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Series: I Will Honor God

Text: Genesis 2:16–17
Title: A Weightless Word

Introduction: In our last sermon we covered, for the most part, how to honor. We said that honor means “to give weight, to ascribe value, and to understand consequence.”
Today, we want to look, primarily, not just at how to honor, but what to honor.

Illustration: Remember the old foreign films when a person’s lips didn’t match up with his voice. This becomes the illustration of the Christian who says that they believe God, but there is no reflection of it in their life. They don’t really believe God.

When we truly believe God, our lives and our lips begin to align. Man’s history begins with a struggle regarding the Word of God. Listen to the Words of God in Genesis 2:16–17, “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
Question: Did Adam and Eve believe in God? Yes, they believed in Him, but they did not always believe Him.

Now, what is it that man did with the Words of God?

Genesis 3:1–6 
1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:
3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
Both Adam and Eve gave more weight to their own conclusions than they did to the very clear instruction of God. They honored themselves above the honor of God.

What happens when God’s Word has no weight in our lives?
How do we view a “weightless word”?

1.
We View It as Negotiable
Genesis 3:1b
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
God left no room with Adam and Eve for negotiation.

2.
We View It as Inconsequential
Genesis 3:4a
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.
God detailed the consequence with no uncertainty.

3.
We View God as Withholding Something Good from Us
Genesis 3:5
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
The problem is that they began to believe God was withholding something good.

4.
We View It as One of Two Paths and Reason That Our Path May Ultimately Be Better Than God’s
Genesis 3:6
And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
The problem, plainly stated, is unbelief. In a sense, we could say that sin is always “birthed” in unbelief.

Note:

A belief is what you accept to be true.

Unbelief is rejecting what God says is true.

Non-belief is non-existent (everybody believes something).

5.
We Reap the Consequences of Placing Greater Weight on Our Own Reasoning Than We Do the Word of God
Genesis 3:7
And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons
The problem results in pain brought on by our own refusal to trust Him.

Transition: When we give no “weight” to the Word of God, we are, in essence, glorifying ourselves and robbing God of the glory that belongs to Him.

Romans 1:21
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Notice what we do with truth when we disregard God’s Word:

Romans 1:25a
Who changed the truth of God into a lie
This means that they “traded” truth for their own thinking. Their own reasoning had greater weight than God’s. This must change.

James 1:22
But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
How do we view a “weighty word”?

Isaiah 55:7–9
7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

