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Introduction: 
God has designed the Christian life to go from grace to grace.
John 1:16

16 And of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace.

Peter's theme has been grace (5:12), so he closes by reminding the saints that their God is the God of all grace! The Christian life begins with saving grace (Ephesians 2:8-10). 
· The Christian faith continues with serving grace (1 Corinthians 15:9-10), then sanctifying grace (Romans 5:17; 6:17). 
· God also gives sacrificing grace (2 Corinthians 8:1-9).
· God gives singing grace (Colossians 3:16).
· God gives speaking grace (Colossians 4:6).
Today we will see that in times of suffering God wants to give us a resting, strengthening grace.
Ill – A lady was having a sleepless night, “…an evening cup of coffee, my husband's abnormally loud snoring, and details about an upcoming trip were keeping me hopelessly awake. Even after I slipped into the guest bedroom, I still had trouble. Finally, at 3:15 a.m., I crawled back into my own bed, next to a now half-awake husband. ‘Honey, I can't sleep,’ I whispered. ‘I start to drift off and even dream, but then I wake up with a jerk.’ ‘Wait a minute,’ my husband said, now fully awake. ‘I am not a jerk!’"

Ill – The amount of sleep required by the average person is about one hour more.
I. Grace for Suffering

A. Satanic opposition – verse 8


Satan promises the best, but pays with the worst; 


he promises honor and pays with disgrace; 


he promises pleasure and pays with pain; 


he promises profit and pays with loss; 


he promises life and pays with death. 



James 4:7

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.


2 Corinthians 12:7-9

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.



8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

B. Personal afflictions – verse 9
1 Corinthians 10:13

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.



1 Peter 1:6-7

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

Ill – While Corrie ten Boom was living in a German concentration camp, her entire body became infested with lice, making a bad situation worse. She was complaining about it one day, and her sister reminded her of the Bible verse that says, "In everything give thanks," and she challenged Corrie to give thanks for the lice. Corrie's response was, "How can I give thanks to God for lice?" But she made a choice to offer thanks for the lice anyway. Later, she found out that the lice had actually protected her from the assaults of the German soldiers.
II. Grace for Strengthening – verse 10b
A. The completion of our faith
In The Last Days Newsletter, Leonard Ravenhill tells about a group of tourists visiting a picturesque village who walked by an old man sitting beside a fence. In a rather patronizing way, one tourist asked, "Were any great men born in this village?" The old man replied, "Nope, only babies."

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17


16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,

17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.

B. The establishment of our faith

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17


16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,

17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.


Ill – Not knowing how to pay $1,200.00 building payment….
C. The strengthening of our faith

1. He has power to strengthen us.
2. He has a purpose in strengthening us.

Philippians 4:13


13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.


Luke 22:32

32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

III. Grace for Settling – verse 10c
A. Settled on a foundation

1. God’s Word is our foundation.
Ill – Building programs….

Ill – The Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy is going to fall. Scientists travel yearly to measure the building's slow descent. They report that the 179-foot tower moves about one-twentieth of an inch a year, and is now 17 feet out of plumb. They further estimate that eventually, the 810-year old tower will have leaned too far and will collapse onto the nearby restaurant, where scientists now gather to discuss their 
findings. Quite significantly, the word "pisa" means "marshy land," which gives some clue as to why the tower began to lean even before it was completed. Also, its foundation is only ten feet deep! 

2. God’s Word is our stabilization.
Ephesians 4:11-15

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ:
Ill – Song – “The Wise Man Built His House upon a Rock”
B. Settled in a Person



1 Corinthians 3:11

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Ill – John Brown was the only Baptist to move into a large Catholic neighborhood. On the first Friday of Lent, John was outside grilling a big juicy steak on his grill. Meanwhile, all of his neighbors were eating cold tuna fish for supper. This went on each Friday of Lent. On the last Friday of Lent, the neighborhood men got together and decided that something had to be done about John, he was tempting them to eat meat each Friday of Lent, and they couldn't take it anymore. They decided to try and convert John to be a Catholic. They went over and talked to him and were so happy that he decided to join their tradition. They took him to Church, and the Priest sprinkled some water over him, and said, "You were born a Baptist, you were raised a Baptist, and now you are a Catholic.” The men were so relieved, now their biggest Lent temptation was resolved. The next year's Lent season rolled around. The first Friday of Lent came, and just at supper time, when the neighborhood was setting down to their tuna fish dinner, came the wafting smell of steak cooking 
on a grill. The neighborhood men could not believe their noses! What was going on?  They called each other up and decided to meet over in John's yard to see if he had forgotten it was the first Friday of Lent? The group arrived just in time to see John standing over his grill with a small pitcher of water. He was sprinkling some water over his steak on the grill, saying, "You were born a cow, you were raised a cow, and now you are a fish."


Ill – Song – “On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand”

Matthew 16:17-18

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Note – Thou art petros, a little rock and upon Petra, the Big Rock…..


1 Corinthians 10:4

4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

Conclusion:

 Are you settled and resting in Christ?
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