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Introduction: 
Ill – A lady said to her daughter, when pastor visited, “Honey, go get the book mommy loves so much.” Her daughter came back with Sears and Roebuck catalog.
The Cross and the empty tomb are constant reminders of God’s Grace.
God’s righteous demand for sin had been met, and now the proof of Christ’s deity had been seen, but his disciples were hurting.
Hebrews 4:15-16

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Most of the disciples were filled with pain and pessimism and seemed to be without purpose.  They needed renewing grace.
I. Renewed from Pain 
Mary Magdalene – Mark 16:9
A. Through salvation in Christ
Note – Mary had a dark and demonic past.
Luke 8:2

2 And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils…
Ill – boy with trench coat who came into Red Lake School in Minnesota…
Ephesians 2:8

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God: 

Psalm 103:12

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

B. Through the Resurrection of Christ – verse 6
Note – At first, Mary and the others were astonished, and fearful.

Quote – Zig Ziglar in “Confessions of a Grieving Christian” – 
“The longest 24 hours of my life were the hours after my daughter’s death.  I walked praying and crying the whole way.  But, when I returned home, the Lord assured me through His word, ‘You will be fine just keep walking and keep crying and keep praying.’”
Note – God rolled away the 2000 pound stone, but Mary’s pain was still real.  Finally, she realized it was true!
Quote – The Tomb could hold him no longer. Death is strong, but life is stronger – stronger than the dark, the light – stronger than the wrong, the right.  Faith and hope, in triumph, say, “Christ arose that Resurrection day!”
Quote – The Resurrection is God’s “Amen!” to Christ’s statement, “It is finished.”  (Charles R. Swindoll, The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart and 1,501 Other Stories, Nashville:  Word Publishing; 2000, c1998.)
1 Corinthians 15:19-20
19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.

Christmas is the promise; Easter is the proof.
Note – Verse 9 – He appeared to Mary Magdalene first – what grace!
II. Renewed from Pessimism – verse 11
John 20:18-20

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciple were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side.  Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

Note – Trials and disappointment in life can bring skepticism and doubt.
A. Pessimism because of disappointment
Quote – Psychologist, John Cleaver wrote, “The main emotion of the adult American who had all the advantages of wealth, education, and welfare is disappointment.”

Note – The apostles’ anticipated dreams had been dashed to pieces when Jesus was arrested, tried, and crucified.  Everything looked bleak.  They had anticipated Jesus’ coming to Jerusalem and destroying Israel’s enemies and then setting up the kingdom. In fact, they were bickering among themselves, even on the night of Christ’s arrest, as to who would be greatest in the kingdom.
B. Pessimism because of unbelief 

Many today have fought…

Note – Jesus had taught that He would be resurrected.
John 14:3

3 and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Matthew 12:40
40 for as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

John 2:19

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

Ill – A Christian lady did a lot of traveling; and, because flying made her nervous, she always took her Bible.  On one particular trip, a man saw the Bible and said, “You don’t really believe all that stuff do you?”
The lady replied, “Well of course.”  He said, “Well, what about that guy that was swallowed by a whale?”
She said, “Yes, I believe in the account of Jonah.”
He said, “Well, how do you suppose he was all that time in the whale?”
She said, “I don’t know, I’ll have to ask him when I get to heaven.”
He said sarcastically, “What if he isn’t in heaven?”
She said, “Then you can ask him!”
III. Renewed for a Purpose – Matthew 28:16-20
Note – If there was ever a group of people wondering about the purpose of life…
Matthew 28:16-20

16 then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.

17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him:  but some doubted.

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.  Amen.

A. To share His eternal life 

God wants your fellowship now and for eternity.
2 Peter 3:9

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

B. To share His good news
John 20:21

21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you:  as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

Ill – Once there was a young boy named Philip.  Philip was born with Downs Syndrome.  He was a pleasant child – happy, it seemed – but increasingly aware of the difference between himself and other children.  Philip went to Sunday school.  His teacher taught the third-grade class with Philip and nine other eight-year-old boys and girls.

You know eight-year-olds; and Philip, because of his differences, was not readily accepted.  But his teacher was creative, and he helped the group of eight-year-olds.  They learned, they laughed, and they played together. They really cared about one another, even though eight-year-olds don’t say they care about each other too loud.  His teacher could see it.  He knew it.  He also knew that Philip was not really a part of that group.  Philip did not choose nor did he want to be different.  He just was, and that was just the way things were.
The teacher had a marvelous idea for his class the Sunday after Easter last year.  You know those things that pantyhose come in – the containers that look like great big eggs – he had collected ten of them.  The children loved it when he brought them into the room.  Each child was to get one. It was a beautiful spring day, and the assignment was for each child to go outside, find a symbol for new life, put it into the egg, and bring it back to the classroom.  They would then open and share their new life symbols and surprises one by one.

It was glorious.  It was confusing.  It was wild.  They ran all around the church grounds, gathering their symbols, and returned to the classroom.  They put all the eggs on a table, and then the teacher began to open them.  All the children stood around the table.

He opened one, and there was a flower, and they “oohed’ and “aahed.”  He opened another, and there was a little butterfly.  “Beautiful,” the girls all said.  
He opened another, and there was a rock.  And as third graders will, some laughed, and said, “That’s crazy!”

The teacher opened the next one.  There was nothing there.  The other children, as eight-year-olds will, said, “That’s not fair – that’s stupid! – Somebody didn’t do it right.”

Then the teacher felt a tug on his shirt, and he looked down.  Philip was standing beside him “It’s mine,” Philip said.  “It’s mine.”

And the children said, “You don’t ever do things right, Philip.  There’s nothing there!”

“I did so do it,” Philip said. “I did do it.  It’s empty.  The tomb is empty!”

There was silence, a very full silence.  And for you people who don’t believe in miracles, I want to tell you that one happened that day last spring.  From that time on, it was different.  Philip suddenly became a part of that group of eight-year-old children.  They took him in.  He was set free from the tomb of his differentness.  Philip died last summer.  His family had known since the time he was born that he wouldn’t live out a full life span.  Many other things had been wrong with his tiny body.  With an infection that most normal children could have quickly shrugged off, Philip died.  At the funeral, nine eight-year-old children marched up to the altar, not with flowers to cover the stark reality of death.  Nine eight-year-olds, with their Sunday school teacher, marched right up to that altar, and laid on it an empty egg – an empty, old, discarded pantyhose egg.
Conclusion:
Romans 10:9 
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

1 Peter 1:3-5
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

