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Introduction: 
Every Christian comes to points in their Christian lives where there is a need for revival in their heart.
Psalm 85:6

6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?
“Revival is the church falling in love with Jesus all over again.” – Vance Havner
Ill – A little boy got up at 8:00 and was covered from head to toe in dirt. His mom said, “How did you get so dirty so early in the morning?” He said, “Oh that’s easy. I went to bed that way!”
Just how amazing is God’s grace?

I. 
The Conflicts with Revival – verses 1-3

James 3:14-16

14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.

15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

Those who trust Christ receive the Holy Spirit within and have a new nature. Still, they will battle these enemies.

A. Conflict with strife – verses 1 and 2b
Psalm 133:1
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in

unity!

1. 
Fighting in the flesh

Note – “Fightings among you” indicates that these combative relationships were between members of the churches.
Polemos is the word we get “wars” from.  This is where we get the English word, “polemic,” which is defined by Webster as: 1. of or involving dispute; controversial. 2. argumentive.
2. Not walking in the Spirit – verse 5

Galatians 5:16-18
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

B. Conflict with selfishness – verse 2
2 Peter 2:10

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities while they feast with you;

Note – They are driven by desires over which they lose control and which eventually come to control them.

Note – This selfishness is described in the words “lust” and “desire.”
1. The process of selfishness – verse 2
Note – “desire to have” – zhlow zeloo – to burn with zeal
“Marital conflicts, family conflicts, job conflicts, national conflicts – all these are the result of unsatisfied personal lust and envying.”
Note - The word “lusts” does not necessarily mean sensual passions. It simply means desires. 
2. The product of selfishness
Note – We are never satisfied.

Ye lust – and have not – ye kill – ye desire to have – you cannot obtain – ye fight and war – yet ye have not – because ye ask not. Our lusts are never satisfied, they always want more.  
· We can kill relationships.
· We can kill opportunities to serve others.
· We can kill the Lord’s work. We become complacent to spiritual things because our focus is on feeding our fleshly desires.  The two are contrary – the flesh and the spirit.
Ill – Attending church or a revival meeting…
Note – Many Christians will try to draw others to their own ineffective lifestyle.
2 Peter 2:17-21

17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.
Ill – A lady asked Billy Sunday, “Why do you keep having revivals when they don’t last?” He asked her, “Why do you keep taking baths?”
II.
The Competition for Revival – verses 3-5

A. Misplaced prayer
Note – Asking amiss – verse 3
Note – “amiss” – kakwv, kakos – miserable, bad or evil, thinking; asking with a wrong motive.
Note – They don’t stop to pray about their desires; and, when they do pray, they pray selfishly that they might enlarge their pleasures, not glorify God. 
Ill – A 7-year-old girl had just won $2.00 for her memory work in Sunday school. After the morning service, the pastor’s wife congratulated her. The girl proudly announced, “And I put it all in the morning’s offering!” “My, how wonderful!” the pastor’s wife exclaimed. “I’m sure God will be pleased.” “Yes,” the child replied. “Now maybe God will let me do some of the things I want to do!”
1 John 2:15-16
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

B. Misplaced values

Note – James uses the terms “adulterers” and “adulteresses” in a metaphoric way. 
· In the Old Testament, because God was in a binding covenant relationship with Israel, similar to marriage, when Israel fell into idolatry, God referred to it as adultery.  This would be spiritual unfaithfulness on Israel’s part when they went after idols.
· With the church and Jesus Christ, there is a marital relationship used metaphorically to show the separated position we have in Jesus Christ who purchased His bride, the church through His shed blood.

1 Peter 1:18-19

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

Ill – Jewish betrothal period – This became a legally binding contract of marriage. The bridegroom spent the time in that separation building a room off of his father’s house for his bride.  When the groom’s father felt it was ready, he then would give his son permission to go fetch his bride.  

In 1 Peter 1:18-20 we see the purchasing of the bride through the shed blood of Jesus on Calvary.  
Note – Right now, the church is in the betrothal period. Jesus is in heaven preparing a place for each of us (John 14:1-3).  We are here on earth, separating ourselves unto Christ and from the world.
2 Corinthians 11:1-3

1Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me.

2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Note – While we are apart from Christ, the world may woo us away from Christ, and we commit spiritual adultery 
Colossians 2:8
8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 

C. Misplaced friendship – verse 4c

Note – Therefore, if we are still friendly with the world then we are enemies of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Note – “world” – kosmos – which is not related to the physical earth, but to the world’s spiritual reality of the man-centered system of this present age.  This is why James says that to befriend the world is to become God’s enemy.

III.
The Commencement of Revival – verses 6-7 
A. Revival begins with a contrite heart. – verse 6

Ill – Fire – Trying to get the bull out
Note – When the believer humbles himself before the Lord, then He will work in us and through us. He will extend His grace to us.
Psalm 51:10
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
James 4:10
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

“Prayer will make a man cease from sin, or sin will entice a man to cease from prayer.”
B. Revival develops a conformed heart.  – verse 7a
1.
A humble heart submits to God’s leading.
· It takes humility to submit. Unless we are willing to humble ourselves under the Lord, we will not be submissive. 
· “Submit”– upotassw, hupotasso – to arrange under, to subordinate; to subject, put in subjection; to subject one’s self, obey. 

· A Greek military term meaning “to arrange in a military fashion under the command of a leader.” In non-military use, it was “a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden.”
2.
A humble heart resists the Devil.
Note – “resist” – anyisthmi, anthistemi – to set one’s self against, to withstand, resist, oppose, to set against. 
Once we are in submission to God, we are under a higher authority and power than Satan or any of his demons possess.  Therefore, by God’s power and authority, we are able to resist, withstand, and oppose the Devil.
Conclusion: 
“Revival is the people of God living in the power of an ungrieved, unquenched Spirit.”  

James A. Stewart
Note – The lost must humbly receive Christ.
Revelation 3:19-20

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

Ill – “I’ll never be happy. I believe I’ll die alone. I would want it that way. I’ve been a loner all my life with my secrets and my pain. I’m really lost, but I’m trying to find myself. I just want to escape. I’m really embarrassed with myself and my life. I want to be a missionary. I think I could do that while keeping my dignity.... I’m not going to be a Jesus freak. But that’s what I’m going to give my life to. I love Jesus and I believe in Jesus, too – and I’m a Muslim. Listen, I got a rabbi, I got a priest, I got a reverend – I got ‘em all.”
- Mike Tyson, in USA Today, June 2, 2005
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