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Introduction: A distinctive doctrinal belief of Baptists, and fundamental Christians down through the centuries has been the “eternal security of the believers.” That is the belief, according to Ephesians 1, that our eternal destiny is sealed by the Holy Spirit at the moment of our salvation. 

Paul the Apostle wrote of it in 1 Timothy 4:12
12 For I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day.
This knowledge of eternal security is a wonderful gift of God’s grace.

It is also presented here in 1 John 5:13.
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. (Know is found 39 times in this book.)

Note: I’m glad my salvation is not based on my actions or feelings! (It is based on God declaring me forgiven in Christ.) Now, after I am saved, it is God’s will that I obey His will for my life…

Today, I want to show you three results of obedience.

I. An Assured Heart

A. Assured of salvation—verse 3

(Know that we know Him)

Note: There is no joy without assurance.

Note: “Keeping His commandments doesn’t save me, but it assures me…” (experientially)

Illustration: Disobedient Christians sometimes doubt.

Note: Others who disobey aren’t saved—verse 4


*Keepeth—guard continually—obedience in the heart

Note: The more I obey from the heart, the more I am assured in my heart…

B. Assured of maturity—verse 5

(Keepeth—present tense, continuous)

John 14:15

15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Note: God’s love is “perfected”—verse 5b

Note: Obedience brings maturity—“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy…”

Note: Do you delight to obey and serve your God?

Illustration: Children being told, versus—voluntarily…

C. An abiding walk—verse 6

D. Abideth
John 15:4

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
Note: How’s your fruitfulness?

E. Walk 

1 Peter 2:21

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

Ephesians 5:1

5:1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

Illustration: Evangelist was having people shout in meeting, so he formed a committee to watch the life of the shouting during the week. He wanted to see if their life matched their shout! If so they could shout the next week.

II. A Loving Life—verses 7-11

Note: “The commandment” spoken of here is not in reference to the 10 commandments. Christ fulfilled the law.

Note: The commandment spoken of here, is the commandment to love one another.

Note: There is a sense in which this commandment is very old and a sense in which it is new.

John 13:34-35

34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
A. Definition of love—verses 7-8

1. Agape love = deep, spiritual

Illustration: man who loved beans, loved wife…

2. Burden bearing love

Galatians 6:2

2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

John 15:10-12

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

Illustration: There is a law to care for children—but there is a superior reason why I do. Terrie and I don’t say, “Well we better get up and feed the kids before the police come…”
Illustration: Usual Baptists—Well, we better go to church tonight…Well, I better help the missionary.

3. Consistent love—verse 9

You cannot say you are saved and be filled with hate. Love and hate cannot mix.

Illustration: We should hate sin—Proverbs 6—pride, lying tongue, murder, sowing discord, etc. 

Illustration: Homosexuality but not homosexuals…

Note: If a Christian has hatred in his life, three things take place…

1. Lives in darkness—verse 9

2. Causes stumbling—verse 10

People will be misled by your testimony.

3. Hinders progress—verse 11—slows growth

Note: Hate will cause slowed growth!

Romans 5:5

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

1 Corinthians 13:5

5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil. 

Illustration: Girl years ago—claimed to be saved…parents brought her in…she saw a picture of Ronald Reagan and said, “I hate that man…”

Note: the overwhelming characteristic of an obedient Christian will be love.

Conclusion: As I am obedient to His commandments…



I am assured in my heart



I am abiding in my walk



I am loving in my life

If you are lacking these you either need salvation or obedience.

“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”
