Text: Isaiah 52:7-11
Title: Thy God Reigneth!
Introduction: Israel was defeated and taken into the captivity of Babylon in 586 B. C. This captivity lasted until 538 B. C., a period of forty-eight years. Their capital city, the holy city of Jerusalem, and the temple of Solomon lay in ruin—this was complete and utter devastation and humiliation to a very proud people.
The prophets at that time were Amos and Hosea in the northern kingdom; and Zechariah, Micah, and Jonah in the southern kingdom. If there was such a position, Isaiah was the lead prophet and the man given the task of rebuking and then restoring Judah as the tribe that was hit the hardest in Babylon’s conquest.
The theme of Isaiah’s message is “The Salvation of Jehovah.” If I had to choose a prophet that served in a time with many similarities to our present time, I would pick Isaiah.

Our great nation of Canada mirrors Israel in some ways.
1. The founding of our nation was blessed by God.
2. Like Israel, we feared God and looked to Him for guidance and strength. Although most Canadians don’t even realize it, the words of our national anthem declare this fear of God. Think about the third stanza of O Canada:
Ruler supreme, who hearest humble prayer,

Hold our Dominion in Thy loving care;

Help us to find, O God, in Thee

A lasting, rich reward,

As waiting for the better Day,

We ever stand on guard.

What happened to that Canada?

I’d say that about forty-eight to fifty-eight years ago this country went into captivity. We became captivated by
1.  Television

2.  A consuming desire for greater wealth

3.  Sports and entertainment

4.  Evolution, sexual revolution, and eliminating God from our society
Church attendance, morality, decency, purity, and family have tumbled. We are overwhelmed with greater crimes, rebellious children, and broken homes. We have become a people exhausted, shaken, and aimlessly seeking for something we cannot find.
Isaiah gave Israel hope by the promise of publication, and the hope of our nation is the same.
Isaiah 52:7-11

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion.

9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.

10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

11 Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD.

This church is part of that publication—the publication of good tidings, the publication of peace, the publication of salvation—by publishing the very Word of God.

I. The Watchmen Shall Lift up the Voice Together
If ever there has been a fault of our independent Baptist movement, it has been that we have at times been too independent. We often seem to miss the fact that it is possible to have autonomy and interdependence at the same time. We could reach our nation in our lifetime if we had unity.
II. They Shall See Eye to Eye
Sadly, one of the hindrances of Canada receiving the Gospel message immediately is the fact that many Christians do not see eye to eye. Some would say we need to start churches first, another might say foreign missions first, another might say we need to meet the needs of our own churches first.

As a native born Canadian boy whose heart is breaking for his homeland, which desperately needs a return to God—a revival—I see no greater need than getting that which has been our greatest loss back into the homes of our people.
One of the greatest downswings in this nation happened when
        1.  Darwinism displaced the Bible in our curriculum

        2.  Prayer was forced out of the opening daily exercises in our schools

        3.  Religious education was pushed aside

        4. The introduction of other world religions into Canada overruled true Christianity.
It’s time for God’s Word to be re-established in our homes, in the hands of our people, and made available to those who seek for its truth. That is a message every born-again believer in our Baptist churches needs to hear and believe. It is then that we will see a movement of God.
Romans 10:14
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?
It is impossible for the lost to be saved without the Word of God.
Romans 10:17
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Do you see that? Do we see eye to eye on that? When we do, we will see the Lord bring revival to Canada.
III. Be Ye Clean That Bear the Vessels of the Lord
Oh my friend, if ever there was a time for the saints of God to be right on, it is now. It is time for us to put away the filth of this world and the foolishness of sin. It’s time to get back to an old fashioned sin-hating holiness that exemplifies the presence of the Holy Ghost within us.
Could I be so bold as to say that many among us would have been removed from church membership just fifty years ago for the actions of our lives today? We would have been removed for having watched, listened to, and participated in the vices, entertainments, and practices of the world in which we now live.
If we ever hope to publish the message that Jesus saves—to publish that Holy Word that contains the very message of salvation this country needs—we must cleanse ourselves of the sin that runs rampant within us.
Canada is captive, captive to sin, but God has given to us the power to break that hold. We must publish the news of the Gospel so that all our nation might be set free. Will you now lift the voice, see eye to eye, and purify the holy vessel of your body, that His Word might be published with joy?
