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Introduction: The Holy Spirit of God inspired John the Apostle to give us three declarative statements about the NATURE OF GOD…

· In John 1:5—we read “God is light.”

· In John 4:24—we read “God is a Spirit.”

· And here in verse 8—“God is love.”

Note: It was the attribute of God’s love that John delighted in so greatly. In fact, on one occasion, John referred to himself as “the disciple whom the Lord loved.”

Note: When we comprehend and contemplate the fact that a Holy God loves a sinful world, our hearts should fill with gratitude. We can never know enough…

Illustration: A grandmother said to her granddaughter, “Hannah, tomorrow we’re going to Sunday school.” Hannah replied, “I don’t like Sunday school.” Her grandmother said, “We need to learn about God’s love.” Hannah replied, “I learned about it enough.” Her grandmother said, “I’ve been going to church all my life, and I haven’t learned enough….” To which Hannah replied. “Well maybe you weren’t paying attention.”

Quote: “The Love of God”—The love of God is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell. It goes beyond the highest star, and reaches to the lowest hell. The guilty pair, bowed down with care, God gave His Son to win; His erring child He reconciled and pardoned from His sin. Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of parchment made. Were every stalk on earth a quill, and every man a scribe by trade. To write the love of God above would drain the ocean dry. Nor could the scroll contain the whole though stretched from sky to sky. Oh love of God, how rich and pure, how measureless and strong. It shall forever more endure, the saints and angels song. 
Note: While the love of friends and even family may fail you—His love is faithful. You can be confident in Christ’s love.

I. The Love of God Proclaimed—verse 7-8

Note: verse 7—Love is of God, verse 8—God is love.

A. God’s nature is a loving nature 

He is first light, and therefore is not soft or indulgent toward sin, but He loves the sinner.

Note: This was a new concept for many in the first century—the pagan deities were to be feared.

B. God’s people are characterized by love—verses 7-8

Note: Sometimes love must be stormy—Paul told Timothy in preaching to reprove, rebuke, and exhort…. But, even our rebuke must be motivated by love.

Illustration: When we are born, we take on the physical nature of our physical parents. Some of you have even compared baby pictures! Spiritually, we are born as sinners but when a man is “born again,” he takes on the spiritual life of Christ.

Note: So God’s love is proclaimed in His word, and from His people…

II. The Love of God Proved—verses 9-10

Note: God manifested His love—“manifested” = made visible. 

A. He gave His only begotten Son…

Note: You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving (offering).
Note: Because God is love, He communicated His love…

Note: Jesus was God manifest in the flesh…Deity wrapped in humanity. (The righteousness of God revealed.)

John 14:9

9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?

Illustration: Long before Joseph Smith concocted Mormonism—and denied Jesus’ deity—long before the Russellites invented the Jehovah Witness cult—God sent His Son—the 2nd person of the Godhead 

Note: Why must we defend His deity, and even name false teachers? Because of the reason He came!

B. He came to be a propitiation—verse 10

Note: He came to be the payment or satisfaction for sin.

Note: Someone asked why? Because God is light and just…He wants us to be saved, but payment had to be made for sin…(only Christ’s payment met the demand).
Romans 3:25

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.

Illustration: a 36 year old mother was discovered to be in the advanced stages of terminal cancer. One doctor advised her to spend her remaining days on vacation. A second physician offered her the hope of living 2-4 years with the grueling side effects of radiation. She penned the following words to her three small children. “I’ve chosen to try to survive for you. This has some horrible costs, including pain, loss of good humor, and moods I won’t be able to control, but I must try this, if only on the outside chance that I might live one minute longer. And that minute could be the one you might need me when no one else will do. FOR THIS I INTEND TO STRUGGLE TOOTH AND NAIL, so help me God.”

Note: Many people PROVE love in different ways, but no one ever proved his love like Jesus. 4:14

III. Love Practiced—verses 11-13

A. Love one another—verse 11

B. His love is perfected in us—verse 12

Note: God is invisible, but His people are visible. His love is proclaimed in the Word, proved at the Cross, and perfected in the believer. 

Note: Every Christian has the indwelling, empowering Holy Spirit—verse 13.

Romans 5:5

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
Note: We are to practice His love…. It is awesome to see God’s love perfected in the life of a Christian.
Illustration: G. Campbell Morgan was a famous British preacher. One day he was having lunch with his wife and five preacher sons. A friend came up and asked, “Who is the greatest preacher in this family?” In unison the six men said, “Our mother.”

Illustration: John Downey—“Good-bye Jesus.”

Conclusion: God proved His love on Calvary to provide salvation—receive it!! God perfects His love in yielded vessels!
