Text: Micah 1:1-8
Title: It Is up to You

Introduction: God sent Micah, along with many other prophets, to tell Israel that He was about to pour His wrath on them. He had judged them for their sin and was going to allow them to be invaded by a nation more vile than they were.

Why? Because they had forsaken Him and were worshiping false gods. This led them to be unjust, unmerciful, and proud. In this condition, they were no longer the witness He had created them to be. They had a choice before them: change or be destroyed. They did not believe the message and were destroyed.

Micah 6:1-9

1 Hear ye now what the LORD saith; Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice.
2 Hear ye, O mountains, the LORD'S controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel.

3 O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me.

4 For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

5 O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of the LORD.

6 Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?

7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?

9 The LORD'S voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it.

All the prophets said the same thing: you can have God’s blessing if you will do right, or you can have His judgment if you do wrong. It is up to you.

God wants to bless you as an individual, but you have to make the choice. God wants to bless your family, but you make that choice. God wants to bless His church, but we make that choice. God wants to bless our nation, but we make the choice.

In Micah’s day, the children of Israel asked sarcastically, “What does God want from me?” and God answered.

I.
Do Justly—Treat People Right

A. Your spouse 
1. Husbands love your wife

2. Wives submit
B. Your children
1. Love them

2. Discipline them
C. Your parents—respect them
D. Your neighbors— treat them kindly and with respect
E. Your authorities —respect and obey them
F. The poor—be kind and helpful
II. 
Love mercy

Mercy is not getting what I deserve.
A. Remember your salvation was by mercy.
Titus 3:5
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
B. Do not despise God’s mercy.
Romans 2:1-4
1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

C. Thank God for His mercy to you.
D. Be merciful to others, and God will be merciful to you.
James 2:13-17
13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment. 

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 

16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
III.
Walk Humbly With Your God
A. Do what His Word says.
James 1:22
But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
B. Do not try to figure out how His Word does not apply to you.
Proverbs 3:5
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
C. The wise man hears.
Proverbs 1:5
A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: 
D. The wise man does.
Matthew 7:24-27

24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 

27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 
E. What does He tell us to do?
1. Pray
Luke 11:13

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?
2. Study His Word.
2 Timothy 2:15
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
3. Go to church.
Hebrews 10:24-25

24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
a. Care for others
b. Get fed the Word
4. Bring others to church–reach lost souls.

Luke 14:23
And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 
5. Give 
Luke 6:38
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 
Conclusion: Acquiring God’s blessing is not difficult. He makes it easy.
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It is Up to YOU!

