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Introduction: There has never been a time in world history when people needed to hear and claim the promises of God as desperately as they do today. The overwhelming emotion felt by people today is “uncertainty.” There is uncertainty about the economy, politics, jobs, and terrorism. Yet, even as uncertainty fills the air…God’s people can live with confidence.

Note : 2 Cor 5:1—Paul was confident of a home in Heaven—verses 6-8

The reason for his confidence was not because of any self-attained measure of success, but because he had received the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour.

Note: There is nothing like the stability and spiritual confidence in the life of a saved man. Today, let’s hear Paul’s own testimony of how he entered this relationship with Christ; which became his foundation for living. 

I. The Miracle of Salvation—verses 14, 15, 18,19,21

A. Because a guilty world is declared innocent—verse 14b-15a
Note: The world died spiritually in Adam 

Romans 5:12

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

Adam became the ‘federal head’ spiritually. 

Note: In Genesis 2:17 God declared if Adam ate of the forbidden tree— “Thou shalt surely die.” — Thus in Adam all died. Yet, Jesus Christ, the second Adam went to Golgotha, the place of death and died for us—verse 14b. So, salvation is a miracle because a guilty world can find forgiveness in Christ.

B. Because a guilty world is reconciled to God—verses 18-19
Note: Reconciliation involves salvation and a new life in Christ.

Note: The death and resurrection of Christ reconciled the world to God. (Not “God to the world”—God never moved.)

Colossians 1:20-21
20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 

21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. 

Note: Christ, became our sin offering—verse 21

· He became sin for us

· He felt our pain and shame

Isaiah 53:3-5

3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

Yes, salvation is a miracle of God—in offering reconciliation to mankind!

II. The Manifestation of Salvation—verse 17

Note: New creature = reference to the new man

Ephesians 4:24

24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Note: The new creation or new man desires to serve God, attend church, and give…

Note: The new creation has no allegiance to sin and is anxious to serve God.

Illustration: Man, (James Williams) saved after getting out of jail—“What next?” (new nature)

Note: Galatians 5:17—The flesh (old creation) fights the new creation—don’t quit!!! 

Note: If you are in Christ you can have confidence, that you have a new nature.

III. The Ministry of the Saved—verses 18b, 19b, 20

A. God has given us the ministry of reconciliation—verse 18b
B. God has given us the word of reconciliation—verse 19
C. God has called us to be ambassadors—verse 20

Note: Webster defines an ambassador as, “A minister of the highest rank assigned to a foreign country.”

Note: Christian, this world is not our home—we are assigned to this country by the King of kings to share the word of reconciliation.

Illustration: When a government sends an ambassador to another government, it means they are on friendly terms. Often when we revoke our ambassador, it means a form of judgment is coming. (The Lord is on friendly terms with this world, but soon, He will remove His ambassador and judgment will begin.)

Note: Christian be an active ambassador 

Illustration: Tracts, witness, soulwinning 

Conclusion: As I studied this doctrine of reconciliation, I could not help but think of an experience last week in Korea
· Dr. Kim took us to dinner

· Mrs. Kim from North Korea showed us burial grounds in South Korea where those who escaped from North Korea can be buried as close to the border as possible
· Communism stands in the way of reconciliation 

But, there is a greater need for reconciliation—that is for men to be reconciled to God, Jesus made a way! Do you have confidence you will see the Saviour?

