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Title: A Remembering Grace
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Text:  Hebrews 12:15
Title:  A Remembering Grace
Introduction: George Washington, “To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving peace.”
Memorial Day:
Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, the head of an organization of Union veterans—the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) —established Decoration Day as a time for the nation to decorate the graves of the war dead with flowers.

Ill – This chapter is written to Hebrew believers who were tempted to go back to Judaism. They were not remembering the power and purpose of the grace of God. They were in danger of failing the grace of God.
· The grace of God will never fail you, although we may fail from the grace of God.
· When we fail to look to Jesus, we fail to benefit from His grace!

Today, we see three commands every Christian should remember.
I. Remember to Forgive – vs. 14-16

A. Forgiveness pursues peace. – verse 14

Note – God’s grace allows us to live at peace with other men.  

Note – Peace and holiness

Romans 14:19

19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and

things wherewith one may edify another.

3 John 11

11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.

Note – A gracious man will find a solution to live in peace.  We are to make war with sin, but not with people…not with our fellow man.

Note – Holiness is how we need to see God.  Again, it is God’s grace that places us into a position to not only live in peace with men but also with God.

Romans 5:1

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

B. Forgiveness defeats bitterness. – verse 15-16

Ephesians 4:31-32
31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:
32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

1. Look diligently.
Note – “…lest we fail the grace of God…”– a believer who fails to avail himself to the means of grace made available to him by God. God’s grace never fails, but we can fail God’s grace.

There could be something in your heart at this very moment robbing you from really experiencing God’s grace.

Ill – Wife in hospital – I wanted doctors to look diligently.

Note – If we cannot forgive others, then we cannot live in peace.   We cannot restore relationships which are strained.  

Ill – Bruce Goodrich was being initiated into the cadet corps at Texas A & M University. One night, Bruce was forced to run until he dropped – but he never got up. Bruce Goodrich died before he even entered college.

A short time after the tragedy, Bruce’s father wrote this letter to the administration, faculty, student body, and the corps of cadets: “I would like to take this opportunity to express the appreciation of my family for the great outpouring of concern and sympathy from Texas A & M University and the college community over the loss of our son Bruce. We were deeply touched by the tribute paid to him in the battalion. We were particularly pleased to note that his Christian witness did not go unnoticed during his brief time on campus.” 

Mr. Goodrich went on: “I hope it will be some comfort to know that we harbor no ill will in the matter. We know our God makes no mistakes. Bruce had an appointment with his Lord and is now secure in his celestial home. When the question is asked, ‘Why did this happen?’ perhaps one answer will be, ‘So that many will consider where they will spend eternity.’“   
2. Overcome bitterness. – verse 15
2 Peter 3:18

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Proverbs 4:23

23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.

Note – Bitterness will cause you to cease being a graceful Christian (incompatible).
Ill – Esau despised his birthright – verses 15 and 16 (Genesis 25). He was profaning a bitter/worldly attitude. He gave his birthright to Jacob.
Matthew 7:16-17
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

II. Remember to Focus – verses 18-24

Ill – There is a story about a golfer who set up his ball on the tee, swung mightily, and missed. His club hit an ant hill and he killed thousands of ants. He became more and more frustrated as he repeatedly swung and missed. And each time he missed, he slaughtered more ants. Finally, there were just two little ants left. One of them raised his head and hollered over to the other, “It looks like if you want to save your life around here, you’d better get on the ball.” 
Grace keeps life in perspective!
 

A.       Keep a heavenly focus. – verse 22
Note – The Christian’s destination is not “Mt. Sinai.”
Note – What an awful, fearsome place the foot of Mount Sinai must have been. If anyone went past boundary and touched it, they died. It burned with fire; blackness and darkness and tempest, the sound of the trumpet, and the voice of God spoke so that the people said, “We do not want to hear it anymore.” This was all to show the holiness of God Almighty.  Israel had been in Egypt for 400 years. They needed the holiness of God revealed to them so they might understand why He demanded them to be separated unto Him.

Note – We are bound for heaven. – verse 22
· This is Mount Zion – the City of God.
Psalm 48:1-3

1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of

our God, in the mountain of his holiness.

2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount

Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.

3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge.

· This is the New Jerusalem.
Revelation 3:12

12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.

Revelation 21:2

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

B.       Keep a Christ-centered focus. – verses 23, 24
· The company of angels
· The church of the firstborn

Note – “The general assembly” is, no doubt, another title describing the church.  This book is dealing, in particular, with Hebrew

Christians.
 Note – “And to Jesus” – verse 24 (Jesus will be what makes it     heaven for me.)
Richard Baxter expresses the thought in these lines:
My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim,
But it’s enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with him.

Revelation 19:7
7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

Note – Abel’s blood spoke from the earth and cried for justice. Christ’s blood speaks from Heaven to set men free.

Note – The Blood is still speaking today!

Quote – Efficacy – of the blood – “The blood will never lose its power!”
Note – Looking up to Jesus will keep us in His grace. His strength will enable us to serve.
“Our institutions of freedom will not survive unless they are constantly replenished by the faith that gave them birth.”  – John Foster Dulles
III. Remember to Fear – verses 25-29

Note – Verse 28 speaks of serving God with fear.
Psalm 89:7

7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.

Ill – Amazing Grace
Ill – No reverence in our society….
A. Remember His voice. – verses - 25-27
Note – Yes, God speaks and is speaking through His word today!

Hebrews 1:1-2

1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.

Ill – If God shook Sinai when the people refused to hear, how much more responsible are we today?

B. Reverence His commandments – verses 28-29
Note – In light of the coming kingdom, let us serve God.


Ill – Grace and fear in the same verse!

Note – Grace gives us no license to forget His holy commandments.

2 Corinthians 5:11

11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.

1 Peter 4:17-18

17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?

Ill – The fear of the Lord is living in the awareness of His presence.
Conclusion: 

Today is a day of remembrance.
· Remember to forgive.
· Remember to focus.
· Remember to fear.
Will you see Christ?
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