Text: Hebrews 4:11–13
Title: Get Back in the Game!
Introduction: Oftentimes athletes get into a “sports rut” resulting in them playing below par. When this happens, the athlete becomes frustrated; and his efforts in the game are futile, unproductive, and losing.
It is when the athlete “gets back in the game,” that he has made a decision to play his best and to make every necessary contribution towards winning.
The book of Hebrews was written to first century Hebrew believers who had been sidetracked by Jews who were telling them that their faith in Christ was insufficient. These Hebrew believers had stagnated and spiritually declined due to drifting, doubting, dullness, and despising the Word of God.
The writer of Hebrews was used of God to encourage these believers to “get back in the game.” That is, they were given various spiritual methods that would get them back to a fruitful and productive walk with the Lord.
Hebrews 4:11–13 contains three important methods that can help a spiritually declining Christian get back on track, or “back in the game.”
I.
The Importance of Being Earnestly Diligent—vs. 11
Hebrews 4:11
Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.
The word for labour means to give diligence. It has the idea of endeavoring. It emphasizes exerting one’s self and putting all of one’s self into what he does. It means to hasten; to put feet and duty in what we do.
Consider how this word is used:
Ephesians 4:3
Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
2 Timothy 4:9
Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:
2 Peter 1:10
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.
2 Peter 3:14
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.
In giving this exhortation, the writer is saying it is imperative that we give diligence in everything we do, or we will fall into the same pattern of unbelief as the Israelites did.
A.
We are to be fervent
Nehemiah said, “So we laboured in the work: and half of them held the spears from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared” Nehemiah 4:21.
David said, “The King’s business requireth haste” in 1 Samuel 21:8.
Jesus said, “I have a baptism to be baptized with: and how am I straitened till it be accomplished” in Luke 12:50.
Jesus also said, “I must work the works that sent me, while it is day; the night cometh, when no man can work” in John 9:4.
Paul said, “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord” in Romans 12:11.
1.
We need to apply diligence in becoming Christlike.

2 Peter 1:5–10
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:
2.
We need to apply diligence in the usage of our spiritual gifts.
Romans 12:6–11
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.
10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;
11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;
3.
We need to apply diligence in winning souls and discipling them.

Acts 4:20
For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.
B.
We need to have focus
Hebrews 4:11
Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.
Notice the Bible is specific where our focus is to be: “That rest.”
“That rest” is referring to claiming the spiritual promises of God, living for the Lord, and doing our best for Christ.
If we are to get back in the game, we must decide to be earnestly diligent!
II.
The Importance of Being Earnestly Discerning—vs. 12
Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
The Word had lost its cutting edge and sharpness in each life! The conviction was gone because they became careless! The compassion was gone because of negligence! The communion was gone because of negligence! And the cultivation was gone because of negligence!
They forgot that we have the authoritative Word.
Psalm 119:89
For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.
They forgot we have the authentic Word.
2 Peter 1:19
We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

Psalm 12:6–7
6 The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.
7 Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.
They forgot we have an appetizing Word.

Job 23:12
Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.
Psalm 119:103
How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Consider three ways in which the Word of God gives us discernment in overcoming the obstacles in our lives.

A.
We need the discernment of the Word of God to overcome the obese man—Judges 3:11–30
Eglon is described as “a very fat man.” He was obese, perhaps morbidly obese. Eglon is a picture of the flesh.
Ehud was raised up by God as a deliverer and eventual Judge in Israel. Ehud was a left-handed man. This means he was favored his left hand over his right. He was considered handicapped and someone who did not fit the mainstream of society.
Christian, you do not fit the mainstream of society!

Ehud made a dagger which had two edges. This is a picture of the Word of God.
He hid it from Eglon’s sight, and at the right moment thrust it in all the way into Eglon’s belly.

When he did so, the Bible says the fat closed upon the blade so that he could not draw it out; and the dirt came out. Judges 4:30 tells us that Moab was subdued that day!
If we are going to defeat the flesh, that is mortify the deeds of the flesh, we need to let the Word of God be thrust deep into our hearts and lives! It needs to go deep enough that the dirt, that is the sin in us, is exposed and comes out!
B.
We need the Word of God if we are to overcome the oversized man—1 Samuel 17:51; 21:8-9
David was running from Saul and went to Ahimelech the priest of Nob. David inquired if there was a spear or sword that he could have. Ahimelech told him the only weapon they had was the sword of Goliath. David said, “There is none like that; give it me” (1 Samuel 21:9b).
This was the same sword that delivered the decisive blow to the oversized man. Goliath was the tallest, strongest, and most intimidating soldier of that day; but David defeated him with one swing of his sling and cut off his head with Goliath’s own sword.

Goliath is a picture of the world with its temptations, its taunts, and its terror. When Ahimelech said, “There is no other save that,” David remembered that victorious day, the cutting edge of the sword’s blow, the blood stains, and how he held that sword high!

If we are going to overcome the world and worldliness, we need the Word of God and to say like David, “There is none like that; give it me.”

C.
We need the Word of God if we are to overcome the outlaw man—Revelation 19:13-21
1.
Revelation 19:11-21 takes us into the future when the enemies of the Lord will gather together in Megiddo to fight against the Lord. It will be quickest battle ever fought. It will be a decisive victory that He will perform.

2.
Revelation 19:15, 21 tells us that the people of the earth who submit themselves under the Antichrist and the false prophet will be slain by the sword of the Lord, which is His Word.

3.
We are told in Ephesians 6:10-18 of the spiritual warfare we are in and what we are to wear and have if we are to win. Included with this armor is the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.

4.
The outlaw man is Satan and those whom he energizes for his dastardly deeds. He is called the outlaw because he is a lawless man; someone who cannot be restrained except by the Word of God.

5.
And, just like Jesus in Matthew 4 when He was tempted of Satan, we cannot overcome the devil without the Word of God!

Listen, if you have neglected the Word of God; if you have not been giving the earnest heed to what you have heard; if you have drifted towards hardness of heart and unbelief—you are out of the game!
Get back in the game by being earnestly discernable through a dedicated walk with God in His Word!
III.
The Importance of Being Earnestly Discoverable—vs. 13
Hebrews 4:13
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.
This final thought exhorts us to be transparent!

We are being exhorted to being someone who is discoverable.
Here the writer is reminding us of the fact that God is all seeing, all knowing, and all present. He is saying, “Stop living as if God does not see, know, or care!”
Don’t put yourself in the place where God has to shame and embarrass you in order for Him to get your attention!
To be discoverable in this context means we allow the Word of God, and our responsibility of being accountable to God, keep us in line with what we should be doing, and how we should be living.
Knowing that God sees and know all is both a deterrent and an incentive against a negligent life.
A.
We need to see through
Nothing between my soul and the Saviour!
B.
We need to be straight
Don’t take any shortcuts or detours not found in the Word of God!
Don’t make decisions you will regret!
Take the high road in everything we do.
Colossians 3:17

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.
C.
We need to be serious
James 1:22-25
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:
24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.
25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
Conclusion: We are in the biggest contest ever played. It is about real rewards that we will have to show at the Bema Seat of Christ. If we are going to win this game, we need to get back in the game and:
Be earnestly diligent
Be earnestly discerning
Be earnestly discoverable
GET BACK IN THE GAME!

