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Introduction: 
The book of Colossians is a book that begins and ends with grace. (“Grace to you,” “Grace be with you”)
Colossae was about 100 miles inland form Ephesus.

A man by the name of Epaphras was the pastor of the Christians at Colossae. He had been saved during Paul’s ministry at Ephesus. He had come to Rome to see the Apostle Paul.
Note – the Biblical order is always grace, and then peace: grace, and then joy.

Note – When we do not live in the power of God’s grace, discouragement will become the norm.

Negative feelings:
· Disappointment

· Discouragement

· Depression

Note – Some of the disappointment at Colossae had come from false teaching that was abundant.
Colossians 2:8-9

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

Note – How can we have God’s grace to rejoice?

Let’s study the references to God’s grace in Colossians.
I. The Presence of Saving Grace – 1:1-7
A. Because of faith in Christ – verse 4


Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:


9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

B. Continues throughout eternity – verses 5-6
1. In a heavenly home 
“One lovely moonlit night, my small granddaughter and I went for a walk.  The stars were magnificent.  As I named individual stars and constellations, my granddaughter exclaimed, ’Grandma, if the bottom side of heaven is this beautiful, just think how wonderful the top side must be.’”
Note – John 14 – “I go to prepare a place for you…”
2. For all who believe
2 Thessalonians 2:16

16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace.

John 1:17
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
Note – Colossians 1:14 – The proof of grace is the blood that was shed.
Note – Right doctrine leads to right living.
II. The Power of Singing Grace
Ephesians 5:18-19

18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

Note – Verse 16 – Songs and Hymns – At first, the church sang the Psalms. Spiritual songs express the Scripture. Singing from our hearts and not just our lips; singing with grace; singing because we have God’s grace in our hearts.
A. Because of a heart of peace – 3:15
Note – Ruling peace is produced in our hearts by first the security of salvation and secondly being in the perfect will of God.  

Note – “ruling” = an umpire; determine or control.  Our hearts are to be umpired by peace.  If we do not have God’s peace, then we may not be right with Him; or we may be going in a direction He does not want us to go.

Quote – Spurgeon – “Settle the centre, and the circumference is secure.”
Note – Beware of false peace – Jonah ran from God, yet he went to sleep on the ship.
Colossians 1:2

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Quote – “Safety consists not in the absence of danger but in the presence of God.”
Acts 16:25 
25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.
B. Because of a heart of gratitude – 3:15b
2 Corinthians 4:13-15
13 We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;

14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.

15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

C. Because of a heart filled with God’s Word – verse 16
Definition – “Dwell” – To be at home

John 5:39-40

39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.
Romans 8:28 and Isaiah 57

Truths to keep you singing: 
· God’s love for me is unchanging.

 Romans 8:31-32


 Jeremiah 31:3

 I John 4:10
· God’s purpose for me is Christ-likeness.

Romans 8:28-29

Colossians 1:28

Ephesians 4:11-13
· God’s Word has the right answers.

II Timothy 3:15-16

Hebrews 4:12 
I John 5:3 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9
· God’s grace is sufficient.

II Corinthians 12:9

II Timothy 2:1 
Titus 2:11-12

Romans 5:20-21

III. The Purpose of Speaking Grace – 4:3-6
Note – It is interesting that Paul did not ask for the prison doors to be opened!

A. Grace to speak the gospel – verses 3-4
Note – The mystery of Christ
1 Timothy 3:16

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

1. God prepared the way. – verse 3
2. Paul preached the message. – verse 4
Definition – “Manifest” – expose to view, to become known, to be plainly recognized, thoroughly understood. 
Ephesians 6:19-20
19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of 
the gospel,
20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
Note – How I covet the prayers of God’s people.

B. Grace to encourage others – verses 5-6
Note – Seasoned with grace

Ill – I heard of a man who opened the door to get the newspaper and was surprised to see a strange little dog with the paper in his mouth. Delighted with this unexpected “delivery service,” he fed him some treats. The following morning he was horrified to see the same dog sitting in front of his door, wagging his tail, surrounded by eight newspapers. He spent the rest of that morning returning the papers to their owners.  
Ephesians 4:29

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

Quote – “With grace on our hearts and lips, we will be faithful witnesses and not judges and prosecuting attorneys.” – Warren Wiersbe
Conclusion:
Our ability to rejoice in times of adversity is related directly to our growth in grace.
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