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Introduction: In our scripture reading this morning there was a word mentioned nine times. That word was sin. Most people in America do not mention the word sin unless it is in the form of a joke. But sin is no joke. The Bible teaches us that sin separates men from God! Romans 3 “…come short…” Thank God that Jesus Christ bridged the gap of sin between God and man…and offers salvation! But the truth is that although our sins are forgiven, Christians sin after salvation. (Receiving the new nature does not eliminate the old.) And although these sins do not cause God to revoke salvation, they can hinder our fellowship with Him. 

Isaiah 59:2

2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 
Illustration: Man who had wronged his father…He was tentative, uncertain about seeing him—why? Sin! Whenever you have a relationship as a family, etc., and there is sin, there will be a lack of confidence… Perhaps nothing hinders the zeal of a Christian like sin!

Note: Sin is believing you are self created, self dependant, and self sustained—truly, when we sin, we leave God out of the picture.

Note: Three ways people deal with sin…

I. Some Cover Sin—verses 6,8,10

A. By lying to others—verse 6

Note: Many Christians masquerade spiritually.

They know the lingo; they even have a fish on their bumper—but they have deep rooted and unresolved sin problems.

Proverbs 28:13

13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. 

B. By lying to themselves—verse 8

Note: It is really difficult to help someone who has convinced themselves of a lie…(denial)

Illustration: A child who steals…did you…No

Illustration: Elvis is still alive…

Note: Some even deny a sin nature altogether, but a believer who lives a life of sin, and tries to cover it up will be chastised… (Whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth.)

Note: When a person stops covering up—he will say with David, “I was shapen in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me.”

II. Confess Sin—verse 9

Note: The term confess involves many different concepts.

Illustration: Costa Rica—confessionals

Note: This is not what God intended!!!

Note: Confessions involves the naming of specific sins, and saying the same thing about them that God says…. See sin as God sees it…

Note: The reason people do not confess sin is because they do not agree with God…But, confession of sin is vital because it brings a cleansing, or a restoration of fellowship and it renews confidence in the Christian based upon Christ’s atoning work. 

A. We confess sin through our Advocate, Jesus Christ—verse 24
(That’s why honest preachers expose such things as a confessional booth—because it takes the place of Jesus!)

Note: Revelation 12:10 tells us Satan accuses us day and night, but Jesus is our advocate… (one who comes to our defense).
B. God forgives His children based on the offering of His Son—verse 2

Note: Jesus became our propitiation (mercy seat). Jesus alone can satisfy a holy God.

Note: Verse 7b (chap. 1)—The blood of Jesus…cleanseth.

Note: The blood forgave you at the day of salvation, and it is efficacious on your behalf today!

Note: Yes, sin brings defeat and discouragement.

Illustration: Luke 15—Prodigal in pig pen. But, repentance and confession bring joy.

Luke 15:18

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee. 

Illustration: A friend of mine was a counselor at a revival meeting…a man came forward and prayed, “Oh, Father, if we have sinned forgive us.” My friend stopped him and said, “Wait, don’t drag me into it!”

III. Conquer Sin—2:1

No one will finally conquer sin until Heaven—No one is sinlessly perfect. But, God’s desire is that we would sin less and less as we grow more and more. 

Note: We will experience victory as we…

A. Walk in the light—1:7

1. By confessing immediately—obey every impulse from God.

2. By following His Word 

Psalm 119:105

105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
B. Die to self

Romans 6:7-11

7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.

8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Illustration: Lester Roloff—someone had tried to hurt him—He said, “If I’m offended, it’s my fault. I’m to die to self.”

Conclusion: The Queen Elizabeth ocean liner…lay tired and aching in dry dock after years of grueling service in the Atlantic. They decided to give her a major face-lift and convert her into a floating hotel. As they hooked the cranes to the forward towering smokestack and began to lift it off, it shattered into dust. The engineers rushed to discover the problem and soon found that the smokestacks consisted of only thirty coats of paint. (The three-quarter-inch steel plate had long since rusted out.) Only the shell was left. The substance was missing; only the decoration survived. 

Perhaps you’ve been covering up as a Christian, and you need to come to the Lord and restore fellowship (confess).
Others perhaps, today, need to for the first time confess your sinful condition and call upon Christ. 
