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Introduction: The devil is a dirty liar. Among the most dangerous and effective of his lies is this: “It is hard to do right and easy to do wrong.” This statement seems true to us sometimes. Teenagers watch their friends going to a party where dancing and drinking are present, see them enjoying themselves and having fun, and think that they have chosen the hard way by staying home and avoiding sinful activity. A former drunkard walks by a bar, feels an intense desire for a cold beer, breaks out into a sweat as he walks by, and thinks he has done the hard thing in not yielding to temptation. But the Bible says that the devil’s way is not the easy way. The Bible says God’s way is the easy way.

I.
The Request–vs. 28
A.
The activity

“Come”

So simple. So possible. So achievable is this invitation: come.

B.
The audience

“All”
An inclusive audience—“All ye that labor and are heavy laden.” Those burdened down by sin and those laboring to earn eternal life by their own efforts are all invited to come.

C.
The announcer

“To me”

Jesus is the One who announces this invitation. We are not told to come to church, to come to a human leader, or to come to a religious ritual. We are told to come to Jesus.

D.
The award

“I will give you rest.”
It is not our effort that accomplishes our salvation; it is the Saviour’s effort.
II.
The Requirement

A.
Service
“Take my yoke upon you”
1. This speaks of submission.
2. This speaks of partnership. We are laborers together with God.

B.
Schooling

“And learn of me.”
Note the order: first we accept God’s yoke; then we learn of Him. Most of us wish to reverse God’s priorities. We think once we learn enough, then we will be able to serve. God says no. He wants us to serve and then we will learn. God’s method is “on-the-job training.”

III.
The Reward

Relief—“My yoke is easy and my burden is light”
It is easier to abstain from booze than it is to become a drunkard.
It is easier to quit smoking than it is to die of lung cancer.
It is easier to listen to Godly music than it is to become addicted to the devil’s junk.
It is easier to stay morally pure than it is to deal with the consequences of immorality.
It is easier to take time out of our daily schedule to read the Bible than it is to live without the strength of God’s Word.
It is easier to maintain a prayer time than it is to suffer the loss of power that results as a consequence of our not spending time talking to God.
It is easier to be faithful to church than it is to be backslidden and lose the help and blessing available by the preaching of the Word of God and fellowship of God’s people.
It is easier to say “no” to the worldly crowd than it is to have our lives corrupted and our testimony damaged.
It is easier to pay our tithe than it is to deal with the devourer (Malachi 3:11).
Illustration: A Russian countess accepted the Lord Jesus as her Saviour and was open about her testimony. The Tsar was displeased and threw her into prison. After 24 hours with the lowest level of Russian society, in the most miserable conditions imaginable, he ordered her brought into his presence. He smiled sardonically and said, “Well, are you ready now to renounce your silly faith and come back to the pleasures of the court?”
To his surprise, the countess smiled serenely and said, “I have known more real joy and more real happiness in one day in prison with Jesus than I have known in a lifetime in the courts of the Tsar.” She found out what was really the easy way.
IV.
The Reassurance

A.
Unexpected character

Jesus says, “For I am meek and lowly in heart.”
B.
Unbeatable consequences
“And ye shall find rest unto your soul.”

V.
Reminders

A.
The right way is the easy way
B.
The wrong way is the hard way

The Bible says the way of the transgressor is hard.

C.
The Christian life is not a life of no yoke; it is a life of an easy yoke
D.
The Christian life is not a life of no burdens; it is a life of light burdens
E.
There is no better Master than Jesus
F.
No matter what our trials and troubles, we must rejoice that our burden is lighter and our yoke easier than if we were living for the world
Conclusion: Billy Bray was a Cornish miner who accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour in 1823 at the age of 29. He lived a life of drunkenness and debauchery before his salvation, but he became such an outgoing witness and testimony for God that he became known as “God’s glad man.”
One time he was digging potatoes from his garden and felt the devil oppressing him. It seemed to him that the devil said, “Billy Bray, God doesn’t love you. If He did, He wouldn’t give you such puny potatoes and so few.”
But Billy Bray didn’t listen to the devil’s temptation, he talked back to him. He said, “I served you long and true, Devil, and no better servant could a master ever have than I was to you. But when I served you, you didn’t give me any potatoes. When I served you, you didn’t give me anything good for my efforts.”
Billy Bray reminded himself that the burden he had serving Christ was lighter than the one he had had serving the devil. The yoke that he wore in partnership with and submission to Jesus was easier than the yoke he wore as one of the devil’s disciples.
Billy Bray once said, “I would rather be in Hell with Jesus than in Heaven without Jesus. For Hell with Jesus would seem just like Heaven to me and Heaven without Jesus would seem just like Hell to me.”
A songwriter said it this way:

If the walls were not jasper and the streets were not gold,
If mansions all crumbled and if folks still grew old,
Yet I’d see everything I’ve been longing to see, for Jesus will be
What makes it Heaven for me.
What a wonderful Saviour we have! Truly His yoke is easy and His burden is light.
