Title: Pleasing Our Unchanging God in Ever-Changing Times

Introduction: We live in times of rapid change. Change seems to come faster and faster. As we age the things that change are more noticeable.

Illustration: Grandpas have gray hair and get a senior discount.
We are living in changing times in the church.
Change can be unsettling, but it should not be unexpected because everything changes.
When we are content we don’t like change, but when we are not content change happens too slowly.
I. God Does Not Change

Malachi 3:6
6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.
Hebrews 13:8
8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.
Ecclesiastes 3:14
14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.
This is one of the magnificent yet incomprehensible attributes of God.

A. Everything changes—except God!
James 1:17
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
Lamentations 3:22-23

22 It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.
23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
B. God does change His methods of relating to mankind
In the Garden of Eden He related to man differently than He did after the curse of sin.

He related differently in the time of Noah and Abraham than He did during the period after He gave Moses the Law.
In the Old Testament He required different steps of obedience than in the New Testament.
During the Tribulation He will relate differently than during the Millennium.
For a time He spoke directly to man, then through prophets, then in the presence of His Son Jesus Christ. Now He speaks through His written Word, and one day He will speak face to face!
II. God Designed Change into Creation
Daniel 2:21

21  And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:
A. Solar system

Psalm 104:19
19 He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knoweth his going down.
B. Seasons

Genesis 1:14
14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:
C. Tides/plant world/animal world—we see patterns of systematic change
D. Human life—a process of change
Within all of this change there is divine order—beautiful rhythm
To describe the universe one could say, “There is order in the midst of change and there is change in the midst of order.”
God is the perfect Creator—He designed creation with both order and change in mind.

Order without change is a museum. Change without order is confusion.
III. God Describes Believers Using Examples of Change
A. We are called God’s children

Galatians 3:26
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
B. We are called God’s sheep

Psalm 100:3

3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

John 10:27
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
C. As the church we are called the body of Christ—(parts of the body) order/change

1 Corinthians 12:26-27

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.
Ephesians 5:30
30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
Colossians 1:18
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
D. We are instructed, commanded, and encouraged to grow
Ephesians 4:15

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
2 Thessalonians 1:3a
3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly,
1Peter 2:2
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
2 Peter 3:18
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

There is no growth without change.
IV. God Desires to See Change in Us

2 Corinthians 5:17
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
A. He wants to change your destiny

Romans 6:23
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

John 3:18
18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
	Lost Man
	Saved Man

	Child of the Devil
	Child of God

	Sinner bound for Hell
	Saint bound for Heaven

	Evil in God’s sight
	Justified, holy, spotless


B. He wants to change your devotion (passions—what you care about)

Colossians 3:1-3
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
Some of us need a change in what we care about:
· Know more about the stars in Hollywood than the Star of Heaven

· Care more about the losses on the sports field than the lost people living around us

· More concerned with how our children “fit in, get treated fairly, have all the luxuries” than evaluating, encouraging, and equipping them to “please God with their lives”
1 John 2:15
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
C. He wants to change your deportment (behavior)
Romans 6:17
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
1Corinthians 6:9-11
9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
Conclusion: What is the change that God wants to make in your life?
Salvation—change you from a lost person headed to Hell to a child of God destined for eternity with Him in Heaven
Believers—a specific area of change:
Temper

Speech

Bitterness/disdain for someone

Holding back on God—service, giving, etc.
Prayer life is weak or non-existent

Bible reading is hit-n-miss—mostly miss

God wants to change you, but He waits for you to commit to Him.
