Text: Acts 11:19-26; 2 Samuel 15:15

Title: Three Tasks for the Local Church
Introduction: The church is an ecclesia, a called out assembly. The word ecclesia has the idea of a local, visible, called out, organized assembly of people.
The church is the possession of God!
By this, I mean that God is the owner of the church!
Matthew 16:18b
Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Acts 20:28
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
Paul calls it the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of truth (1 Timothy 3:15).
God Himself is the CEO, President and sole Shareholder!
The church is the people of God!—Saved, baptized people of a specific, local, visible assembly.
The church is local, not universal.
We are not one big conglomerate of Christians around the world who hold different doctrinal persuasions!
The Bible says nothing about the church being “invisible,” where everybody belongs to the same “body,” and everybody has the same “pastoral leadership,” or can have biblical fellowship in spite of doctrinal and philosophical differences.
Not a parachurch!
The church is not a denomination!
The church is not an association!
The church is not a fellowship!
God’s desire is for His church to be glorious, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing!
God’s plan for this day and age (the church age, or age of grace) is that the church is His supreme representative in the world!
This church is God’s church!
It has been God’s church since day one!
We are committed to doing what God intends every local church to do: win people to Christ, disciple them in the faith, build the church, pray for laborers to be sent out, ordain men to the Gospel ministry, plant churches, and make a difference in this community for the glory of God!
Acts 11:19-26 is about the seed beginnings of a model church. 
It is about the development and spread of the church movement beyond the original setting of Jerusalem.
It is about what happens when a church starts right, stays right, stands right, and struts right!
The door had been opened for the Gospel to be given beyond the Jews.
The church at Jerusalem had acknowledged God’s providential working through Peter in advancing the message and saving power of the Gospel to the Gentile world.
This, combined with the scattering of believers after the death of Stephen, resulted in many Christians going back to their original homeland, and imparting what God had done in them to those in their respective communities.
Here are three basic principles concerning God’s church:
I.
The Church Expanding—vs. 19-21
Acts 11:19–21
19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.
20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.
21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.

The church was spreading and expanding its borders!

It was fulfilling.

Isaiah 54:2.
Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;
We are the salt of the earth! 

Salt is more effective when it is turned upside down and its contents are spread over food!

Our attention in this passage is called to the fact that these believers who had been saved, grounded and nurtured in the faith in Jerusalem, were going to strategic locations for the work of God!

One of these key strategic locations was the city called Antioch of Syria.

This Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman Empire (behind Rome and Alexandria), with a population of as many as 500,000 people!

It was a prosperous and advanced city.

The wealthy and retired lived there enjoying the Roman baths and games.

The city was a place of architectural masterpieces. Included was a main street four miles long that was completely paved with marble.

It was also a pagan and wicked city.

It was the center of worship of the goddess Daphne, with all of its immoral practices, ritualisms, and enticements.

It was here, a city of strategic influence, culture, business, and commerce the Holy Spirit of God led some simple, but submissive servants of God to take the Gospel.

A.
The church expanded because of an inward passion—v. 20a
“And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cerene, which, when they were come to Antioch”
These men of Cyprus and Cerene traveled 300 miles by foot north of Jerusalem to get to Antioch!

This took passion!

Passion builds a church!

Passion is an insatiable desire to be somewhere, do something, and patiently wait for its desired result!

No thriving church has ever been built without passion!

When passion dies, a church dies!

B.
The church expanded because of inspirational preaching—v. 20b
“Preaching the Lord Jesus.”
Preaching that was exalting to God!

Preaching that was expository—they expounded unto them!

Preaching that was exciting!

Preaching that was evangelistic!

God has chosen the foolishness of preaching!

The vehicle of preaching is the biblical tool for bringing us into the worship of God!

C.
The church expanded because of an invisible power—v. 21
“And the hand of the Lord was upon them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.”
The church had an invisible power that produced consistent and magnanimous results!

The hand of the Lord upon them represents God’s approval!

The hand of the Lord upon them represents God’s answer!

The hand of the Lord upon them represents God’s authority!

Power! God’s power!

II.
The Church Enlisting—vs. 22–26
As a church is getting established with baby Christians, it is in need of structure!
God is a God of order!
After a person gets saved, the work is just beginning!
And here we see a second key component of the work of the church—the church enlisting!
The church at Jerusalem has been strategically kept in the loop about the successful results in Antioch.
A.
The enlistment of a pastor—vs. 22–23
Isn’t it a blessing that at three critical junctures of the church, Barnabas appears on the scene?

The first time is at a time of sacrificial giving.

The second time is at a time of scrutiny concerning an unknown new believer.

This third time is at a time of the start of a new church.
In each case we see a man who lives up to his name of being an encourager!
Barnabas fills the role and responsibility of being God’s man for this church.
1.
The selection of the man—v. 22b
“They sent forth Barnabas that he should go forth as far as Antioch.”

Elder, Bishop, Pastor, Pastor-teacher, Preacher
1 Timothy 3; Titus 1
2.
The spirituality of the man—v. 24a
a.
His character
“For he was a good man…”
b.
His content
“… and full of the Holy Ghost…”

c.
His confidence
“… and of faith…”

3.
The sensitivity of the man—v. 23a
“Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad”
4.
The speech of the man—v. 23b
“And exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.”
B.
The enlistment of a partner—vs. 25–26
Teamwork has been a consistent model of practice in the Bible!
Moses had Joshua!
Elijah had Elisha!
1.
A man who was cultivated—9:19–22
2.
A man who was certified—9:26–27
3.
A man who was complimentary—9:28–29
4.
A man who was a co-laborer—11:26
The work of the church is to be evangelistic!
But it is also to be balanced in its enlistment and recruitment of men who are tested and trained for the work of the ministry!
III.
The Church Exemplifying—vs. 26–29
A.
The church was exemplary in its receiving—v. 26b
“And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves together with the church, and taught much people.”

Various discipleship and equipping opportunities were established to ground and indoctrinate the people who were getting saved!
B.
The church was exemplary in its reputation—v. 26c
“And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”

C.
The church was exemplary in its responsiveness—v. 29
“Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judea.”
Conclusion: Acts 11:9–26 gives us the model of a church that God blesses!

A church that is expanding!

A church that is enlisting!

A church that is exemplifying!

