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Introduction:  
At the moment of our salvation, we receive the Holy Spirit into our lives. Instantly, His influence and power are available to every Christian. Yet, in today’s busy pace, it is not uncommon to revert back to fleshly patterns of decision making.
Galatians 5:16-17

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

Ill – The Apostle Paul struggled with this scenario.
Romans 7:14-15
14 For we know that the law is spiritual:  but I am carnal, sold under sin.

15 For that which I do I allow not:  for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.

Ill – Dieting is an example of this kind of struggle.
Rules for Dieting:
· If no one sees you eat it, it has no calories.

· If you drink a diet soda with a candy bar, they cancel each other out.

· When eating with someone else, calories don’t count if you both eat the same thing.

· Food used for medicinal purposes NEVER counts, such as hot chocolate, toast, and Sara Lee cheesecake.

· If you fatten up everyone else around you, you look thinner.

· Athletic event foods don’t count because they are simply part of the entertainment experience and not a part of one’s personal fuel, such as Milk Duds, popcorn with butter, and Junior Mints.

· Enjoy your diet!!!

Another man who struggled with his strong will was Peter.  Even as Jesus experienced the cruel questioning of Caiphus and Pilate, Peter was warming himself at the enemy’s fire.
I. The Relapse of Peter

Note – Peter had begun a life of faith and following Jesus, yet he often slipped back.
A. He was proud.
Note – Peter was self sufficient.
Quote – Pride is the only disease that makes everyone sick but the one who has it.
1. Peter thought he was stronger than others.
Proverbs 16:18

18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.

John 13:36-38

36 Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou?  Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards.

37 Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now?  I will lay down my life for thy sake.

38 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for me sake?  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.

Note – Pride always gives us too high of an opinion of self.
Ill – Not long ago, there was a CEO of a Fortune 500 company who pulled into a service station to get gas.  He went inside to pay, and when he came out he noticed his wife engaged in a deep discussion with the service station attendant.  It turned out that she knew him.  In fact, back in high school before she met her eventual husband, she used to date this man.

The CEO got in the car, and the two drove in silence.  He was feeling pretty good about himself when he finally spoke:  “I bet I know what you were thinking. I bet you were thinking you’re glad you married me, a Fortune 500 CEO, and not him, a service station attendant.”

“No, I was thinking if I’d married him, he’d be a Fortune 500 CEO and you’d be a service station attendant.”
2. Peter underestimated the persistency of Satan.
Luke 22:31-34

31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not:  and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.

34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.
Note – We must not rely on our power, but on His Power!
Romans 8:12-13

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:  but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

B. He was prayerless.
Matthew 26:34-36

34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.

35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.  Likewise also said all the disciples.

36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder.

Matthew 26:39-41

39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:  nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?

41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Note – Often when Christians think they are strong, they will take a flippant attitude toward church attendance or prayer.
C. He was pretending.
Luke 22:54-62

54 Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high priest’s house.  And Peter followed afar off.

55 And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among them.

56 But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him.

57 And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not.

58 And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of them.  And Peter said, Man, I am not.

59 And about the space of one hour after another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him:  for he is a Galilean.

60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest.  And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.

61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.  And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.

62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 

Note – Be careful when you start to follow “afar off.”
Ill – Years ago, evangelist Billy Sunday wrote a pastor and asked him to send a list of people in the city whom he might pray for in preparation for the upcoming revival…the pastor sent him the city phone book.
II. The Restoration of Peter
Note – After the death of Jesus, Peter had returned to his fishing trade.  He was obviously very weak and despondent.
Quote – “You can choose to sin, but you cannot choose your consequences.”
John 21:3
3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing.  They say unto him, We also go with thee.  They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

Note – God’s restoring grace – He comes to us!
A. Jesus came to him.
Note – Jesus told the woman at the tomb, “Tell my disciples and Peter.”
John 21:12-19

12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And one of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? Knowing that it was the Lord.

13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

14 This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?  He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

16 He said to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?  He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?  Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me?  And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

Note – Jesus in His mercy came to him….

Ill – Woman who became pregnant in Korea.  American soldier returned to states, and never knew of baby.

She tried to raise her little girl as best she could.  For seven years she tried to do that, until the rejection was too much.  She did something that probably nobody in this room could imagine ever doing.  She abandoned her little girl to the streets.

This little girl was ruthlessly taunted by people.  They called her the ugliest word in the Korean language, tooki, alien devil.  It didn’t take long for this little girl to draw conclusions about herself based on the way people treated her.

For two years she lived in the streets, until finally she made her way to an orphanage.  One day, word came that a couple from America was going to adopt a little boy.  All the children in the orphanage got excited, because at least one little boy was going to have hope.

The next day the couple came, and this is what the girl recalled:  “It was like Goliath had come back to life.  I saw the man with his huge hands lift up each and every baby.  I knew he loved every one of them as if they were his own.  I saw tears running down his face, and I knew if they could, they would have taken the whole lot home with them.

“He saw me out of the corner of his eye.  Now let me tell you.  I was nine years old, but I didn’t even weigh 30 pounds.  I was a scrawny thing.  I had worms in my body.  I had lice in my hair.  I had boils all over me.  I was full of scars.  I was not a pretty sight.  But the man came over to me, and he began rattling away something in English, and I looked up at him.  Then he took this huge hand and laid it on my face.  What was he saying?  He said, “I want this child.  This is the child for me.”

Ill – Love

Ill – Offer $20.00 to whoever will take it.  Clean or crumpled, the value is the same!

B. The Holy Spirit empowered him.
John 14:16-17

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:  but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

Acts 1:8

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:  and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

III. The Response of Peter
Note – Peter is now renewed to service and usefulness.
A. Peter preaches the truth of Christ.
Note – Imagine the excitement regarding the preaching at Pentecost.
Ill – A man went to see his doctor for advice about being cured of snoring.  The doctor asked, “Does your snoring disturb your wife?”

The patient replied, “Does it disturb my wife?  Why it disturbs the entire congregation.”

Acts 2:38-41

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

B. Peter proclaims the work of Christ.
Acts 4:8-13
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the important man, by what means he is made whole; 

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.

12 Neither is there salvation in any other:  for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Note – Peter was an ordinary man filled with an extraordinary God!
Conclusion:

Perhaps you have had a relapse.  Let Jesus restore and renew you.  God offers restoring grace.

“There is more grace in God’s heart than there is sin in your past.”  
Perhaps you let disappointment or bitterness take advantage of you…

