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Introduction: On one occasion as our Lord prepared for the crucifixion and ascension, he told his disciples, “Peace, I leave with you, my peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth, give I unto you.”

Note: Our Lord has provided peace for a confident, enjoyable Christian life.

Note: When Christians feel a lack of peace or assurance in their hearts it is not because God hates them, or their church family wants them to be miserable—but because disobedience and rebellion is in their heart…

*Note: 1 John 2:3, and 3:18-19

*These verses indicate that spiritual confidence develops as we keep His commandments, and love one another…

Note: Our assurance or “confidence in heart” as Christians depends upon…

1. Our relationship and obedience to God

2. Our relationship with others

Illustration: If I am not right with God my heart accuses me. If I am not right with someone my heart accuses me.

Note: A believer’s relationship with someone else could affect his relationship with God.

Illustration: Matt 5:23—Jesus taught the Jews if they brought a sacrifice to the altar, and remembered a sin against a brother—they should reconcile with their brother. So, an obedient Christian obeys God’s commandments, and loves in deed and truth.

Now, with obedience and love as a foundation—today, we will see how a Christian can flourish in a walk of CONFIDENCE TOWARD GOD.

I. Obedient Christians Have Confidence in a Powerful God—verses 20-21

Note: Sometimes our heart will condemn us because we have sinned (conviction).
A. God is greater than our hearts—verse 20

1. His mercy is greater 

1 John 1:9

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Illustration: Old Testament Tabernacle—the Ark of the Covenant contained the tables of the 10 Commandments—(a constant reminder of failure.) But over the ark was a mercy seat made of a slab of gold as wide as the ark…

Psalm 103:2-3

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.
Illustration: Peter had sinned—his heart condemned him—but when Jesus resurrected He told Mary to tell the disciples and Peter.

Note: Even when we are discouraged and feeling unworthy—“HIS LOVE IS GREATER.”

2. His omniscience is greater—verse 20c

Note: There is nothing you can surprise God with—He loved you knowing you were a sinner. 

B. If our heart doesn’t condemn us we have confidence—verse 21
II. Obedient Christians Have Confidence in the Power of Prayer

Note: Obedience toward God, and a clear conscience brings about a boldness in prayer.

Hebrews 10:19

19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.

A. Concise prayer—“whatsoever”

James 4:3

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
Illustration: Everyday I pray specifically for myself

· Die to self

· Filled with the Spirit

· Lordship

· Unfeigned 

Every day I pray specifically for church family needs.

Every day I pray for building program needs—
· 200 K

· 1 Million

B. Condition to the prayer—verse 22

Note: Keep His commandments and please Him

Illustration: A man came to talk to his pastor about his unsaved son—he had prayed, but his son hadn’t been saved—The pastor quoted Psalm 66:18,“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” He then told the man to check and see if there was anything in his hear that was not right. The man took care of a problem with another man in the church, and shortly thereafter his son was saved! 

John 15:7

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
Illustration: If you had a rebellious child that disobeyed you and had a bad attitude all day, and then requested a new toy from Walmart, you may not be inclined to oblige.

Note: That’s why we should live our lives asking “Does this please Jesus?”

III. Obedient Christians Have Confidence in the Presence of the Holy Spirit—verses 23-24

Note: The Holy Spirit bears witness in our hearts.

Illustration: Some people may not comprehend the term “Holy Spirit”… Most talk about a “spirit” today is in the New Age context. 

Illustration: Sedona, Arizona—New Age community—“A place to have harmony with the spirits of the world.” Yellow pages—psychics, spiritual counseling, medicine card readings, aura photography, astrology, rapid eye technology, hypnotherapy, shamanic healing, parapsychology, lymphatic manipulations, crystal readings, aura cleansing, reflexology, sensory depravation tank floating—all are Satan’s substitutes for prayer and the power of THE HOLY SPIRIT—4:1
Note: Before you will know the presence of the Holy Spirit you must…

A. Believe on the Son—Jesus Christ

Note: If you truly want the confidence of a relationship with God—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

John 3:16-18
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

Note: It doesn’t matter how many rocks you worship, crystals you collect, or reflexology sensory depravation tanks you float in—you are condemned without Christ. 
B. Receive the Holy Spirit—verse 24c

Romans 8:9

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

Note: A Christian realizes confident Christian living because of 4:4

Conclusion—If you have never been saved, your heart may be convicting you to become a Christian. If you are saved—there is confidence in …

· Our powerful God

· Power of prayer

· Person of the Holy Spirit
