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Introduction: As we again consider what it means to honor God, we will look at what takes place within the church as we make up the visible body of Christ on earth.

Paul uses the illustration of a “great house” to help us understand the church. Now, before we look at Paul’s illustration, we don’t want to misunderstand what he is trying to say regarding two types of vessels.

1 Corinthians 12:12–27
12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
14 For the body is not one member, but many.
15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? 18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.
19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?
20 But now are they many members, yet but one body.
21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:
23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.
24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:
25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.
26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

There are many types of “vessels” in the body. Yet in first Corinthians all of them have some “honor” attached to them simply because they are “attached” to the body. This is NOT the illustration Paul is making here.

So, let’s begin by looking at the types of vessels that Paul is referencing in Second Timothy.

I.
The Type of Vessels
2 Timothy 2:20–21
20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.
21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.
In this passage, Paul uses an illustration to help us understand the reality of the church. The Greek word for church is ekklesia. It means, “a called out assembly.”

Ten Truths about the Church

1.
It is purchased.
Acts 20:28
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
2.
It is built by God.

Acts 2:47
Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
3.
It is served by its members.
Romans 16:1
I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:
4.
It is set apart in Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:2
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:
5.
It is the means by which Christ receives glory.
Ephesians 3:21
Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
6.
It is subject to Christ.
Ephesians 5:24
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing;
7.
It was the object of Christ’s loving, costly sacrifice.
Ephesians 5:25
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
8.
It is the visible body of Christ on earth.
Colossians 1:18a
And he is the head of the body, the church
Colossians 1:24
Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:
9.
It is the pillar and ground of the truth.
1 Timothy 3:15
But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
10.
It is provisioned.
Ephesians 4:11–16
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
Now, this is that “great house” that Paul is referencing in verse 20.
2 Timothy 2:20
But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.
This means that not all in the house are genuinely a part of the true body. In fact, he just referenced two, by name, as an example.
2 Timothy 2:16–17
16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.
17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;
Jesus addressed this very matter during His earthly ministry.

Matthew 13:24–30
24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:
25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.
26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.
27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?
28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?
29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.
30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
Not all who claim Christ belong to Him. But, all who belong to Him will never be taken from Him. Additionally, not all who are genuine believers will follow Christ in discipleship and live lives that are pleasing to Him.
II.
The Test of Vessels
A.
The Test of “Knowing”

1.
Christ knows those who are His.

2 Timothy 2:19
Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
2.
Believers know that they are Christ’s.

2 Corinthians 13:5
Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
B.
The Test of “Growing”

1 Peter 2:2
As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
C.
The Test of “Showing”

Matthew 5:16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Note: There is, I am convinced, such a thing as a carnal Christian.

1 Corinthians 3:1–3
1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.
2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
Notice, Paul calls them “babes in Christ.” They should have been long past this point in their Christian life. They certainly were not demonstrating themselves to be “vessels of honor” to God!

III.
The Task of Vessels
A.
Study the right Word

2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
I realize that this is a pastoral epistle that Paul is writing to Timothy, the senior pastor at the church at Ephesus. However, these are truths for us all.

B.
Shun the wrong word
2 Timothy 2:16–18
16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.
17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;
18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.
The word shun means “to turn oneself around to avoid something.”
Hymenaeus is mentioned twice, Philetus once.
1 Timothy 1:18–20
18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;
19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck:
20 Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.
C.
Flee

2 Timothy 2:22a 
Flee also youthful lusts
Quote: “In contending with certain sins there remains no mode of victory but by flight.”—Charles Spurgeon
“The wings of a dove may be of more use to me today than the jaws of a lion.”—Charles Spurgeon
2 Timothy 2:23
But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.
D.
Follow

2 Timothy 2:22b
But follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
1.
Righteousness evidences itself manward. It is simply doing right.

2.
Faith is Godward. It has to do with my trust in God, His Word, and His ways.

3.
Charity is outward. It reaches out, even as God does in reaching out from Heaven to a lost world.

4.
Peace is inward. It means that the war is over. We’ve surrendered and God reigns supreme.

Conclusion: There are two types of vessels—those of honor and those of dishonor. The choice is really up to you.

2 Timothy 2:21
If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.
God has given me the necessary resources needed to be a clean vessel, fit for His use. 
We’ve seen:

The type of vessels—which are you?
The test of vessels—they will be evaluated and discovered.
The task of vessels

What type of vessel are you?


