Series: Confident Christian Living

Title: Confidence through God’s Love

Text: 1 John 3:1-3


Series: Confident Christian Living

Title: Confidence through God’s Love

Text: 1 John 3:1-3

Introduction: I thank God that the book I preach from today, is the infallible and inerrant Word of God. The more my life is grounded in the principles of Scripture, the more I am enabled to live a confident Christian life…

1 John chapters 1-2 teach us that we can live a confident Christian life as we fellowship with, and obey the Father. Chapter 3 gives us further understanding of the basis for our confidence as Christians; “the love of the Father…” In fact, in these three verses the Bible tells us; 1. Who we are; 2. Where we’re going; and 3. How to get ready!

I. The Position of a Christian—the Sons of God—verses 1-2a

Note: Not all men are called “as sons of God.” 

Illustration: John 8:44 “Ye are of your father the devil…” But, those who accept Jesus Christ are made the sons of God!

Galatians 3:26

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

A. We are loved by the Father

Salvation from start to finish is an expression of God’s love.
Note: “What manner”—special quality—an out of this world kind of love.

Romans 5:8

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Illustration: Years ago, there was a young girl whose face had been badly disfigured by a fire. She was taken by train to a town where she was to attend a special school. Waiting at the terminal, she watched as the superintendent of the school greeted the other girls with a hug and a kiss on the cheek. After a long time she approached the superintendent and said, “Please mister, I know I am not pretty like the other girls, but would you mind hugging me? You don’t have to kiss me.” (The superintendent hugged the girl and kissed her.)

Note: Though we were unlovely, the Father loved us!

B. We are His children now—verse 2a

Illustration: “Blessed assurance Jesus is mine, oh what a foretaste of glory divine.”

C. We are not recognized by the world—verse 1b

Note: He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.

Illustration: Old spiritual—“Sweet little Jesus boy, we didn’t know who you were.”

Note: This “world system” rejects the Lord Jesus…

Illustration: They cry, “Give us Barabbas…”

Illustration: Drug using sports heroes are worshipped over Jesus.

II. Our Promise—verse 2b

A. He shall appear

Colossians 3:4

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
Note: We will see Him as He is…

1 Thessalonians 4:16

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Note: Now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face…

Illustration: Over 300 references in the New Testament to the return of the Lord. 

B. We shall be like Him

Romans 8:29

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Philippians 4:20-21

20 Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

21 Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me greet you. 

Note: We will have a new body, no pain, blindness, etc.

Note: We will not be “little gods,” but we will be in His likeness.

Psalm 17:15

15 As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.

III. Our Practice 3:3
A. Based on our hope
Illustration: “My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus blood and righteousness…”

Note: Our hope is not found in Washington or in military might, or a 401k…. It is in Jesus.

Luke 21:27-28

27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.

B. Purify ourselves

Note: The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses or sanctifies us. But, there is also the matter of daily sanctification maintaining purity in the face of temptation…

Illustration: Visiting sometime ago… family cleaning away magazines, liquor, etc…. But if we believe Jesus is coming—we need to purify ourselves.
James 1:22-25

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:

24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

Before we make changes we look into the mirror… preparing for the day. We must apply God’s Word.


Illustration: A young girl was out with some friends late—someone suggested they go to a questionable place. She said, “I better not go…” Her friend said, “Are you afraid your father might hurt you?” She replied, “No, I’m not afraid my father will hurt me. I’m afraid I might hurt my father…”
Conclusion: Thank God for the believer’s…



Position—loved by the Father



Promise—we shall be like Jesus



Practice—preparing for His Coming

Illustration: Recent U.S. News Poll—61% of people said they believe Jesus is coming again—only 15% had accepted Christ…
