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Introduction: Since the beginning of time Satan has battled God’s truth with deception. The spirit of the deceiver is to question God’s word, and to replace it with his own substitute. 

Illustration: Gen. 3—God ordained that Adam and Eve should not eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Satan came and said, “Yea, hath God said, thou shalt not eat?… ye shall not surely die.”
Note: In the New Testament age, no sooner had God ordained the apostles to teach doctrine, then the false teachers began to question.

Illustration: Jude 3-4 “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that you should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints…For certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation…turning the grace of God into lasciviousness…”
Note: In 1 John 4, the apostle is warning concerning false teachers…. He is commanding them to use spiritual discernment. This warning was meant to fortify against spiritual vulnerability.

Illustration: Extreme vulnerability of 20th century church.

Illustration: U.S. Borders are protected by an “early warning” radar system.

Note: Our warning comes from the word of God, but we must read it, if we will be protected.

Illustration: Pearl Harbor—radar picked up Japanese planes, but the radar technician was told to ignore the blips on the radar screen because they were thought to be supply planes from the West Coast.

Note: Someone might question all the emphasis on warning…. But there is a spiritual battle raging!!

Ephesians 6:12

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (vs. 1—false prophets)

Thus, we must TRY THE SPIRITS (test, prove). We must be careful about spiritual consumption.

1 Thessalonians 5:21

21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 

Note: How can we know?

I. The Confessions of a True Believer—verse 2

“Hereby know ye the Spirit of God.”

A. He confesses that Jesus is God’s Son

Note: “Confess” = to say the same thing or agree—a true believer agrees with the Bible…

1 Corinthians 2:12

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
Note: A true believer is clear about Christ’s manifestation.

2 Corinthians 5:19

19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

B. A true believer hears the truth—verse 6a

Illustration: Over the years I have taught what the Bible says about abortion, homosexuality, etc.—only to have people scorn me—later we discovered they were never saved!

1 Corinthians 2:14

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they re spiritually discerned. 

II. Characteristics of a False Teacher—verses 3-5

Note: We need to be aware of the reality of false teachers.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

2 Peter 2:1

2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

A. Unbiblical content—verse 3 (about Christ)

2 John 7

7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
Illustration: Fast growing “Iglesia Ni Christo”—denies deity of Christ.

B. More acceptance—verse 5
Large crowds are not an automatic guarantee of Biblical truth…

C. Commercialism 

2 Peter 2:3

3 And through coveteousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.
They exploit the truth…

Illustration: Prayer clothes—people purchased.

D. Hidden motives

Jude 4

4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Illustration: Little boy – “Daddy, can you sign your name with your eyes closed?” 
“Yes.” 
“Good, then close your eyes and sign my report card.”

Matt 7:15

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 

E. Will not hear the truth—verse 6b

Note: Whether a cult at your door, a false teacher on T.V., or a charismatic politically active figure—be careful!

III. Courage of the Believer

Note: In the midst of Spiritual warfare—we can be of GOOD COURAGE!

A. Because of our relationship with God—verse 4a

Note: Are you saved?

B. We have victory (overcome them in Christ).
Colossians 2:15

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

Note: We’re on the winning side!

Note: Greater is He that is in me, than he that is in the world.

John 16:33

33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

Discouraged Christian—greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world. Satan may fight but he will never win!

Conclusion: In a day of confusion we can be confident, and take courage through Jesus Christ…. Let’s approach these last days with discernment and confidence.
