developed a strong attachment to the young man and ultimately decided, with the agreement of his wife, that they would adopt him. DeSilva said, “As our son, he will have all the privileges of our other sons.”
One day Jesus saw my hand reaching in desperation, and, through the tangled mass of decaying humanity, He brought to me the good news of His salvation. He rescued me from death, forgave my sin, made me His son and said that as His child, I have all the privileges of His other children. Someone’s hand is waving to you today. Someone’s hand is waving to me. Let’s get our friends to Jesus.
