Series: Grace for the Pace

Title: A Replenishing Grace

Text: 2 Timothy 2:1-3


Text: 2 Timothy 2:1-3
Title: God’s Replenishing Grace

Introduction: 
A little boy saw a commercial for a particular detergent and went to buy some so he could give his cat a bath.  The grocer said, "That's too strong for the cat, it could kill it."  The little boy bought the soap anyway. A few days later, the boy came through the store, and the grocer said, "How's your cat?" The boy said, "He died." The grocer replied, "I told you." The boy stated, "Oh it wasn't the soap that got him, it was the spin cycle." 

Note – Have you ever had a time in your life when you felt like you were stuck in the “spin cycle?”
· The local church is the family of God meeting together for fellowship, worship, and service. It is a place to grow in grace.
· Timothy was a son in the faith. Paul was preparing him for battle.
· His need was to grow in grace.
I. His Grace Replenishes Our Strength

A. Strength for service
Note – Often in the busyness of this life, service for God is the first thing that is cut!
Note – “Be strong” means “to be enabled.”
2 Timothy 2:1-3
2:1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2 And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Note – Be strong in God’s grace – his need was to grow in grace.

Grace is an all-inclusive word for the power and gifts of the Spirit.

Hebrews 12:28
28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:
Note – “Endure hardness” means “To suffer evils”

James 5:10
10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

B. Strength for suffering

1.
When we are fearful


2 Timothy 1:7

7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.



Ill – Worry pulls tomorrow's cloud over today's sunshine.
Ill – I have seen many Christians facing unbelievable circumstances with a strength that is only from God.
Definition – The word dunamis means “strength, ability, power from the Holy Spirit.”

Ill – We took our family on Thanksgiving Day to visit someone in the hospital. We sang and read Scripture. Then he began to tell us how good God is!


2. 
When we are weary


2 Corinthians 4:16


16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.


Note – We are replenished by grace.
Ill – A Father and son were shopping. The son carried a basket, and the father placed many items in it. A lady said, “That’s a pretty heavy load for a young fellow like you isn’t it?” The boy replied, “Don’t worry, my dad knows how much I can carry.”
II. His Grace Replenishes Our Spirit
Note – How’s your spirit?
Note – Sometimes Christians who feel they have been burned can exemplify it in their spirit.
A. From doubt to faith
Note – Philemon had lost faith in Onesimus.

Note – Is there someone in whom you have lost faith?
Philemon 18-19
18 If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account;
19 I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides.
Philemon 25
25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.
2 Timothy 4:22
22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.

Quote – The beginning of anxiety is the end of faith, and the beginning of true faith is the end of anxiety. – George Muller.

B. From discouragement to hope
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,

17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.

· In sickness
· In family break up – Nothing bothers me like seeing the anguish in a child’s heart when a home is breaking.
III. His Grace Replenishes Our Supply
A. God supplies forgiveness by His grace.
Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

"The forgiveness Christ offers allows God's righteous demands to be met.  He is righteous in forgiving us because a price has been paid."
Not far from New York City there is a cemetery where there is a grave which has inscribed upon its headstone just one word – “Forgiven.”  There is no name, no date of birth or death.  The stone is undecorated by the sculptor’s art.  There is no epitaph, no eulogy – just one word – “Forgiven.”  But that is the greatest thing that can be said of any man or written on his grave.
Ill – A little boy stood outside Buckingham Palace. He wanted to see the king. The guards rebuked him. As tears rolled down his face, a man came by and said, “What’s wrong?” The man took him by the hand and took him in to the throne room. He had taken the hand of the Prince of Whales.


B. God supplies help by His grace.
Sometimes the Lord calms the storm. Sometimes He lets the storm rage and calms his child.
Hebrews 4:15-16

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Grace is that by which the soul is supported after it has received this mercy and by which it is purified from all unrighteousness and upheld in all trials and difficulties and enabled to prove faithful unto death.
Note – He supplies all of our needs.
Note – God does not always remove the trials and struggles of life.
Ill – I once heard the story of a boy who had the cocoon of a moth in a box in his room. When the moth began to break out of the cocoon, the boy noticed how the moth struggled. In an effort to help, he reached down and widened the opening of the cocoon. But, as the boy watched, he noticed that the wings remained shriveled. Something was wrong. The boy had not realized the struggle was necessary for the moths muscle system to develop. In his attempt to relieve the struggle, the boy had crippled the future of the creature. Trials are necessary for growth.
Conclusion:
· His Grace Replenishes Our Strength
· His Grace Replenishes Our Spirit

· His Grace Replenishes Our Supply
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