Text: Matthew 2:1–11

Title: Seeking Christ at Christmas

Introduction: We are all familiar with the story of the wise men coming from the East because they saw a star. We may have some misconceptions about this story that have been fostered by traditions:
First, many people assume there were three wise men or Magi because of the Christmas carol, “We Three Kings,” or because there were three presents (gold, frankincense, and myrrh). The truth is that we do not know how many men traveled from the East; however, it was probably more than three because it was unsafe to travel unless it was a large group. 

Second, people assume the wise men were standing side by side with the shepherds the night Mary delivered the baby Jesus. The truth is that by the time the wise men showed up, Jesus could have been almost two years of age. Herod slaughtered all the male children in Bethlehem two years and under because of the information received from these travelers. 

I.
Seek Christ in Christmas by Looking to the Sky

A.
The wise men began their search because they saw a star

B.
They were not satisfied with looking at earthly things 

Something in the sky got their attention. They were not so tied to earthly things that they missed what was going on in the heavens.
As believers, we should allow Heaven to have our heart.

Colossians 3:1–4
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
Application: If we are not careful, all of our attention can be focused on the daily physical issues of life. As believers, this world is not our home. We have to live here, there are things that we must do and give attention to physically, but we must allow Heaven to control our lives, our thinking, and our world-view so we can live properly to please Christ. 
II.
Seek Christ in Christmas by Looking into Scripture 

A.
They continued their search by consulting the Word of God

How did these men of the 
east tie this star phenomenon with a Messiah being born to the Jews? 
Note: These men must have painstakingly searched the great books of the learned. The most logical thought would be that they found this passage in Numbers.

Numbers 24:17
I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth.
The rest of the Old Testament gives other great details of the Messiah. 

Isaiah—He would be born of a virgin

Daniel—speaks of the time of His coming 

Micah—spoke of the city of His birth 

Perhaps they did not have access to all the sacred writings, but they responded in faith. 

Application: God’s Word is a rich treasure trove of blessings for those who dig in and study it. 

Matthew 13:52
Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.

B.
They believed and responded to what was written, and it brought them to Him
III.
Seek Christ in Christmas by Looking beyond Those That Scoff

A.
Herod responded in anger 

The Bible tells us that Herod was troubled. The word troubled means to be stirred up. He felt threatened by the fact that the Messiah would come to power. 

He sought to get more information from the scribes. 

Note: There are people in this world, like Herod, who hate God. They know that He exists, and yet they hate His righteousness and holiness. They fight Him and scoff at those who believe. They don’t mind if we have church and keep our faith inside the neat perimeters of home and personal lives. However, when our faith is real it expands to all areas of our lives. It causes us to share our faith and affects our everyday living, scoffers hate that.

B.
The religious leaders responded with indifference

When the religious leaders were summoned by Herod to give more information, they seemed to know what the prophets had written about the Messiah. Yet they made no effort to go with the wise men.
They were too comfortable with their small realm of religious practice. 

C.
The city responded with fear 

They were troubled because Herod was troubled. Herod was a ruthless and bloodthirsty man. This is obvious from his response to being shunned by the Magi. 

They understood that when Herod was stirred up, it meant trouble. So they were stirred up as well. 

Application: Our world is like the world when Jesus was born. They just don’t want their comfortable lives to be disturbed. 

Conclusion: Are you seeking the Christ of Christmas?
