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Introduction: 
The book of Titus is a pastoral epistle written to Titus, whose primary ministry was on the island of Crete.
The grace of God was an abused doctrine in Crete, so Paul paused to give his admonitions a doctrinal foundation. There are some who would turn grace into license, teaching that Christians can live in sin since they are no longer under the Law. Of course, the believer is not under the Law but under grace, but grace brings an even greater responsibility. 
Note – We know that grace frees us from the bondage of false religion and sin.
Grace also takes on a new facet in the Christian’s life – restraining us from the things of the world.  This morning let us see the three lessons restraining grace teaches us.
I. The Gift of Grace – verses 11, 14
A. Grace brings salvation. – verse 11a
1. Salvation is through Christ. – verse 14a




1 Peter 2:24

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.



2.
Redemption is accompanied by salvation. – verse 14b



Romans 3:24

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
B. Grace bought our salvation.


1.
It is for all men. – verse 11




Note – The Bible says “whosoever” may come.




John 3:15-16

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.




John 4:13-14

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.



2. 
It is free for all men.



Romans 6:23

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

II. The Guidance of Grace – verse 12

Note – God’s grace teaches us. Grace does not become dormant after salvation but is actively teaching us how to live a life of faith.
Note – “teaching” – paideuw, paideuo – 1) to train children; to cause one to

learn 2) to chastise, to chastise or castigate with words, to correct

Quote – “God's grace not only redeems us, but it also reforms us and rewards

us.” – Wiersbe 

A. Guidance away from ungodliness – verse 12a


1.
Deny ungodliness.
Ill – I've learned that if you give a pig and a boy everything they want, you'll get a good pig and a bad boy.  

Note – Denying – “not to accept, to reject, to refuse something offered.”   God’s grace refutes the world’s lifestyle. 
Note – Ungodliness – “want of reverence towards God, impiety.” “Ungodliness” is not only irreverence, but a lack of total recognition of God’s presence.  It is “to ignore His influence, existence, or expectation.”  
Christians can live an ungodly lifestyle in ignoring God’s words, ways, and will in their lives.  
Ill – I went to the doctor for a check up.  As I sat down with the doctor, he told me his area of expertise was early detection.  He said, “Even as you, a pastor, can sense how someone in your congregation is doing, I can tell through these tests if there is any area of concern.”
Each of us must allow the Holy Spirit to help us with “early detection.”


2. 
Deny worldly lusts.
Note – “worldly lusts” – desire, craving, longing, desire for what is forbidden; of or belonging to the world; worldly, i.e. having the character of this present corrupt age.  

Note – God did not work in His grace to turn around and by His grace say, “You may live in a way that is similar to or the same as you lived before salvation.”
Galatians 5:13

13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.

Romans 5:20-6:2

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?

2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

Note – We are disciplined by grace. Believers who honestly understand the grace of God will not want to live in sin. They will turn from ungodliness and worldly lusts.
B. Guidance toward a Sanctified Life – verse 12b



1.
We should live soberly.

Note – “soberly” – with sound mind, soberly, temperately, discreetly.  
Grace will temper our living in this world. 



2. 
We should live righteously.
Note – “righteously” – just, agreeably to right; properly, as is right; uprightly. 
The Christian life is a life of living uprightly and doing right. This should be the desire produced through salvation.


3. 
We should live godly.
Note – “godly” – living with the consciousness of His constant presence so that it produces in us a Christ-likeness.


   
1 Thessalonians 1:9

9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;

Ill – Elizabeth Elliot tells of two adventurers who stopped by to see her, all loaded with equipment for the rain forest east of the Andes. They sought no advice, just a few phrases to converse with the Indians. She writes: "Sometimes we come to God as the two adventurers came to me – confident, and, we think, well-informed and well equipped. But has it occurred to us that with all our accumulation of stuff, something is missing?”
She suggests that we often ask God for too little. We know what we need – a “yes” or “no” answer to a simple question, or perhaps a road sign – something that is quick and easy to point the way. What we really ought to have is the Guide himself. Maps, road signs, a few useful phrases are things, but infinitely better is someone who has been there before and who knows the way.

III. The Goodness of Grace – verse 13
A. We have an expectation of Christ. – verse 13a


1. 
It is an anticipated time.
Note – “looking for” – to receive one (coming from some place); to accept (not to reject) a thing offered; to expect: the fulfillment of promises.
Ill – While on a South Pole expedition, British explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton left a few men on Elephant Island, promising that he would return. Later, when he tried to go back, huge icebergs blocked the way. But suddenly, as if by a miracle, an avenue opened in the ice and Shackleton was able to get through. His men, ready and waiting, quickly scrambled aboard. No sooner had the ship cleared the island than the ice crashed together behind them. Contemplating their narrow escape, the explorer said to his men, "It was fortunate you were all packed and ready to go!" They replied, "We never gave up hope. Whenever the sea was clear of ice, we rolled up our sleeping bags and reminded each other, 'The boss may come today.'" 

2. It is a happy time.

Note – “blessed hope” – joyful and confident expectation of eternal salvation; on hope, in hope
1 Thessalonians 1:10

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.

1 John 3:1-3
3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

Note – There is no greater incentive for Christian living than the second coming of Jesus Christ. 


Ill – After church, where she had been taught about the Second Coming, a little girl was quizzing her mother.  

“Mommy, do you believe Jesus will come back?”
“Yes.”
“Could it be today?”
“Yes.”
“In a few minutes?”
“Yes, dear.”
“Mommy, would you comb my hair?”
B. We will see the exaltation of Christ. – verse 13b
1.
A glorious appearing

A “glorious appearing” – Greek – doxa – this has a variety of meanings, but all point to the Excellency of Christ.


      Note – “glorious” – splendor, brightness 
2. 
A personal appearing 




a. Our Saviour



b. Jesus Christ

Note – This passage leaves no doubt that the God who will gloriously appear one day is none other than Jesus Christ – Lord and God.




John 20:28

28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.

Conclusion:

Grace will save you, and grace will restrain you and guide you.
God’s grace will encourage you with the fact that Jesus is coming again.
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