Series: Grace for the Pace

Title: A Rewarding Grace

Text: Acts 4:32-37


Text: Acts 4:32-37

Title: A Rewarding Grace

Introduction: 
Perhaps no church in human history ever experienced the full blessings and rewards as the church at Jerusalem.

Acts 2:4
4 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

Verse 33 – “great grace was upon them…”
Note – Great grace was upon them all. Grace is a disposition created by the Holy Spirit. You cannot duplicate it in the flesh. This was God.
God’s grace rewards our lives in many different ways.
How was the church at Jerusalem rewarded?

I. 
Gracious in Their Spirit – verse 32
A. They were of one faith. –verse 32a
1. They had faith in Christ.

Note – Them that believed….
Acts 4:10-12
10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.
11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

2. They had fellowship in Christ.

Acts 2:42

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

Note – They continued steadfastly in …

· Doctrine – is the glue that holds the local church together.

· Fellowship – only follows doctrine.  
Amos 3:3

“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”

· Communion – is a picture of the fellowship and unity the local church has through Christ’s sacrificial death, which He has commanded us to remember. 

B. They were of one heart.
1. They were one in Christ.

John 17:11

11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.
Quote – “Unity without truth is hazardous.” –  Spurgeon
Our Lord's Prayer in John 17 must be read in its full context. Look at verse 17: "Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth."
2. They were one for Christ.
Acts 2:9-11
9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in

Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,
10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,
11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.
Note – From Persia to Northern Africa and throughout the Mediterranean region….

C. They were of one soul. – “the seat of emotions”

Note – This is not a worldly euphoria – this is the grace of the Holy Spirit.
Note – “One heart” – This expression denotes "tender union."

They were in a state of the most perfect friendship and affection. In all the 5000 there appeared to be but one heart and one soul; so perfectly did they agree in all their views, religious opinions, and holy affections.

Note – This type of unity can only be produced by the Holy Spirit.  Oneness and unity in the local church will only happen when you have Spirit filled Christians and Spirit filled leadership.

II.
Generous in Their Stewardship – verses 32b

A. The believers were unselfish. – verse 32b
Romans 15:26-27 
For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.

Note – In the New Testament, giving is referred to as a “grace.”
2 Corinthians 8:7-9

7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.

8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.

9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

Quote – In the Old Testament, giving was by percentage, in the New Testament giving is by proportion.

Ill – A little child in church for the first time watched as the ushers passed the offering plates. When they neared the pew where he sat, the youngster piped up and said, “Don’t pay for me daddy. I’m under five.”

B. The believers were sacrificial. – verse 34
Note – This practice of giving was not the norm later…
Romans 15:26

 26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.
1 Timothy 6:17-18

17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;
18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;
Note – You see, the essence of Christianity is giving. 
John 3:16
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Ill – Grandmother Brennan – “I love you”

So, whether it was the lad with the loaves and fishes, or the widow and her mites, God’s people throughout the ages have been generous people.
Note – In most churches 20% of the people do 80% of giving.
Ill – Audited financials presented this week….Thank God for the grace that has moved in our church
III.
Great in Their Soulwinning – verse 33


Proverbs 11:30

30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

A. Powerful witness
1. Power in the messengers
Acts 1:8

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
Thessalonians 1:5

5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

2. Power in the message

Romans 1:16
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

B. Proven witness
1. 
Proven by the Resurrection 


1 Corinthians 15:3-8
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:


6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.

Ill – The father of a Jewish cadet at the Air Force Academy has demanded an investigation. They are offended by the witness of Christian cadets.

Acts 4:31


31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

2. 
Proven by changed lives
Note – The love and generosity of the early church could only be attributed to the grace of God.
Conclusion:
God’s grace always keeps us going forward.
God grows us in His grace so that we can more effectively serve in His field.  
I. Gracious in Their Spirit

II. Generous in Their Stewardship

III. Great in Their Soulwinning 
2 Peter 3:18

But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. 

Ill – FedEx ran a commercial in which a FedEx worker’s company plane went down and left him stranded on a desert island for years. Looking bedraggled, the FedEx employee goes up to the door of a suburban home with a package in hand. 

When the lady comes to the door, he explains that he survived five years on a deserted island, and during that whole time he kept this package in order to deliver it to her. She gives a simple, "Thank you." 

But he is curious about what is in the package that he has been protecting for years. He says, "If I may ask, what was in that package after all?" 

She opens it and shows him the contents, saying, "Oh, nothing really, just a satellite telephone, a global positioning device, a compass, a water purifier, and some seeds."

Like the contents in this package, the resources for growth and strength are available for every Christian who will take advantage of them.
God’s grace is available to reward you.
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