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Introduction: 
Many people fail to recognize the presence of grace in the Old Testament.
Genesis 6:8

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

Because of the wickedness of Ahab, a terrible drought had been pronounced upon the land. 

The prophet, Elijah, prophesied during the days of a wicked king by the name of Ahab and his wife, Jezebel. They had led the nation into idolatry.

Israel was like a dry, desolate wasteland during the reign of Ahab and Jezebel.  This couple did more evil than all the previous kings of Israel. They brought Baal worship into the land and almost completely turned the nation away from the God of Israel. Yet, the Spirit of the Lord worked mightily through Elijah.
God’s answer to Baal worship was his prophet, Elijah (my God is Jahweh or Jehovah), the Tishbite. For a while, during this time period, God sustained the prophet Elijah at the brook, Cherith.
God now sends Elijah to the widow at Zerapath.  (Show map.)
· Here God’s grace will manifest itself in the life of a dear widow and her son.

· God’s intention is not to burden the widow, but to bless her.

Psalm 146:9

9 The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth upside down.

God has grace to relieve every burden.

I. The Burden of the Widow – verses 9-12
A. Loneliness 
Definition – Zerapath means – “the melting place”
B. Limited resources –  verse 12a
Ill - A teacher asked a boy this question: “Suppose your mother baked a pie and there were seven of you – your parents and five children. What part of the pie would you get?” “A sixth,” replied the boy. “I’m afraid you don’t know your fractions,” said the teacher. “Remember, there are seven of you.” “Yes, teacher,” said the boy, “but you don’t know my mother. Mother would say she didn’t want any pie.”
Job 36:15

15 He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their ears in oppression.

C. Love – verse 12b

Ill – Mom regarding her sons: “I’ve got two boys – both of them training to be astronauts by correspondence. They’re at home taking up space.”
Note – A mother, even in her most difficult hours, thinks of her children.
Note – Sometimes children can be a challenge for every mom.
Ill - A church in Florida had been having monthly family events for the whole community in an effort to reach new people. They were having a problem, however, with some parents dropping off children but not coming themselves. To combat this problem, they issued the following announcement: “The Magic of Lassie,” a film for the whole family, will be shown Sunday at 5 p.m. in the church hall. Free puppies will be given to all children not accompanied by parents.”
II. The Belief of the Widow

Note – The Lord had prepared her heart. – verse 9
A. Faith to obey – verses 11a and 15a
· She obliged Elijah’s request for water.

· She obliged his request for bread.
John 11:40 – To the sisters of Lazarus Jesus said….
40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?

God allowed her own resources to run out before He stepped in to provide for her and her family.
Proverbs 31:28-30

28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.

29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest    

them all.

30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.
B. Grace to serve – verses 13-15

1. Grace to serve Elijah (First)

   Proverbs 3:9-10

9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall

burst out with new wine.

2. Grace to give to Elijah

Mark 12:43-44

43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:

44 For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.
2 Corinthians 9:6-8

6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

III. The Blessings of the Widow

A. God’s grace replenished her physical need. – verses 15-16
Proverbs 3:34
34 Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly.

Note – God honored the widow’s faith! –verse 16

Matthew 9:28-29

28 And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord.
29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you.

B. God’s grace relieved her fear. – verses 17-24

Note – She experienced fear (verse 13) at Elijah’s commandment, and now the fear of losing her son.
1. A tragic loss – verses 17-18
2. A tender prayer – verses 20-21
Matthew 21:22

22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

3. A triumphant resurrection – verses 22-24
Note – First recorded resurrection

Ill – A young man at work came to his boss and asked for the day off to attend his grandmother’s funeral. His boss said, “Sure.” The next day the young man was talking to his boss. The boss said, “Do you believe in resurrection from the dead?” The boy said, “Yes.” “That is interesting, because after you left work yesterday, your grandmother came to visit you!”
Conclusion:
Song – Amazing Grace – “‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.”
Jesus remembered her faith. He will remember your faith.
Luke 4:26
26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.

God has relieving grace today, no matter your burden!

Romans 10:17

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
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