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Introduction: William Shakespeare said, “Temptation: the fiend at my elbow.”
British playwright Oscar Wilde said, “I can resist anything except temptation.”
The Apostle Paul said it this way: “For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.” Romans 7:19
Temptation seems to be all around us.

The giant of temptation seems to arrive at all times of the day or night. And while we may make some attempt to move away from it, we often leave a forwarding address.

Preparing a defense against such a powerful giant is not like crawling into your sleeping bag and zipping yourself up inside. There is no cocoon that can fend off this giant. We must find a way to live in a tempting world and have victory over this giant, not simply avoid him.

While no one should feel guilty for being tempted, all should understand that you will be tempted. It is a fact of life. Your pastor is tempted, your parents are tempted, your Bible study teacher is tempted, and your spouse is tempted—in fact, Jesus Himself was tempted.

Temptation is the continual fork in the road. It is the decision to choose one of two ways. And, while we would prefer no “fork” or choice in the road that leads to destruction, it exists as a part of life.

So, where do we begin? 
I.
Understand the Enemy

A.
Our enemy is subtle.
Genesis 3:1
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

A deceitful Satan masqueraded as a subtle serpent. Satan didn’t play fair in the garden. Don’t expect him to now.

Illustration: In 1896, Norman “Kid” McCoy was the welterweight boxing champion. In one of his fights, he learned that his opponent was deaf. McCoy finally discovered this and nearing the end of the third round, McCoy dropped his gloves and pointed to his opponent’s corner, indicating that the bell had rung. When his opponent turned his head, McCoy unloaded a powerful blow to his opponents head and left him in a heap on the floor. It wasn’t fair, but it was very effective. 

Matthew 24:4
And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

We need to be wise enough ourselves to know that Satan knows all the tricks and will kick us when we’re down.

B.
Our enemy is content to operate slowly.
His goal is success, not speed.

2 Chronicles 26:3–5, 7–8 
3 Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty and two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name also was Jecoliah of Jerusalem.
4 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah did.
5 And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God: and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him to prosper.
7 And God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians that dwelt in Gurbaal, and the Mehunims.
8 And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his name spread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt; for he strengthened himself exceedingly.

2 Chronicles 26:15b–6a
15 And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously helped, till he was strong.
16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God,
At times in our Christian life, we become lazy in our spiritual defenses. We know of our success and of our ability to stand. This is the point at which the enemy pounces.

1 Corinthians 10:12
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
Notice, he only thinks he stands when, in fact, he is not standing any longer at all.

C.
Our enemy is calculating with proportions.
The giant of temptation appears as no giant at all. He often presents himself in small doses. He spoon feeds us just a little bit of temptation, lest we spew it completely out of our mouths.

His plan is for us to “nibble, nibble, nibble.” Just a little bit at a time.

Consider the progression of Eve’s temptation by this calculating, progressional giant.

Listen to what God said.
Genesis 2:16–17
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
Now listen to what Satan said.
Genesis 3:1–6
1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:
3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

Satan didn’t begin by calling God a liar. Eve would have absolutely rejected that. But this is what Satan wound up saying and what Eve wound up believing.

D.
Our enemy is crafty with his packaging.
The giant of temptation is not bound by any “truth in advertising” law. He wraps his packages with the most beautiful wrappings and the most attractive bows.

First-century Roman historian Tacitus said, “Things forbidden have a secret charm.”
The giant of temptation makes sure of this.

The giant of temptation wraps his packages with enticement.

James 1:14
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
The word enticed means “to catch with bait.”
Transition: First, we must understand our enemy. Now…

II.
Understand a Greater Power Than the Power of Your Enemy
What kind of power is sufficient to defeat temptation? Has guilt ever been a sufficient power? No. Has determination or personal resolve ever been sufficient? No. Has completely removing yourself from potentially hazardous situations ever been enough? While this just makes common sense, it remains insufficient. So, do we have any hope? Yes!
Romans 8:31, 37
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

Ephesians 6:10
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

1 John 4:4
Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

1 John 5:4
For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
So, our faith in who God is, and who we are in Him holds the key for us to have victory.

While this is a fleshly temptation, it is a spiritual battle. Through the power of Another, who will fight our battles for us, we must destroy this giant of temptation.

Romans 8:13
For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
This means that we don’t approach this as a fleshly battle. We recognize that the Spirit of God, who dwells within us, must do the fighting for us. It is the Spirit that mortifies (deals a death blow to) the actions of our body. He does the fighting for us.

This pattern is seen all throughout Scripture and is beautifully illustrated for us in the Old Testament.
Nehemiah 4:20–21 
20 In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for us.
21 So we laboured in the work: and half of them held the spears from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared.

When Israel fled from Egypt and found themselves at the Red Sea, there again was personal discipline and divine dependence.

Exodus 14:14–15
14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.
15 And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:
If Christ will always have victory—and He will—then we can expect to have His victory as ours every time He fights our battles for us.

Illustration: What does a person who didn’t play a second of the last super bowl run out onto the field after the victory and shout? “We did it!” Why? Because when the guys on the field win, everyone wins. They proudly wear the ring. Why? Because when their team won, they did too!

Ephesians 5:30
For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
So then, victory comes to me because victory came to Him. I depend on Him. 
Because of His victory, I too am victorious. Because He died to sin, I am dead to sin. 
Because He arose victorious, I too have victory.

Because of His newness, I am new.

All of the terrible warnings and threats and recognitions of the cost of failure are insufficient to keep us from falling.

What has Christ already accomplished for us?

2 Peter 1:3–4
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
Did you catch that? His power (not mine) has already given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness. He has already given us great and precious promises, so that we can enjoy something greater than the fleshly nature—the divine nature!
Now, I am not just avoiding sin, I am preferring righteousness. My unquenchable thirst for wrong has been replaced with a thirst for living water that has satisfied the deepest longings of my soul.

Jesus said it this way in John 4:13–14:
13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:
14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
From which well are you now drinking?

Conclusion: Frederick P. Wood summed up the issue of temptation very well. He said:
“All that the Father promised (1 Corinthians 10:13), that the Son provided, the Holy Spirit performs in us. What Jesus made possible, the Holy Spirit makes actual; what Jesus did for us, the Holy Spirit does in us.”
This is what we have working in us, as believers, today.

Maybe this is foreign to you. If so, you need to accept the promise of Jesus Christ.

Maybe this has been neglected by you. If so, you need engage the power of Jesus Christ.

