Text: Acts 9:36-43

Title: Revival in Joppa or He Presented Her Alive

Introduction: Acts 9 is a testimonial of:
· The miracle of salvation!
· The ministry of serving!
· The manifestation of a sovereign God!
There are four basic, but important principles at work here:
1.
God is always at work behind the scenes.
2.
God blesses and uses people who are surrendered, sacrificial, and servant-hearted.
3.
God is working in multiple places at the same time.
4.
God shepherds each congregation according to its spiritual needs and the holiness of its fellowship with Him.
While there were great things happening in Lydda, not too far away in a town called Joppa (now known as Jaffa), the Lord would shortly use Peter to help one individual person, and one local church have a greater testimony and impact for the Gospel.
This passage is about what happens when God gives you a second chance.
This passage is about how the Lord uses revival to stir a church for His glory.
I.
A Special Damsel
Acts 9:36
Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.
The church at Joppa was incredibly blessed by the ministry and service of Tabitha. Her name means gazelle.
Gazelle’s are known for their graceful nature. And certainly everything said about Tabitha or Dorcas speaks about her grace and beauty as a Christian woman!
Proverbs 31:10
Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.
Proverbs 31:30
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.
Titus 2:3
That the aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things.
1 Timothy 2:10
But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.
The early church was blessed with women who, like Tabitha, made their impact felt:
· Mary and Martha
· Priscilla, the wife of Ananias
· Phoebe, who served in the church at Cenchrea
· Lois and Eunice, the grandmother and mother of Timothy; their unfeigned faith! 

A.
She was special because of her devotion
Before the names “Christian” and “church member” were given, she was known as a disciple—a true follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.
1. True disciples were always characterized by their devotion to the Scriptures.
2. True disciples were always characterized by their devotion to the saints.
3. True disciples were always characterized by their devotion to supplication.
4. True disciples were characterized by their devotion through their surrender.
B.
She was special because of her deeds
This woman was full of good works.
Sometimes people unfairly say that women are short changed or slighted because they are limited in their service for God.
THAT IS UNTRUE!!!!
Praise the Lord for nursery workers, ladies who help do cleaning and making the house of God look presentable, servers, greeters, prayer warriors, and so many other areas of service, that if left undone, the church would be a mess!
Tabitha used her skills to help make coats and garments for the widow women, which many of them showed to Peter.
Tabitha was an industrious woman!
Tabitha was an involved woman!
C.
She was special because of her donations
She did almsdeeds.
Alms giving, or almsdeeds specifically, refers to being charitable to the poor and those who are facing difficult financial conditions.
Alms giving was in addition to, and beyond the tithe.
She was a woman compassionately moved by the needs of the widows, orphans, elderly, and physically impaired.
She was not hardened and indifferent to the needs of others.
She lived well below her means and invested her savings to help those who were disadvantaged.
Tabitha was a special woman because of her devotion, deeds, and donations!
II.
A Sickness unto Death

Acts 9:37
And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber.
A sad and unexpected event happened—Tabitha died!
Notice the phrase, “She was sick and died.” She had a sickness unto death.
Christians get physically sick, and die, but Christians also get spiritually sick and die as well!
Revelation 3:2
Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.
Here are eight factors that contribute to spiritual sickness:
1.
Lukewarmness—an indifference to spiritual things; being comfortable with everything in life, and having little concern for the things of God.

This is a spiritual sickness! In fact, lukewarmness is so sickening it makes Jesus sick!

Revelation 3:15-16
15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.
16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
2.
Hanging out with the wrong friends
When we allow and tolerate the wrong Christians and unbelievers in our lives, this weakens us. Paul said “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” It pollutes our entire being and transforms us into people just like those we are with.

3.
Prayerlessness—zero praying
This will harden your heart; it will make you faithless; it will leave you with zero concern for most people and most things. When you stop or minimize your praying that is like taking the oxygen supply away from your breathing! You will die spiritually!

4.
Skipping church and missing the preaching of the Word of God
This will lead to death! When you miss being fed and challenged from the Word of God you are starving your spiritual life, emaciating your soul, and being destroyed for a lack of knowledge!

5.
A bitter and critical spirit
It will kill your joy, and the joy of others around you. It is a cancer that insidiously works its way into every major fiber of your spiritual life. It fosters an unforgiving spirit and a hardened heart.
6.
Uncontrolled anger and wrath
It leads to high blood pressure, stroke, kidney disease, and heart attack. Spiritually it destroys your testimony and influence.
7.
Unbelief
It kills missions programs! It kills building programs! It kills special outreach events.
8.
Hypocrisy and a self-righteous spirit
It creates and fosters a spirit that is condescending, hurtful, unforgiving, judgmental, and never allows people to grow. It kills spiritual growth, acts of kindness, and curtails people from joining the church. It cuts people off, and uses people for its own benefit; and after it’s done, it leaves a negative taste in people’s mouths.
Many Christians have contracted spiritual sicknesses and don’t realize that they are spiritually dying!
III.
A Supernatural Demonstration
The believers at Joppa heard that Peter was in the nearby town of Lydda. Perhaps word of Aeneas’ healing reached the believers at Joppa.
They would not take “no” for an answer. They desired that God would do a supernatural work and raise Tabitha back up for them. So they sent for Peter to come to Joppa.
Peter’s arrival was a time of spiritual awakening! Peter’s arrival led to a revival from God!
A.
A time of review
Acts 9:39b
And all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.
1.
A person irreplaceable
Tabitha’s loss was felt immediately!
There was only one Tabitha!
What do we have to show when we leave this life?
What kind of impact are we having on the lives of those around us?
2.
A place indispensable
Acts 9:39a
Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber
Peter was no stranger to an upper room!
The last time we read of him in an upper room was when the Holy Ghost came upon him and the other disciples!
You could hear Peter thinking, “Do it again Lord! “Do it again!”
B.
A time of requesting
Acts 9:40a
But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed.
It was a time of submission, soul searching, simplicity, and supplication.
C.
A time of revitalization-Acts 9:40–42
1.
Revivals always involve a second chance.
“And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up.”
2.
Revivals have the right sequence.
a.
You need to hear!
“Tabitha, arise!”
Jesus is pleading, O list to His voice,
Hear Him today, Hear Him today!
They who believe on His name shall rejoice,
Quickly, arise and away!
Calling today, calling today!
Jesus is calling, is tenderly calling today!—Jesus Is Tenderly calling Thee Home, Fanny Crosby
b.
You need a hand!
“And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up…”
Revivals are about helping people get back on their feet!
Revivals are about extending the right hand of fellowship to fallen brethren!
c.
You need a home!
“And when he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive.”
D.
A time of rejoicing
Acts 9:42
And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the Lord.
Preaching services are about one person!
Just one person makes a difference.
Conclusion: Revivals are a spiritually necessary working of the Holy Spirit in the life of a church and its members. Revivals are used of God to awaken the saints, strengthen the things that remain, and “resurrect” some things that may have died.

