
Text: Genesis 2:18-25

Title: Striving Together in Family Unity

Introduction: The Book of Genesis is the book of beginnings.
· In Genesis 2 we see the first Sabbath—vs. 1–3.

· We see the first garden—vs. 8-9
Genesis 2:8–9
8 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.

9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
· We see the first Law—vs. 15–17
Genesis 2:17
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
· In our text, we see the first family.

Illustration: Time Magazine produced an article entitled “Who Needs Marriage?”
It’s a look at “the changes in the shape and nature of marriage that have been rippling throughout the Western world for the past few decades.” Some startling statistics can be found:
· In 1960, nearly 70 percent of American adults were married; now only about half are. 

· Eight times as many children are born out of wedlock. 

· In 1960, two-thirds of 20-somethings were married; in 2008 just 26 percent were. 

· And here’s the conclusion of one of the folks involved in the massive study on the state of marriage: “What we found is that marriage, whatever its social, spiritual, or symbolic appeal, is in purely practical terms just not as necessary as it used to be.”
Illustration:

The divorce rate in America for first marriages is 41%

The divorce rate in America for second marriages is 60%

The divorce rate in America for third marriages is 73%—Source: Enrichment Journal
Well, when God saw that man needed companionship, His original design for that need was to establish the institution of the home.

How can we maintain unity? By understanding….

I.
A Unique Relationship—vs. 18–20

A.
Designed by God 

1.
God sees our need

Genesis 2:18
And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

2.
God meets our need

· With His Presence

John 14:18
I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

Hebrews 13:5–6
5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

Quote: “The disciples made no move to appoint a replacement for Jesus, tacit evidence that they were conscience of His abiding presence, their living leader and Lord.” —Oswald Sanders

· With His Church 
Acts 2:42
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

Quote: “Being disconnected from the local church, for whatever reason, is a dangerous way to live. Not only do these “lone rangers” miss out on the blessings of functioning within the context of the body of Christ, but like lone sheep away from the safety of the flock and the watchful care of the shepherd, they are vulnerable to predators of every sort.”—Nancy Leigh DeMoss, Holiness, The Heart God Purifies, Moody Publishers, p. 137. 
Hebrews 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
Quote: “On the most elementary level, you do not have to go to church to be a Christian. You do not have to go home to be married either. But in both cases if you do not, you will have a very poor relationship.”—Kent Hughes, Disciplines of a Godly Man, Crossway Books, 1991, p. 165.

· With The Family

1 Peter 3:7
Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.
Illustration: Adam and Eve had the ideal marriage. Adam didn’t have to hear about all the men she could have married; and Eve didn’t have to hear about the way Adam’s mother cooked.

B.
Developed for companionship—vs. 20b–22

Genesis 2:21–22
21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;
22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

Note: The name “Adam” in Hebrew is Ish, and the name “Eve” is Isha which means “from man.”
Illustration: Many girls marry a man much like their fathers which may explain why many mothers cry at weddings. 

II.
A Unifying Relationship—vs. 23

A.
Unified through acceptance—vs. 23
Quote: “Acceptance is the optimum environment for growth.”
1.
Adam completely accepted Eve

Note: “Bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh”
Ephesians 5:28-29
28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.
29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

2.
We are completely accepted in the Lord

· Ephesians 1:6
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

· John 15:13
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
B.
Unified through purpose—vs. 23-24

Note: Have you ever considered your family purpose?

1. To honor Christ 
Ephesians 5:30-32
30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.
32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
2. To picture Christ

Ephesians 5:21-25
21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.
22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

Note: Do others see Christ in your marriage?

III.
An Unbroken Relationship—vs. 24-25

Note: The leaving, cleaving, and weaving.

Mark 10:7–9
7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife;
8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

5 Ineffective Responses to Conflict in Marriage

1.
Failure to acknowledge the problem (denial)

Proverbs 28:13
He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

2.
Withdrawal from real relationship development 

Ephesians 4:25
Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

3.
Keeping score
Ephesians 4:32
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

4.
Attacking the person instead of the problem

Ephesians 4:29
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

· Quote: “Try praising your wife, even if it does scare her at first.”—Billy Sunday
5.
Allowing anger to linger

Ephesians 4:26–27
26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:
27 Neither give place to the devil.
· Illustration: Frustrated at always being corrected by her husband, a woman decided that next time she would have a comeback. When the moment arrived, she said, “You know, even a broken clock is right once a day.” Her husband looked at her and replied, “Twice.”
A.
Spiritually

Note: One in Christ

1.
One in our faith
2 Corinthians 6:14
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

2.
One in our future

1 Peter 3:7b
And as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

Quote: “You cannot separate the desire to grow in Christ and to grow in marriage.”
B.
Physically—vs. 24

Quote: “The only relationship on earth in which God condones physical intimacy is between a husband and wife.”
Hebrews 13:4
Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.
1 Corinthians 7:3–4
3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.
4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.

Conclusion:
1. Do you see marriage as unique—ordained of God?

2. Are you experiencing unity through acceptance and purpose?

3. Are you unbroken spiritually and physically? Do you need to be saved?


